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I. 
Fire and Flame. 

A NOVEL. From the German of Levin ScHUCKING. 
Translated by Eva M. Johnson. 1 vol., 8vo, Paper covers. 
75 cents, 

“One of the most fertile and effective among the recent 
writers of fiction in Germany is the author of the present vol- 
ume. Levin Schucking is a novelist of not a little virility and 
force. Less airy and fantastic in his conceptions than many of 
his contemporaries, with a firmer and more masculine grasp of 
facts, he brings a healthy fancy to the elucidation of real scenes, 
connecting his most imaginative creations with the events of 
history."—W. VY. Tribune. 


I. 
Illustrated Lessons in our Language ; 


Or, HOW TO SPEAK AND WRITE CORRECTLY. 
Designed to teach English Grammar without its Technicali- 
ties. By G. P. Quackensos, LL.D. 1 vol., r2mo,tillus- 
trated. 60 cents. 


“This little volume is the result of an earnest effort to teach 
young children, in a natural, common-sense way, how to 
speak and write correctly—to enable them to master the léad- 


ing principles of English Grammar, without its technicalities, | 


easily and thoroughly, because intelligently and practically. 
It leaves out of sight the formidable legion of inflections and 
conjugations, divisions and subdivisions, observations and ex- 
ceptions, once considered indispensable, and seeks instead, 
from the very outset, to familiarize the learner with the use of 
language as an every-day reality of prime importance, not as 
a mere theoretical abstraction.”"—Z.xrtract from Preface. 


IIL 
A Practical Treatise on Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics. 
sy Roserts BartHotow, M.A., M.D., Professor of the 
Cheory and Practice of Medicine, and of Clinical Medicine, 


in the Medical College of Ohio. 1 vol., 8vo, 537. pages. 
Cloth, $5; sheep, $6. 


** An examination of this treatise will disclose the fact that it 
differs from other works in its scheme of classification, in the 


Either of the above sent /rve by mai/, to any address, on receipt of the price. 


| subjects discussed, and in the very practical character of the 
| information. In the present state of our knowledge, it is im- 
| possible to make a classification free from defects, and I do 
| not claim that it is superior to all others—only that its simplic- 
| ity is in its favor.” —A.xtract from Preface. 


IV. 
Studies in Bryant: 
A TEXT BOOK. By Joseru Avpen, D.D., of the State 
Normal School at Albany. With an introduction by Wm 


Cullen Bryant. 1 vol., 18mo, 50 cents. 


‘*T may be allowed to say for my friend, who has paid me 
the compliment of making this use of my verses, and who has 
been for the greater part of his life a successful instructor, that 
he is fortunate in possessing an unusual facility in teaching his 
pupils to think—to apply their faculties vigorously to the sub- 
ject in hand, to analyze and point out the results of their 
analysis, to discriminate and give reasons for the discrimina- 
tion. The application of this system of instruction to poetical 
composition forms the basis of the present work.” —Z -rtract 
Srom Introduction. 


ies 
A New Volume of “ Science Primers.” 
Logic. 


By W. Stranitey Jevons, M.A., Professor of Political 
Economy in University College, London. 50 cents. 


The object of these Primers is to convey information in such 

a manner tte om it both intelligible and interesting to pu- 

pils in the most’elementary classes. They are clearly printed 

on good paper, and illustrations will be given wherever they 

| are necessary to the proper understanding of the text. The 
following volumes are now ready, and others will follow: 


CHEMISTRY, by Prof. Roscoe; PHYSICS, by Prof. Bal- 
four Stewart; PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, by Archibald 
Geikie, LL.D., F.R.S. ; GEOLOGY, by Archibald Geikie, 
LL.D., F.R.S.; PHYSIOLOGY, by M. Foster, M.A., 
M.D., F.R.S.; ASTRONOMY, by J. Norman Lockyer, 
F.R.A.S.; BOTANY, by Dr. J, D. Hooker, 18mo, 
flexible cloth, 50 cents each. 
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SUMMER LIST OF NEW BOOKS. 


The Echo Club, 


And other Literary Diversions. By Bayard Taylor. 
form with “‘ Little Classics.” $1.25. 

A charming book of fresh and many-sided criticisms of 
poetry, with exceedingly skillful and good-humored parodies 
of the best known American and English poets—Tennyson, 
Whittier, Bryant, Longfellow, Stedman, Aldrich, Lowell, 
Emerson, Browning, Poe, Mrs. Howe, Keats, Jean Ingelow, 
Joaquin Miller, Bret Harte, Walt Whitman, Holmes, and 
many others. A delightful summer book. 


Peter and Polly. 
A Story of Home Life in New England a Hundred Years 
Ago. By Marian Douglas, author of “‘ Picture Poems.” 
Uniform with the popular “‘ Little Classics.” $r. 

This story describes with wonderful accuracy and vigor 
the salient features of New England people, their homes, their 
labors, their habits of thought and speech and life, a century 
ago. It is a Centennial book of the best and most interesting 
kind. 


Uni- 


Two New Hawthorne Volumes. 
Fanshawe and other pieces. 
The Dolliver Romance and other pieces. 
By Nathaniel Hawthorne. Uniform with Hawthorne’s 
Works. Two vols., 16mo, $1.50 each. 
Aside from the intrinsic interest they possess, they will be 
peculiarly welcome to all who admire the rare and indefinable 
quality of Hawthorne's genius. 


A Study of Hawthorne, 


By George P. Lathrop. One vol., 16mo, $r.25, 

“*Mr. Lathrop has entered upon his task with a genuine 
enthusiasm, which carries the reader along with him as he ex- 
plores every point of the subject. Especially interesting are 
the glimpses afforded of Hawthorne’s boyhood, revealing the 
germs of his genius. A great deal of this has never before 
seen the light, and will be found most interesting.” —Salem 
Gazette. 


Vest-Pocket Series. 

Excellent traveling or vacation companions. Choice Poems, 

Sketches, and Stories, by the best authors. 
Snow-Bound. Christmas Carol. 
Evangeline. Lady Geraldine. 
Miles Standish. Barry Cornwall. 
Enoch Arden. Emerson’s Power. 
Fields’ Hawthorne. Emerson’s Culture. 
A Day’s Pleasure. Deserted Village. 
Sir Launfal. Ancient Mariner. 

Eve of St. Agnes. 

Illistrated. Bound tastefully in cloth. 50 cents each. 


Life, Letters, and Journals of George 
Tickuor. 


Sixth Edition. With portraits. Two vols., 8vo, $6. 
“The very best book of its class that has ever come over 
to us from America.”’"—London Atheneum. 


One Summer. 
By Blanche Willis Howard. $1.25. 
This delightful story has already had a very large circula- 
tion, but retains its popularity undiminished. 


Osgood’s Guide-Books, 
The Middle States. Carefully revised, with Centennia} 
Exhibition Supplement. Eight maps, fifteen plans, $2. 
New England. Six maps, eleven plans, $2. 
The Maritime Provinces. Four maps, four plans, $2. 
The White Mountains. Six maps, six panoramas, $2. 
“* The method of these guide-books is perfect, and the ex. 
ecution as nearly so as possible. To foreigners visiting Amer- 
ica the series is simply indispensable.” — 7 he Congregational. 


ist (Boston). 


Centennial Poets, 


Whittier’s Complete Poetical Works. 
ed. 8vo, paper, $1. 5 


Tennyson’s Complete Poetical Works. 
ed. 8vo, paper, $1. 


Longfellow’s Poems. Fully illustrated. 8vo, paper, $1 

“‘ This puts the poems of the most popular bards of the age 

into the hands of all classes, and will be a boon to many who 

are unable to afford the cost of the more expensive editions.” 
—Commercial Bulletin (Boston). 


Little Classics. 


Containing the best short Stories, Sketches, and Poems in 
English Literature. Sixteen tasteful volumes. 
Exile. Comedy. 
Intellect. Childhood. 
Tragedy. Heroism. 
Life. Fortune. 
Laughter. Narrative Poems. 
Love. Lyrical Poems. 
Romance. Minor Poems. 
Mystery. Authors. 
$1 each. 


History of Independence Hall, 
By F. M. Etting. Fully illustrated. $s. 
“*One of the best books of its kind, embodying a vast 
amount of local history and tradition.”—Sfringfield Repub- 
lican. 


Roadside Poems. 
Edited by Lucy Larcom. $1. 
“If a summer tourist has room for but one book in his 
coat-pocket, this little volume may well be the elect vade me- 
cum.” —Buffalo Courier. 


* Little Classic”? Emerson, 
I. The Conduct of Life. $1.50. 
Il, Society and Solitude. $1.50. 
III. Miscellanies. $1.50. 
IV. Essays. First Series. $1.50. 
** Emerson is a companion for all the world and all time.” 


The Unseen World, and other Essays. 
By John Fiske. 12mo, $2. 
‘One of the really strong and valuable books of the 
year.”’—Boston Advertiser. 


Among my Books. 
Second Series. By James Russell Lowell. $2. 
DANTE.— SPENSER.— WORDSWORTH.— MILTON. 
—KEATS. 


Sights and Insights: 
Patience Strong’s Story of Over the Way. By Ms. 


A. D. T. Whitney, author of “ Leslie Goldthwaite,” “ We 
Girls,” etc. Two vols., 12mo, $3. 


Fully illustrat. 


Fully illustrat. 


JAMES R. OSGOOD & CO., Boston. 
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" LEGAL RECREATIONS. © 


4 SERIES OF INTERESTING, ENTERTAINING, AND USEFUL LITTLE VOLUMES; BoUND IN NEat 








CLoTH, BEVELED Boarpbs, AT $1.50 EACH. 


Vol. 1 HUMOROUS PHASES OF THE LAW. 


By Invinc Browng, EsqQ., of Troy. A collection of interesting and amusing articles on legal 
topics, originally contributed to the Albany Law Journal. CONTENTS.—1. Conduct of Courts. 
2. The Sunday Law. 3. Necessaries. 4. Wagers. 5. Animal Kingdom in Court. 6. Negligence. 
7. Pleading before the Code. 8. Pleading under the Code. 9g. A Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Lawyers. 10. Nuisance. 11. The Idiocy of Married Women. 12. The Ecclesiastical 
Courts. 13. Trade-Marks, 


Vol. 2, CURIOSITIES AND LAW OF WILLS. 


By JoHN ProrratTt, author of “ Woman Before the Law.” This will prove an interesting vol- 
ume to general readers, a convenient manual for lawyers, a complete compendium of the law of 
wills for students, and a collection of useful information to all who have occasion to make wills, or 
to claim rights under them. 


Vol. 3. JUDICIAL PUZZLES. 


By Jon PacEt, Recorder of Thames Police Court, consisting of well-told stories and reviews 
of five State trials, as follows : 

1. ELIZABETH CANNING’S CASE, in which Henry Fielding, the Novelist, figured as magistrate. 
“Never, probably, has a case which involved no public question created so much interest and 
excitement.” 

2. THE CAMPDEN WonDER. The trial of the Perrys for the murder of Harrison (who returned 
after their execution), at Chipping, Campden, a little town on the verge of the Cotswold Hills, best 
known by the love Shakespeare bore it, a haunt of his boyhood, and of such characters as Justice 
Shallow, Cousin Silence, Old Double, and Will Squele. 

3. THE ANNESLEY CaAsE. “Memorable for the dark mystery in which it must forever remain 
shrouded, and for the curious picture which it affords of the manners and habits of life that pre- 
vailed littke more than a hundred years before our own day.” 

4. THE CASE OF ELIZA FENNING, who, even after her conviction, was considered by one side 
a paragon of beauty and virtue, and by the other a monster of depravity and vice. 

5. SPENCER COWPER’S CASE. “ Where one reader dives into the State Trials, a thousand will 
read Lord Macaulay’s fifth volume, and all the world now has the advantage of knowing that the 
grandfather of ‘that excellent man and excellent poet,’ as Lord Macaulay justly calls William 
Cowper, behaved extremely ill to a pretty Quaker girl, and had a narrow escape from being hanged 
for murdering her.” 


Vol. 4. THE LAW OF THE ROAD; 


Or, WRONGS AND RIGHTS OF A TRAVELER. By R. V. ROGERS, JR., Barrister at Law of 
Osgoode Hall. An excellent traveling companion, being an exposition of the Law of Carriers of 
Passengers, etc., with just story enough to form the thread on which are hung statements of, or 
quotations from, the most interesting adjudicated cases, with references to the official reports; the 
persons of his story discoursing for the most part in the very language of the judges. The author's 
aptness in quotation and tact in discerning the humorous side of familiar cases or circumstances, 
has enabled him to make entertaining and instructive reading out of musty Law Reports and dry 
legal lore. Judge Redfield said of it: ‘“‘The book is as interesting as a novel, and more instruct- 
ive in the law than most books addressed particularly to that object.” 





BROOMS PHILOSOPHY OF LAW. 


Being notes of Lectures delivered in the Inner Temple Hall, from 1852-1875, on Contracts, 
Torts and Crimes, thus covering the whole range of Lat; adapted to Students and the Public. 
By Herbert Broom, LL.D. 

A neat and handy little volume in which we have the results of twenty-three years’ labor boiled 
down to 248 I2mo pages. Price $1.50, with liberal discount to the trade, either direct or through 
the jobbers. 

_ The trade will be supplied on liberal terms, either direct or through the Jobbing Houses. 
Stock at Cambridge, Riverside Press. 


SUMNER WHITNEY & CO., Law Publishers, 


SAN FRANCISCO. 
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~ BAKER PRATT & CO, 


142 & 144 Grand St., New York, 


Booksellers, Stationers, and {mporters 


STANDARD AND MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS, 
Albums, Bibles, Prayer-Books, Hymnals, ete. 


FOREIGN AND DoMESTIC STATIONERY 


AT EXCEEDINGLY LOW PRICES. 


SPECIALTIES IN FINE WRITING PAPERS. 


School and College Text-Books, 


AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES OF EVERY GRADE. 


WE OFFER GREAT ADVANTAGES FOR THE PURCHASE OF GOODS IN 


All Departments of our Business. 


We carry complete stocks of all the principal American Publishers, and 
full lines of Stationery, including all the Novelties as soon as issued. 

We endeavor to meet the wants of our customers so completely and promptly 
that they may rest assured, when they place their orders with us, that their 
wants will be supplied with all possible dispatch, and at the lowest market rates. 

We invite those who have ot heretofore dealt with us, to give us a trial, 
and refer them to our present customers, a large number of whom have favored 
us with their orders for many years. 


We are the New York Agents for the following houses, and are prepared to fill 
orders on the same terms as the publishers : 


J. H. BUTLER & CO., Philadelphia. R.S. DAVIS & CO., Boston. 
COWPERTHWAIT &CO., * JOHN ALLYN, = 
8. C. GRIGGS & CO., Chicago. 


(Ge Packages from other firms may be sent to us for inclosure, without charge. 
(8° Catalogues and quotations furnished on application. 


BAKER, PRATT & CO. 
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AmeRICAN Book TRADE CONVENTION. 


HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, JULY 11-13, 1876. 


[THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN BOOK- 
TRADE ASSOCIATION. |] 


THE CONVENTION. 


WE give up this number to a full report, from | 


the official stenograrher’s notes, of the proceed- 
ings of the Third Annual Convention of the Ame- 
rican Book-Trade Association. The report gives 
all the details in full, except where it was de- 
sirable to condense mere routine proceedings 


into a few words, or in a few cases where gen- | 


tlemen ‘“‘ speaking out” before the Convention 
as though they were in Committee of the Whole, 
happened upon matters in which they do not 
desire such very frank utterances to be put in 
print. 

In reviewing this report, it will generally be 
agreed that the Convention has not been so im- 
portant a one as either of the two preceding. 
That this is so must in all honesty be laid at 
the doors of the weather. There was at no 
time cause of apprehension of such serious 


Association itself; for, with the thermometer 


much of a fight about them. This accounts for 
the manner in which important resolutions, 
which should have called for general debate, 
went by the board at the third session, either 
pro or con, without discussion. As the 77idune 
said on its editorial page, “the thermometer 
rose and cut off debate, and the Convention ad- 
journed.” This accounts also, and must be 
taken as some apology, for the discourtesy with 
which two or three speakers were received on 
Thursday morning. Those. gentlemen may 
fairly be asked to exercise a Christian forgive- 
ness in view of the unchristian height of the 
mercury, 

Perhaps the best thing, after all, that the 
Convention did, was to give the Committee 
next year to call the trade together at some other 
time than the hottest of the year. There seemed 
to be no question but that Philadelphia was the 
only place to meet this year, and the active hos- 
Pitality of the Philadelphia trade, culminating in 





| tion. 
| met two sweltering nights in succession in the 
| lobby of the Belmont Hotel, there was little 
’ | disposition to 
differences of opinion as might endanger the | 
| they were, took place here. 
nearer 100 degrees than go, no one held his | 
opinions with sufficient tenacity to make very | 





the delightful excursion to Atlantic City, made 
all the visitors feel as much at home and as 
happy as could any mortals be under the de- 
pressing influences of—that thermometer again! 
There was some misunderstanding as to the 


| hotel arrangements at first, owing to the fact 
| that the manager of the house, with whom the 


Committee had made the arrangements, had left 
his position at the Belmont Hotel without 
leaving instructions as to his arrangements. 


| But these difficulties were in the end settled 
| satisfactorily and in accordance with the terms 
| of the Committee’s circular. 


But to return to the question of the Conven- 
tion. We have to thank the weather at least 
for the blessing that there was no over-legisla- 
Even in the Committee of Thirty, which 


crowd matters.” The most in- 
teresting discussions of the meetings, such as 
But it is the pur- 
pose of the ingenious device of this Committee, 
that its proceedings should not be at all report- 
ed, so that members of the trade might be here 
absolutely outspoken in their expression of 
opinion. Mr. Lee’s invention of this “ grinding 
committee,” started at Put-in-Bay, deserves 
real commendation ; for in discussing the mani- 
fold ramifications of private business which 
must influence the genera! action of the Con- 
vention, members must feel that what they say 
shall not be misinterpreted through ears or 
pens that do not understand in full their posi- 
tion and the bearings of what they say. It is 
therefore wise to have such a committee ap- 
pointed, and to admit to its deliberation freely 
all other members of the Convention, as has 
been the usual custom. The chief evil con- 
nected with it was apparent at the last session, 
when under the rules that all business should 
be referred to that committee, holding even 
when it was known that the committee would 
not meet again, the most important subjects of 
discussion were choked off. 
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We have suggested that the Convention was 
wise in avoiding over-legislation ; but it seems 
to us, on the other hand, that it lost its golden 
opportunity in failing to make any recommenda- 
tion on the question of retail prices. The 
argument was brought up that this would be in- 
terfering with what was peculiarly the publish- 
ers’ business; but this argument had really 
only a specious application. The publishers, 
in the first place, would, we think, have been 
very glad, as one of them stated, to know what 
was the general opinion of the trade on this 
subject. Moreover, it was not proposed to do 
more than to recommend action to them, or to 
commend them for action already taken. Any 
thing further, it was universally understood, 
would be an improper attempt at interference, 
and not to be thought of. Those in the Com- 
mittee of Thirty who had animation enough to 
talk very much on the subject, seemed rather 
to oppose than favor the proposed reductions ; 
but there was really no general discussion on 
the subject, and so far as the spirit of the Con- 
vention could be judged from its applause, 
a considerable majority was in favor of the pro- 
posed movement. The action of the Osgood 
firm met with considerable approval, and though 
the reports of the local organizations were 
overlooked in some way, it was understood 
that almost all of them expressed an opinion in 
favor of a like reduction in prices and dis- 
counts. Mr. Armstrong’s capital speech point- 
ed, it seemed to us, the real road out of the 
difficulties of the trade, and it was received 
with very hearty applause. We believe that if 
the question had been squarely acted upon at 
the Convention, the reduction of prices and 
discounts would have received its general ap- 
proval. 

In fact, the difficulties which experience had 
pointed out in the present methods of reform 
seemed to suggest that the reduction pro- 
posed was the natural culmination of the reform 
movement. This was the idea of the origina- 
tors of the reform at the West, and it has always 
been held up by the PusLIsHERS’ WEEKLY, and 
without much challenge from the trade. There 
are difficulties in carrying out generally any re- 
strictive measures of the reform, such as the 
retail-price rule ; and it would certainly be better 
if we could, by return to lower retail prices, reach 
a condition of things in which the retail price 
shall be the real price, regardless of privileged 
classes. There are many who believe that this 
can not be done, but we prophesy that they will 
some day be convinced. The chief objection 
seemed to turn in many minds upon the mis- 
taken theory that 20 per cent was meant to bea 
general rate of reduction, instead of, as it is, 
the extreme limitation of that reduction. In 
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other words, if a dealer gets but 25 per cent 
discount on his books, he is not to give 20 per 
cent, but to adhere on those lines to retail 
prices, and in that way he would fare better 
than under previous arrangements of the trade. 
Mr. Roger’s resolution, it seems to us, met the 
various objections which had been made against 
the reduction, or the method of its recom. 
mendation, and we gather that if it had been 
put to a square vote before the Convention, at 
a temperature somewhat under gc degrees, it 
would have been carried by a considerable 
majority of the vote. We presume, however, 
that the non-action of the Convention will not 
deter publishers from taking such steps as seem 
to them advisable ; and we believe that the reduc. 
tion of prices, in the discriminating way in which 
only it is possible, is certain to go on. Itis to be 
hoped that the progress in this direction will, 
to a considerable extent, do away with the diffi- 
cult question which honestly perplexes the 
Philadelphia trade, a definition of the “ large 
buyer” phrase which should put different sec- 
tions of the trade on an equal footing. 

The general dulness of the trade must of 
course account for a part of the discourage- 
ment of the Convention. It was not the reform 
which has produced this dulness, but the bad 
times, from which the reform hopes to lead out. 
Mr. Hammett, whois a jobber—a class which has 
not been treated too well in these hard times— 
and spoke, it should be noted, especially from 
the jobber’s point of view, gave a very blue ac- 
count of affairs in Boston. But Boston is a city 
which, of all, has suffered most from the bad 
times, and has been most plagued by support of 
the undersellers, and by consequent and other 
failures. Boston will see better times for the 
reform as soon as she sees better times in 
general business. Cincinnati, on the other 
hand, offered proof that the reform could be 
carried out even under its present difficulties ; 
and altogether we see no reason to alter our 
abiding opinion that the reform is doing no 
little to counteract bad times, instead of con- 
tinuing them into the future. 

It is scarcely necessary to refer to the con- 
stitutional amendments passed, except to say 
that they are all toward the more practical 
working of the Association. 

The Arbitration Committee is now in such 
shape that it can do much more efficient work. 
The Book Fair is identified with the .Associa- 
tion by the adoption of the Book Fair Com- 
mittee among its standing committees, and the 
appointment of an efficient general secretary, 
who can be trusted to exercise a general super- 
vision over the affairs of the Association, will 
be a considerable improvement, provided care 
be taken against the danger that the Associa- 
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tion be made a bureaucracy in the hands of its 
own agent, a rock against which more than one | 
useful organization has split. The election of | 
a new set of officers was a wise move on the | 
part of the Committee on Nominations, and | 
their report presented a very strong list of | 
names on all the committees. We think they | 
could not have been better men. We must be | 
pardoned in referring to the delicate action of | 
Mz. Lee, for the purpose of saying that his 
manliness of feeling in declining office must 
add to the affection generally felt for him in the | 
trade. 

And so the Convention of 1876 is a matter of | 
Next year let us hope that the ther- | 


the past. 
mometer will treat us better—or, rather, that the 
Committee on Assemblies, with its new power, 
will dodge the thermometer altogether. 

Meantime, gentlemen of the Association, let | 
us have faith in each other and faith in the 
work before us. That is the one thing needful, | 
and with it the trade should find itself a year | 
hencel freed from many of, the anxieties and 
burdens which have for the last few years so 
dangerously threatened it. 








REPORT OF THE CONVENTION. 


Tue Third Annual Convention of the book 
trade, under the auspices of the American 
Book-Trade Association, opened at the Judges’ 
Hall, Centennial Grounds, Philadelphia, Tues- 
day afternoon, July 11th, 1876. At 4 o'clock | 
the Convention was called to order by Presi- 
dent Randolph, and Mr. J. B. Mitchell (of J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.), Chairman of the Local Com. 
mittee on Reception, delivered the following | 
address of welcome : 


Address of Welcome. 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the Ameri- | 
can Book Trade: On behalf of our Com- | 
mittee and those whom we represent, the 
publishers and booksellers of Philadelphia, 
I have the honor to say that we rejoice to 
see so many of you here, and to extend 
to you a most cordial welcome to our city. 
lt is one of the agreeable features of the Cen- 
tennial Exposition that it has induced you to 
hold your meetings here, and thus afford us the | 
opportunity of meeting you personally, and of 
interchanging views with you. It is good for | 
us, as Americans, to meet here at the comple- | 

| 


oe 





tion of the century, and witness the grand and 
inspiring evidences of our growth in all direc- 
tions for the last hundred years. It will give 
fresh zest to our patriotism, and to that of our 
countrymen and countrywomen, to meet here in 
the city where the wisdom of Franklin and the 
eloquence of Adams animated the faith of our | 
ancestors ; and where Washington, amidst the | 
Scenes of his bitter trials, sustained the spirits | 
of our brave but slender army; and where | 
Jefferson gave to the world those grand text- 
words of Human Rights, of National ar 


and of Independence. I say that it is good for 


us all to meet here in the city where our nation 
was born, and renew our faith by the memories 
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of the past, and take fresh inspiration for the 
future. 

You will, of course, devote a portion of your 
time to the examination of the Exhibition, and 
I know you will enjoy with a great zest the 
magnificent display brought together from all 
parts of the world. You will take interest in 
observing the progress that has been made by 
the youngest nation of the earth in agricul- 
ture, skill, and the arts, and in contrasting it 
with that of the older nations, including the 
oldest nation ; for you will find their exhibits 
side by side. To refer to matters of interest in 
our own department, you may see in the Penn- 
sylvania Educational Building a representative 
school-room of 1776, with the meagre and crude 
appointments of its day, contrasted with the 
highly-advanced and almost luxurious appli- 


| ances and aids to instruction of the present 


time. You may observe in Machinery Hall the 
old printing-press of Franklin, upon which, by 
hard labor, he could produce perhaps 150 im- 
pressions per hour, side by side with the 
Messrs. Hoe & Co.’s latest invention, the Web 


| perfecting-press, printing 32,000 copies of a 


newspaper, on both sides, in the same time. 
The exhibition has many such contrasts, and 
how eloquent are they of meaning, and how 


| suggestive are they of the wonderful agencies 


discovered and applied during the century ! 
Steam, the telegraph, and the power printing- 
press, what have they not accomplished, and 
how have they changed the condition of the 
civilized world! It is one of the higher duties 
of our calling, allied as it is to literature, to 


| take careful notes of such results. 


In examining the exhibit of the Book De- 
partment, you will be gratified to realize that 
the advance in skill in the production of pa- 
per, printing, bookbinding, and the manufac- 
ture of books generally has been very great, 
rivalling in general excellence and luxury of 
I 
have no doubt that you will become much ab- 
sorbed, and that you will find the Exhibition a 
serious rival to the Convention in its demands 


| On your time. 


In the proceedings of the Convention we 
hope that you may be governed by such wise 
judgment that your actions may give to our 
common business a more solid prosperity for 
the future. But do not impose trammels on its 
operations ; rather secure for it that freedom, 
wholesome and natural, so characteristic of the 
spirit of our institutions. [A/plause.] 

It is our wish, gentlemen, when you shall 
have finished the labors of the Convention, that 
you should spend a day with us in visiting 
Atlantic City, and I now have the honor of ex- 
tending to you an invitation from the members 
of the Philadelphia Book Trade to that effect, 
for Friday, the r4th inst. 

I have the pleasure to announce that the 
Union League and the Reform Club of our 
city have tendered you the privileges of their 
respective club-houses during your visit. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, our Committee 
will be glad to be of any service to you, and 
trust you will freely call upon us ; and we hope 
sincerely that your visit to Philadelphia may 
be in all respects one of interest and enjoyment 
to you. 

In responding to the address of welcome, 
President Randolph spoke as follows: 

THE PRESIDENT.—We beg that the Committee 
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will accept the hearty thanks of this Conven- 
tion, not only for the eloquent terms in which 
the welcome was extended, but also for the 


promise of making this a memorable gathering | 


of the trade. I remember Philadelphia, gentle- 
men, nearly forty years ago, when Grigg & 
Elliott were still on Second street, and Carey & 
Hart were on the corner of Fourth and Chest- 
nut streets, and in days when Philadelphia, 
like New York, was a much smaller place than 
it is to-day, and when such a gathering as this 
was never dreamed of. I am sure we shall 
have abundant opportunity to test the hospi- 
tality of our friends, and I have no doubt that 
the amplitude of that hospitality will meet all 
our wants and desires.—Now the meeting of 
the Convention will be regularly opened by 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Shuey, of Dayton, Ohio. 


PRAYER. 


O Lord God, our Heavenly Father, we come 
to thank thee that thou hast spared our lives 
through another year; that in our several 
places of business and spheres of action thou 
hast been kindly with us, and given to us those 
blessings that thou hast deemed best for us. 
Now we are brought together on this very 
memorable occasion, in thy kind providence, 
to deliberate once more upon the interests of 
the book trade—that great work of diffusing 
knowledge and wisdom among our fellow-men. 
O Lord, we pray that this Centennial meeting 
here may be one of peculiar interest and profit 
to all, socially, in business respects, and in 
every way. May the blessing of the Lord rest 
upon us, and upon our work, while we are to- 
gether. We thank thee that we are permitted 
to give here the Centennial expression of 
thanks and praise for the exhibition of our 
material blessings and wealth; we praise thee 
because thou hast permitted us to live a hun- 
dred years, and to grow as we have grown. O 
Lord, hear us and bless us; bless the cause of 
truth, and bless every good work everywhere, 
and every interest of mankind, and at last save 
us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


President Randolph then delivered his open- 
ing address, as follows - 


President’s Address. 


Gentlemen of the Convention: It is a matter for | 


congratulation that by the courtesy of the Di- 


rector-General we are permitted to meet in this | 


hall where, at a later day, judgment is to be 
passed, and the awards made, on the latest ex- 
hibit of the world’s productive industry. In 
this vast display of the products of the genius 
of labor and of art—fostered under all climes, 
by the manipulating hand of all races—where 
the unerring movements of complex machinery 
well illustrates the swift, progressive forces of 
the time, and the long galleries of art, the 
polished gold and gems, and the gorgeous 
fabrics of the loom, are the witnesses of refine- 
ment and repose—in this vast dispiay how 
simple and unpretentious are the products we 


exhibit! How few of all the surging multitude, | 


that like the ebbing or the flowing sea daily 
passes along our corridors, pause, even for a 
moment, in the presence of that silent and ma- 
jestic company we have gathered there! Thete 
are the great and the lesser historians—from 
him who first gathered the traditions of the un- 


a 
'in others, have from manuscript and record 
written out the story of all lands and nations 
| There, too, are the great and lesser masters of 
song and story, who from all time—from the 
daydawn of the race until now—have played 
upon the passions with consummate skill, o; 
_ kindled the affections to a holy purpose. There 
_also are the intrepid travellers and daring ex. 
plorers, the discoverers of new continents and 
the developers of new lands: and with these 
may be found all the great economists, philoso. 
phers, students, teachers, and inventors, with 
their perfected thoughts, principles, or plans 
for the education and elevation of their fellow. 
men. 

What if their lips are silent there; if the 
great multitude passes heedlessly or all uncon. 
sciously by? There are some who will pause 
there in the manner of the reverential pilgrim 
who has sought and found “a Palestine, a Mecca 

_of the Mind,” that they may honor the great 
teachers and prophets of the world! If from 
that state into which the spirits of so many of 
them have passed they look down upon this 
opulent display of the world’s progress, how 
might they trace and measure the relation which 
their mortal life, and the wide diffusion of their 
| thoughts and acts, hold to it all! While every 
age and nation has given to the world some 
single great feature to mark its advancing pro- 
gress, not until the nineteenth century did the 
| civilized nations gather in one place the com- 
bined specimens of their products for the ad- 
| miration and wonderment of all. Those who 
seek to analyze the cause as they record the 
fact may perhaps overlook one significant 
source of it all. If it be true that the nations 
lie closer together to-day than ever before ; if 
| the rail and the engine and the wire bind them 
together, it still remains true that the simple 
' transactions of commerce between men of dif- 
ferent nationalities are not sufficient in them- 
selves to hold in check the selfish passions and 
forge the bonds of brotherhood. It is the 
church, the teacher, the school, the newspaper, 
and the book that with life and lip and pen 
continually formulate and proclaim in myriad 
' forms that the interest of the few is the interest 
of the many; that by a jealous regard of the 
rights of others, individual rights are best main- 
tained ! 

If the grand doctrine has not yet been uni- 
| versally accepted, it is not to be denied that 
each day gives it a wider recognition, and it 
_may well be asked how far this calling of 
yours, as distributors of thought and sentiment 
/and doctrine, has had to do with the change 

that has been wrought ; how far also our labors, 

and the labors of those who have preceded us, 
as disseminators of useful knowledge, have 
trained and stimulated those whose works of 
genius and handiwork cover these acres and 
crowd these corridors. As I have already said, 
no previous century ever saw an exposition 


) similar to this ;—may I not add that none other 
| ever had such an array of wise teachers,in so great 


a number of schools and colleges ?—none have 
been so prolific in inventive industry; none 
have had such a newspaper press, and none such 
a literature—a literature not only for the wise 
and noble, but one adapted to all classes and 
conditions of men. These are the elemental 
forces that made possible the earlier exposi- 


| tions, as well as the later one, and it is the ever- 
lettered ages down to those who in our day, as | 


increasing influence of these forces that shall 
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ive such scope and grandeur to those that 
may hereafter follow, that each succeeding one 
shall be rated as more wonderful than the last. 

And so, gentlemen, holding as you do a close 
relation to one of these’ great factors, as your 
bewildered eye wanders over the endless dis- 
y of wealth and form and beauty and force 
d on these grounds, as you recall all | 
that they represent and promise of material | 
prosperity and intellectual culture and social | 
advancement, take to yourselves the thought | 
that the business you pursue has had no mean | 





pla 
gathere 


or unimportant ministry in it all. Congratulate 
yourselves that you are American bookmakers 
and booksellers in this memorable year of 
the republic! Take to yourselves a bit of 
honest, manly pride, and congratulate each | 
other on the existence of an organization with- 

out which the assembling of yourselves to- 

gether had not been possible. 

' And now, gentlemen, coming to the contem- | 
plation of the objects and the affairs of our 
association, | admit at the outset that we have | 
not yet fully accomplished all its aims. We 
have suffered some disappointments and delays 
arising from the want of a hearty co-operation on 


the part of some, or a positive indifference on | 


the part of others. With all other branches of 
trade and industry we have to bear the pressure 
of the times. Overstocked markets and urgent 
necessities have doubtless led here and there 
to the violation of essential rules.. The pub- 
lisher has had more than once just cause for 
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complaint against the dealer, as the dealer has 
had his against the publisher. But what then? 
Has there been no progress? Are we no better 
off than we were a year or two ago? Are these 
reported violations to be taken as a confirma- 
tion of the prophecies of its enemies that the 
reform movement has failed? I tell you, gen- 
tlemen, that it has not failed! [App/ause.| I tell 
you as its friends, I tell its enemies, if there be 
any here, that whatever is true and just and 
honest can not fail. [Applause.| It may suffer 
hindrances in its movements—that is the com- 
mon fate of all reforms—it may be set back for 
a time by the unwise exactions or the impatient 
indiscretions of its friends, or by the passing 
triumph of its enemies ; but the vital principle 
in it nevertheless remains, and sooner or later 
will reassert its power. 

Does any one mean to say that in a time 
when reform is the watchword of the two 
political parties of the country—when on 
this a great issue has been joined and a 
great battle is to be fought—that in such a 
time as this we should declare ourselves in- 
capable of reforming what we all freely confess 
are great abuses in our own domain of trade? 
Are we so weak and poor and mean as that? 
Shall each of us this coming autumn as indi- 
viduals strike, through one or the other of the 
great political parties, at the evils in the state, 
and straightway become indifferent to the evils 
in our own household? I will not believe it ! 
I know you too well to think that ; for the prin- 
ciple that underlies this reform movement of 
ours is essential not only for the maintenance 
of our honor, but for our business safety. The 
greater and the less are to be found in it. If 
any of you were.insensible, as I know you are 
not, to the greater, I would then base. my offer 
on the lesser. For no sagacious publisher, no 


a dealer, could afford to let this movement 
all, 


His money and his business life are in it. 
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And I believe it to be true that during these 
last three years of business perplexity and trial 
—in which men in all departments of trade have 
had to grapple with unforeseen difficulties, and 
stand face to face with disaster—that but for 
the pecuniary strength which this association 
gave the book trade of the country in securing 
to it a living profit in the transaction of busi- 
ness, the publishers and jobbers of New York 
and Philadelphia, of Boston and Chicago, 
would have had a still larger amount of pro- 
tested paper and compromised accounts. | De- 
monstration. | 

I implore you, gentlemen, not to be deceived 
byjrumors and conjectures as to any thing like 
a general violation of the rules of the associa- 
tion. It is admitted that there have been viola- 
tions, but I honestly believe that they have been 
few in number. Much has been said by some 
about these violations—much use has been 
made of the fact by others under a misapprehen- 
sion as to their extent and importance. In our 
discussion here we shall doubtless get at the 
actual facts. I think also that we shall hear 
that, since our meeting at Niagara, under the 
operation of the rules the percentage of the 
profit of the dealer on regular sales has been 
better than in previous years. And I would ask 
now that at the proper time explicit statements 
be made on this important point. 

But if this association had never adopted the 
20 per cent rule—or having done so, that should 
fail—those of you who have labored in it have 
not been without compensation. It was not to 
the credit of men engaged in such a business 
that they should be without an organization of 
some kind; and it is not among the minor ad- 
vantages that I place the sotial intercourse 
that has grown out of our association. Never 
in the history of our trade have we better 
understood or appreciated each other than now; 
never so fully comprehended the relation 
which should exist between those engaged in 
such a calling. We have lifted that calling toa 
place in which we can see its many and beauti- 
ful perfections. We have learned the more to 
respect the better we came to know each other. 
We have found that there was a substantial 
unity in the diversities of our calling—that the 
many parts were after all but one; and that 
those who were so dependent on each other 
could ill afford to dwell apart. And so it has 
come to pass that many of us are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but brethren. Rely upon 
it that those who are to follow us will not suffer 
this feature of our organization to perish. In 
that near day, the dawn of which already pur- 
ples the sky, when the United States shall be 
the greatest and the best book market of the 
world, and your sons and heirs shall see that 
which we scarcely dared to hope, or rarely 
dreamed, this good feature will be still more 
widely diffused only to be the more potential. 
For, say What some men will, the world does 
grow more generous with age; and he who fol- 
lows a calling that ought to make men wiser 
and better, should himself unconsciously in- 
crease in al! manly, all Christian virtues. 

And now, with the exception of two impor- 
tant subjects I will not detain you to speak of 
the business that is to come before you. The 
first is that of public libraries—why, gentlemen, 
that is a subject that is so much discussed that 
there seems as though there is no business done 
in the United States in connection with the dis- 
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position of books except the books sold to 
public libraries. It seems as if there is not a 
book sold to any one else except to public 
libraries! [Zaughter.| Under this head may 
be included those ot villages and towns, as 
well as those of States and institutions main- 
tained outof public funds or by private endow- 
ment. The large number of these institutions, 
their great value to the commynities in which 
they are located, together with the fact that they 
are large and continuous purchasers of books, 
have led to some misunderstandings between 
the local dealer, the city jobber, and the publish- 
er. The most notable violations of the 20 per 
cent rule have arisen out of transactions with 
these institutions. These violations are not to 
be charged to the managers of the libraries of 
these institutions, but to the failure sometimes 
of the local dealer, sometimes of the jobber, 
and again of the publisher, to adhere rigidly to 
the rule of the association. It would seem to 
be a perfect passion of the American book 
trade to work for the libraries of the country 
at a loss of from § to 10 per cent, or for a nom- 
inal profit of to percent. It is a perfect pas- 
sion. I never saw any thinglike it They go 
out of the way, violate rules, run around and 
send out special messengers, sell a thousand 
dollars’ worth of books and make $so0o0n them ! 
The only way I can account for it is by the spirit 
of benevolence which characterizes our trade. 
It is the most benevolent trade I ever saw. I 
never saw any thing like it. [ Applause. | 
Certainly, in view of the fact that until within 
the last year or two a very large proportion of 
these institutions were accustomed to purchase 
at very nearly the lowest trade rates, it is not 
surprising that there should be some resistance 
to the present rule of the association, and 
persistent efforts made to obtain better terms ; 
and yet my own impression is that the intelli- 
gent and sagacious gentlemen who are at the 
head of these institutions would readily accept 
the new terms, if but fully assured that 20 per 
cent was the very best discount to be obtained 
anywhere. |Demonstration.| The difficulty 
which has arisen in this connection is of your 
own creation, and the remedy lies entirely 
within yourselves. Bear in mind the fact that 
these institutions never asked for better terms 


until, in the competitions of business, the trade | 


offered them ; and it may be said with safety, I 
think, that up to a year ago the profit on the 
sales to these institutions, when furnished 
otherwise than direct from the publisher, did 
not average 10 per cent, and so made an actual 


loss of from 5 to 10 per cent to the dealer who | 


turnished them—if it be considered that the 
average cost of transacting his business was 
from I5 to 20 per cent. 

The character of the libraries of this country 
is too well known to lead to the belief that they 
desire to make any such conditions of purchase. 
They understand—which is a point some of the 
publishers, some of the jobbers, and some of the 
retailers seem not to understand--that the yearly 
purchases of even the largest of these institu- 
tions do not equal in amount those of many a 
single bookseller in a thriving town. They 
also know that no dealer can allow more 
than 20 per cent and profit by the trans- 
action. They also fully comprehend the im- 
portant relation which the book trade holds to 
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the educational forces of the country, and that 
the dealer, deriving no portion. of his Support 
from public or private funds, must obtain his 
living solely from tie profits of his business, 

I commend the whole subject to your carefy| 
consideration, and in the fullest confidence that 
you will find the libraries of the country ready 
to accept your rule whenever you are ready to 
strictly maintain it among yourselves. , 

The second important subject has reference 
to present retail prices and their possible re. 
duction. It is undoubtedly true that there has 
lately come up a demand for low prices, but 
how far this is well founded is a question for 
mature consideration. It is susceptible of 
proof, I think, that the publisher to-day does 
not realize any better net profit for his business 
than he did before the war. Not only is the 
ordinary cost of production largely increased, 
and still more enhanced by the superior 
mechanical execution, but so also is the cost 
of distribution. Besides, there has been a 
gradual but very considerable reduction in the 
retail prices as compared with those of ten or 
even five years ago. My own conviction is 
that beyond certain lines or classes of books 
which have a fictitious retail price, and on 
which excessive trade rates of discount are 
| allowed, there is little margin for a reduction in 
| retail prices, unless—and that is an important 
| point for you to consider—there is a cor- 





| responding reduction in the trade discounts. 
| Whatever is done must be of a discriminating 
character. 


The public has never objected to 
paying a reasonable price for the book it wanted. 
Who finds fault with the price of such books as 
the Life of Macaulay, or the Little Classic Haw- 
thorne, or the volumes of the Social Science 
Series, or the new editions of Prescott and 
Bancroft? Are they not all reasonable enough 
in price? Do their publishers reap any undue 

| profit on their manufacture and sale? What 
would help the trade and the public more than 
any possible reduction in prices would be for 
the publishers to make fewer poor books and 
more better ones! Your shelves are loaded 
down with books that ought never to have been 
published. [Afp/ause.] And you put them 
there because they could be had at a /arge dis- 
count! 

It may be well, in your discussion of this 
question, to bear in mind that the publishers 
are the final judges in this matter, and that 
there is not likely to be any general reduction 
in the prices of current and standard salable 
books ; and also to consider further whether it 
would be possible for you to successfully prose- 
cute your business ona reduced rate of dis- 
count. We have not yet reached that point 
where there shall be no privileged buyers, and 
until we do it would seem to be impossible 
for the trade to prosper on any other scale of 
discounts than that which is now allowed by 
the great publishing houses. [Afplause.| 

The reading of the minutes of the last Con- 
vention was dispensed with, since they had 
been given fully in the trade journals ; and op- 
portunity was then given for the enrolment of 
those present, cards most convenient for the 
purpose having been prepared by a Committee 
on Enrolment composed of N. R. Monachesi, 
Henry H. Kimball, and Chas. A. Clapp, in the 
following form : 
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Nane___ mm 
Firm Name 
Restdenee oi a = 


Visitor or Member____--__— 


The President said that owing to the intense 
heat it is not proposed to continue the session 
much longer, and Mr. Ticknor says he is to 
have afresh east wind brought on to-morrow 
morning from Boston. 


Committee on Assemblies. 


The written report of the Committee on | 


Assemblies was then read by R. R. Bowker, of 
New York, chairman. After detailing the 
reasons which led to the change of base from 
Niagara to Philadelphia, and explaining the 
seeming vacillation of the Committee in its 
several reports through the trade journals, as 
caused by the difficulty of making arrangements 
on reduced terms, the report continued : 


The Committee would respectfully submit to 
the Convention the question whether a change 
of date from that designated in the constitution 
is not advisable, or, better, whether the date 
should not be left to the Committee on Assem- 
blies for each year. There is much to be said 
on both sides. A fixed date has the advantage 


that the members know a long time beforehand | 


at what time to arrange for their absence at 
convention. On the other hand it has in each 
year been found very difficult to effect satisfac- 
tory hotel arrangementsat the date named. The 
month of June, perhaps, would be convenient, 
or else a date farther on toward the end of the 
summer. 


Another question which arose during the 


work of the Committee may perhaps properly 
be referred to. 


Association that had jurisdiction over the Fair as 
a meeting of the Association, was the Commit- 


tee on Assemblies, inasmuch as the original | 


Committee on Book Fair was appointed as a 
special committee by the Convention of 1874, 
and was not continued by that of 1875. 
Although there was some ground for consider- 
ing this a constitutional view of the case, the 


Committee felt that it was not constituted for | 
that purpose, and declined, therefore, to take | 


any steps in the matter, and the plans for the 
Fair were carried out for the most part under 


the direction of the managers, with occasional | 
consultation with one or two members of the | 


old Fair Committee. This Committee would 
therefore suggest to the Convention either that 


a Committee on Book Fair be added to the | 
standing committees provided for by the con- | 


stitution, which should be appointed each year 


and hold active control of that institution, or | 
that the Committee on Assemblies be remodel- 


led, and the appointments made with a view to 


its conduct of the Fair itself. The danger that | 


the Fair itself should virtually pass out of the 
control of the Association—as happened in the 
case of the permanent and therefore nominal 


The Publishers Weekly. 


It was suggested at the time of | 
the Book Fair that the only committee of the | 
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committee which had charge of the old trade 
sales—should be provided against at the 
beginning of the system. At the Book Fair of 
last year the Executive Committee and the 
Committee on Assemblies united in appointing 
a Committee under whose excellent arrange- 
ments the pleasant dinner which concluded the 
summer Fair was held. 

In providing for full information for and full 
attendance at the Convention, the Committee 
on Assemblies has sent requests to the various 
committees and minor organizations to pre- 
pare full reports in writing, for which the rest 
of this session has been set apart, and also in- 
vitations to leading members of the American 
trade, to judges in books and stationery (of 
whom M. Fouret, the French representative, 
is with us), and to representatives of foreign 
trades at the Exhibition, to be present and par- 
ticipate in the Convention. 

In making such arrangements for the 
Convention as the Executive Committee 
| decided devolved upon it, the Committee on 
| Assemblies has suggested that the ensuing 
| sessions of the Convention should be confined, 
| 


if possible, to one morning session a day, open- 

ing at half-past nine. If the Convention 
| chooses to adopt this suggestion, it will afford 
opportunity for the members to visit the Expo- 
| sition itself in the afternoon, and thus ensure 
| better attendance while the sessions are being 
| held. The display of books, stationery, etc., 
| in the Exhibition is of very great interest, and 
| members will find it well worth while to devote 
| as much of their time as they can spare to view- 
| ing it. 
| The Committee, in discharging by this report 
their duty for the year, have only to hope that 
| both in their sight-seeing and in their business 
| work, the members of the Convention of 1876 
| will return to their homes generally feeling that 
| their days at Philadelphia have been pleasantly 
and profitably spent. R. R. BOWKER, 

B. H. TicKNor, 
C. A. CLappP. 


The Committee of Thirty. 


| Mr. Lee moved the appointment of a com- 
| mittee of the trade, consisting of thirty members, 
| to whom shall be referred all matters of the 
| trade? This was carried, and the following 
committee was appointed by the Chair: 


| J. M. Cushing, Baltimore. 

| H. H. West, Milwaukee. 
J. L. Hammett, Boston. 

| H.E. Simmons, New York. 
| H.T. Coates, Philadelphia. 

| George Woods, Philadelphia. 

| R. R. Bowker, New York. 

| H.H. Vale, Cincinnati. 

| W.A. Ingham, Cleveland. 

| W. H. Watson, Aurora, Ill. 

W. H.sGross, Hartford. 

| B. H. Ticknor, Boston. 

| Charles A. Clapp, New York. 

Charles Humphreys, Adrian, Mich. 

Charles W. Eaton, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Samuel Rogers, Lockport, N. Y. 

Rev. W. J. Shuey, Dayton, O. 

Alex. Hill (Robert Clarke & Co.), Cincinnati. 
W. F. Draper, Andover, Mass. 

A. C. Barnes, New York. 

I, E. Sheldon, v 
William Lee, Boston. 
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Charles T. Dillingham, New York. 
H. H. Kimball, Philadelphia. 
Robert Porter, om 

Charles Wiley, New York. 

F. H. Dodd, “ 

D. H. Carroll, Baltimore. 

Chas. G. Collins, Am. News Co., New York. 
W. T. Tibbetts, Providence, R. I. 


Mr. Lee moved to add to the list the names 
of the officers of the American Book-Trade As- 
sociation, which motion prevailed. 

THE PRESIDENT.—We have one other resolu- 
tion, and we will let you go if you promise to 
come back promptly in the morning. There 
are other committees to report, but I think it 
is too hot, and I tell you we will have the east 
wind in the morning, especially if we get up a 
discussion. We could start an east wind here, 
now, in about five minutes, but we don’t want 
to cool you off too suddenly. 

A resolution was adopted that the reports of 
committees, those that have been read and 
those yet to be read, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Thirty. 


Revision of Constitution. 


On motion of Mr. Lee, a Committee of Five, 
consisting of A. D. F. Randolph, J. M. Cushing, 
W. F. Draper, A. C. Barnes, and I. E. Sheldon, 
was appointed to prepare a revised edition of 
the constitution, by-laws, etc., of the Associa- 
tion, and report at a subsequent meeting dur- 
ing this Convention. On motion, Mr. N. R. 
Monachesi was added to this committee. 

Notice was given to the Committee of Thirty 
to meet this evening at eight o'clock, in Parlor 
B, Belmont Hotel. 

THE PRESIDENT.—Mr. Crawford, the gentle- 


The Philadelphia Convention. 


| 
| 
| 


man in charge of the Kansas Exhibit, desires | 


to extend a cordial invitation to this Conven- 
tion to visit and examine that collection at any 
and all times. 


Now, gentlemen, you will be | 


here promptly to-morrow morning at half-past | 


nine, and perhaps we will not keep you but an 


hour and a half, and then you can have a good | 


time all the rest of the day. 
The Convention then adjourned. 


Second Session—Wednesday Morning. 


The Convention was called to order by the 
President a few minutes before ten o’clock. 

The roll of committees was then called, but 
most were not ready to report. Among the 
last the President called for the report of the 
Committee on Circular Letters, A. D. F. Ran- 
dolph, President. ‘‘ Mr. Lee, of Boston, will 
you report?” 

Mr. Lee.—I think that report has not yet 
arrived by express. 

THE PRESIDENT.—I think Mr. Black has a 
report which would come under the head of 
Reports of Local Organizations, and as the 
other members of the committees are not here, 
perhaps Mr, Black will read his report. 

Mr. Black then read the following report : 


Report from Philadelphia, 


The trade here have no association in con- 
nection with the convention, but appointed an 
Arbitration Committee, whose business it was 
to hear complaints and adjust difficulties. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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This Committee has found the trade willing 
to fully carry out the agreement of last year, and 
reports that Philadelphia has succeeded fully jn 
maintaining the retail prices in retail sales, and 
in those cases where there was a difference of 
opinion, that the decisions of the Committee 
have been accepted and adopted. 

Accompanying this are samples of the method 
by which this has been done. 

One of the greatest difficulties the Committee 
has encountered in attaining the retail price in 
all cases arises from the fact that publishers of 
Bibles and prayer-books have no retail lists, 
and they would suggest the adoption of such 
prices and a rate of discount as with other 
books, instead of the present method of a 
wholesale list from which a small discount is 
made, and which gives neither the wholesale 
nor retail prices. 

While the Committee feel that Philadelphia 
has done its full share in sustaining the reform 
movement, they are compelled to say that in 
many instances the working of the system has 
been to its disadvantage, and that if the bene- 
fits of reform are to be obtained, there must be 
a better understanding among the dealers in 
books, and a more faithful and thorough appli- 
cation of the spirit of the rules by both pub- 
lishers and dealers. 

They suggest that the Convention adopt the 
Philadelphia definition of the term “large 
buyer.” 

They suggest that the exceptions “ school 
for school boards,” and “ school-books for 
schools supported by,” etc., be stricken out of 
the agreement. The first because it puts the 
publisher in an antagonistic position to the 
local dealer, and the second because it makes 
an exception of the Catholic bookseller, which 
is altogether unfair. 

Joun A. BLACK, 

ALEX. KIRKPATRICK, 

GEORGE Woop. 
Arbitration Committee. 


Committee of Arbitration. 


THE PRESIDENT.—We now have the report 
ot the Committee on Arbitration, Mr. Sheldon, 
of New York, Chairman. 

Mr. SHELDON.—The Committee on Arbitra- 
tion have naturally had to come into closer and 
more personal contact with all these difficulties 
which were spoken of here yesterday afternoon 
and this morning. We were, unfortunately the 
sewer into which all trouble and difficulties 
were poured ; but one of the great reasons for 
not being able to act perhaps more effectively 
was that the Committee was so widely sepa- 
rated. It has been almost impossible to get 
any meetings of our Committee: only two 
members residing in New York, the others 
scattered over the country at great distances; 
and it was only yesterday that we could get 
anything like a meeting to which any report 
could be submitted. Our report was only 
yesterday brought before the Committee, such 
as could be gathered together, and there were 
some changes and modifications made, and as 
all this was done in the handwriting of the 
secretary, with your consent I shall ask the 
secretary to read this report. I don’t mean to 
cast any reflections upon his handwriting, but 
it was necessarily done in haste, and I would 


‘prefer he should read it. 


Mr. Monachesi read the following report : 
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In accordance with a resolution of Executive 
Committee dated March 23d, 1876, your Arbi- 
tration Committee has the honor to report that : 

Since the Niagara Convention there have been 
received by this Committee numerous com. 
plaints, as was to be expected, relative to the 
working of what is known as the “twenty per | 
cent rule,” adopted by your body at that con- 
vention. 1 tts 

These complaints have in a large majority of 
cases been thoroughly investigated, with vary- 
ing results. Strange as it may seem, by far the 
larger number of these complaints—those that 
were most bitter in their denunciations of indi- 
viduals and expressing a hopeless lack of con- 
fidence in the general reform movement—were 
received from individuals not members of this 
association. 

Most of these complaints have been of a 
trivial character, and when investigated found 
to be based upon error, and were of such a | 
character that they should have been referred 
to and settled by local associations. 

Very few questions involving a general trade | 
principle have been brought before your Com- 
mittee, and those decisions, for reasons to be 
hereafter explained, have not been published. 
It does not seem, in our judgment, to be the 
province of this committee to decide upon the 
justice of minor disagreements between local 
dealers, and so it has been our custom during 
the past year to refer such complaints to local | 
associations where such existed, or to advise | 
the formation of such associations. Many of 
these local associations have been formed upon 
our recommendation. the full number of which 
it is impossible for us to state; but in other 
cases the local dealers have failed to organize, 
after several attempts. . 

Many complaints have come to us from cer- 
tain quarters that we have never published any 
important decisions, and seldom in any way, in 
sight of the whole trade, made ourselves known 
as a committee of arbitration. 

We found very soon after organization that 
the members of this Committee were so few in 
number, and lived at such great distances, that 
it was impossible to bring them together for 
discussion or other business. We thoroughly 
tried the system of correspondence with each 
member, and found, in almost every case, that 
the question to be decided would be decided 
each time according to the tenor of our secre- 
tary’s letter, and this it was impossible to avoid, 
as it was equally impossible within the limits 
of correspondence to inform each member of 
all the bearings of the question involved. And 
to ask an answer to a direct question was 
neither always possible nor satisfactory, and so 
the resident members of your Committee did | 
not think it just to their colleagues at a dis- | 

| 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tance to publish such wonderful decisions as 
they arrived at through the course of the mail, 
and bind them with their signatures as members 
of this Committee. 

Aside from this, your Committee find such 
a diversity of opinion upon these trade questions 
that the decisions we have made, though made 
and mailed privately only to those most con- 
cerned, have created such dissatisfaction that | 
we are at a loss to know what the effect would 
be had we published answers to many of the 
questions put to us. For these reasons it was 
decided among those members who see each 
other that the very least printed was for the best 
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interest of all concerned, as it was useless to 
raise so much unnecessary discussion by mak- 
ing public our opinions, and so your Committee 
has confined itself to mailing an opinion when 
asked for. 

In view of these facts, your Committee would 
recommend that the constitution be so amended 
as to make the membership of this Committee 
at least ten in number, a majority of whom 
should be within such a distance of each other 
as to make it possible to hold quarterly meet- 
ings. With some such arrangement as this 
we think much more and better work could be 
performed. 

Your Committee would also recommend that 
some legislation be brought to bear to prevent, 
if possible, the publishers and large jobbers 
competing with dealers for retail sales. This is 
a prolific source of complaint, and, in our 
judgment, does more than any one other cause 
to impede the course of reform. 

Your Committee request the Convention to 


| clearly define the classes of questions which 


the Arbitration Committee shall be required to 
decide. Your Committee also request the Con- 
vention to make a rule requiring every com- 
plaint made to the Arbitration Committee to be 
made in writing, stating the special violation of 
regulations complained of, and giving the full 
amount of the violation. 

As to legislation, it is, in the judgment of 
your Committee, not possible nor desirable for 
this association to make definite or arbitary 
laws and expect the entire trade to adhere to 
them ; such a course is most contrary to the 
spirit of our general institutions, and can never 
make this association popular with the trade. 

And considering that the present general 
tendency to reduce retail prices has been 
yielded to less in the book trade than in 
any other, it is, in our judgment, the greatest 
argument, and in fact proof, of the strength of 
our association ; and we hope that this Conven- 
tion will prove its wisdom by keeping within 
the general plan of recommendatory measures, 
and will not peril the influence already gained 
by any arbitrary enactments. 

We think that the trade is to be congratulated 
upon the success of this rule. Through our 
correspondence your Committee feel in a posi- 
tion to state that this rule is now almost 
universal, although many complaints are 
received complaining of it. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 


Centennial Committee. 


Mr. Knight, Secretary of the Association, 
then read the following report of the Centen- 
nial Committee : 

Your Committee would respectfully report 
that as soon after their appointment as practi- 
cable they organized and consulted with the 
Centennial Commission as to the best method 
of obtaining a full and representative display 
of the publishing interest of the United States. 
From the very first they have met with the 
heartiest sympathy and most cordial co-opera- 
tion from the Bureau of Installation, and to 
their assistance and advice the success of the 
exhibit is in great part due. They at once as- 


signed to us a space in gross for the whole 
trade in the south-eastern corner of the Main 
Exhibition Building, one hundred and seven- 
teen (117) feet in length by thirty-four (34) feet 
six (6) inches in breadth, and turned over to us 





ol 


all the applications for space they had received, 
with full power to divide the allotment of space 
as we thought best. Neither in situation nor 
in size is this space altogether satisfactory ; and 
if either the Committee or the Bureau of Instal- 
lation had foreseen that the display of the book 
trade would have been as general and as im- 
posing as it is, the space granted would un- 
doubtedly have been more worthy of the book 
trade. 

But it must be borne in mind that out- 
side of Philadelphia the publishing houses 
were backward and indifferent as compared 
with other trades, and it was only after some 
exertion on the part of the Committee that a 
representative display was hoped for. While 
the minor industries were seizing the oppor- 
tunity, and enthusiastically pressing their 
claims for space, many of the great publishing 
houses stood aloof, and only came in when it 
was too late for your Committee to demand the 
quantity of space we should have received. To 
this fact, and not to any negligence on the part 
of your Committee or unwillingness of the 
Commission, the cramped appearance of our 
exhibit is due. Finding that the Commission 
wished your Committee to take the entire 
charge of all applications, and to assign all 
space to exhibitors in our department, we 
asked the co-operation of the New York and 
Boston trade, and at a meeting of the Central 
Booksellers Association, in October, Messrs. 
Walter Appleton, G. H. Putnam, William Lee, 
and B. H. Ticknor were appointed to co- 
operate with us, and Mr. N. R. Monachesi 
was selected by them to act in their interests 
when they were unable to attend the meetings. 
It was early seen that only by the erection of a 
two-story pavilion could sufficjent space be ob- 
tained to accommodate the applicants who 
now, as the time of opening the Exhibition 
drew near, came flocking in, and the plan de- 
signed by Mr. Henry Reck was adopted. Hav- 
ing done their utmost to arouse the latent 
enthusiasm of the trade, and to secure their 
proper representation, a sub-committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Blakiston, Remsen, and 
Monachesi, were appointed, and to them were 
delegated all the powers of the general com- 
mittee in regard to the erection of the pavilion, 
the assignment of all spaces, and every thing 
that would forward the interests of all con- 
cerned. It is saying but little to state that, to 
their untiring energy and ceaseless watchful- 
ness, the success of our exhibit is to be attribu- 
ted. Says William D. Howells, in the A “antic 
Monthly, ‘* The show of book-making does us 
great honor.” This, we think, will be re-echoed 
by all here present. 

Henry T. Coates, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT.—This, perhaps, is not the 
time, gentlemen, to say any thing about the 
work of the Committee, or of the various com- 
mittees ; but I think that if any American book- 
seller has visited that department of the great 
Exhibition where our products stand, and has 
any thing else than a feeling of profound satis- 
faction and pride, he ought not to be an Ameri- 
can bookseller. [App/ause.| 1 want to say, 
gentlemen, Mr. Ticknor has just come in; I 
made an arrangement with him yesterday, if 
you remember, to bring on an east wind. He 
has been searching for it all night, has stayed 
away from the Convention for half an hour, and 
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has not brought the east wind with him, by 
says itis on its way. [Zaughter.| 


Book Fair Committee. 


The Committee on Book Fair being again 
reached, Mr. Sheldon said that he had received 
a note from Mr. William H. Appleton, Chair. 


| man, stating that he was unable to prepare a 


written report, and requesting that he (Mr. Shel. 
don) prepare one; that in compliance with 
that request he had simply to report what had 
been done as he had been able to gather from 
members he had come in contact with. 

Mr. Sheldon then read the following report: 


The Special Committee on Book Fairs, or 
Booksellers’ Exchange and Clearing- House, 
desire to report that since the last annual meet- 
ing of the American Book-Trade Association 
at Niagara Falls,three sales have been held, 
under the management of Messrs. George A. 
Leavitt & Co. 

The first sale was held directly after the last 
Convention, commencing July Igth ; its success 
was far beyond any thing your committee ex- 
pected. During the week of the fair about 
double the amount was sold which had ever 
been disposed of at any previous “ trade sale,” 
and at prices satisfactory to both buyer and 
seller. The trade bought only such stock as 
they really needed, and the publishers were 
spared the usual sacrifice made at trade sales on 
stock which was not in demand in the markets 
of any of the buyers present. This form of 
selling books, giving special inducements in 
the way of time and prices, seems to your com- 
mittee to be the true mode. 

The second sale was held in October, which 
was doubtless too soon after the first sale. As 
to the advisability of holding a second sale at 
this date, your Committee were in great doubt 
and a good deal divided in opinion. From its 
results it is safe to assume now that it was a 
mistake. 

The third sale was held in March of this year, 
before which, however, your Committee had de- 
cided that but two sales should be held in any 
one year, and fixed the dates for such sales as 
the last weeks in March and September each 
year. 

The March sale was small in amount. 

We look upon this system as still an experi- 
ment, and one which has been tried under 
peculiarly unfortunate circumstances. The 
business depression of the past year has been 
so great that success could hardly be expected 
at once. 

We would recommend the continuance of 
the present plan for still another year. It is. 
doubtless, much better than to return to the old 
trade sales, and some form of special sale semi- 
annually seems to be required. 

Your Committee would recommend, during 
the sitting of the Convention, a general discus- 
sion of the subject. 

The publishers would be glad to have the 
views of the trade generally on this question. 
If the present form of sale is not satisfactory 
to the great mass of booksellers, the publishers 
have no desire to push it. On this question 
our interests are mutual. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Executive Committee. 
The report of the Executive Committee 
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lowing: 


Gentlemen of the American Book- Trade Associa- 
tion : Your Executive Committee take this occa- 
sion to indulge in a few reflections touching the 
present condition of the trade, its bearing for 
good or ill on this Association, and the outlook 
for the future. 

As none of us have any right to claim pro- 
phetic powers, we must follow the good old 
rule of judging the future by the past. 

Two years ago, when the gathering of the 
book trade at Put-in-Bay took place, at which 
this Association was organized, the business of 
this country had already begun to feel that 
great depression which has steadily increased 
up to the present. The book trade was 
among the first to feel this change, and matters 
have gone from bad to worse, till to-day we 
can hardly tell where we are, or when we are to 
look or to hope for better things. 

The book trade, I have said, was among the 
first departments of business to feel the change 
in the times; and the reason is not far to 
seek. 

For some time it has been quite the fashion 
to talk economy ; and not a few, either from fash- 
ion or from compulsion, have begun to practise 
it as well as talk it. But public economy and 
private economy do not work alike. When an 
item of saving has been made by State or 
national government, it is sure to be something 
that everybody can see and understand ; but 
when a man cuts down his private expenses, 
this attempt at economy is almost sure to be 
where it is least likely to be known. The first 
saving is not in house, furniture, dress, or even 
jewelry—it is in d00ks/ Books are largely a 
luxury; and the man who a few years ago ex- 
pendedl a thousand or several thousand dollars 
a year for books, may not buya hundred dollars’ 
worth this year. It is much more agreeable to 
read old books, to look over old engravings, 
than it is to wear old clothes, to use dilapidated 
furnitute, or to live in a smaller house. 

The rich, it is true, are not the largest pur- 
chasers of books; that great middle class, 
which comprises most of the intelligent men in 
every pursuit of life, are the ones on whom we 
depend for much the more important part of 
our sales. But men of this class are influenced 
in precisely the same way. 

Even in the case of school-books, which, in a 


civilized country, may be reckoned among the | 


necessaries of life, the rule still holds good— 
the supply of arithmetics and grammars, 
geographies and spelling-books, will be stinted 
much sooner than the supply of tobacco. 

Thus it happens that the book trade is among 
the first branches of business to feel the ap- 
proach of bad times, and one of the last to be 
affected by the return of prosperity. 


It was the condition of trade in general, and | 


of the book trade in particular, which led to 
the formation of the American Book-Trade 
Association. As books began to sell more 
slowly, many tried to keep the sale up by re- 
ducing prices; and this went on till in many 
cases the profit was reduced to less than zero. 
It was the most natural thing in the world, 
under these circumstances, that the trade 
should begin to cast about for some remedy for 
SO crying an evil; and it can not be denied 
that our Association has done much towards 
giving a healthier tone to the trade : it has done 


being next called for, Mr. Lee read the fol- as much, perhaps, as could reasonably be 
expected of such an Association in so short a 
| time. 








Still a. great deal remains to do—work 
that can not be done unless every man puts his 
shoulder to the wheel in right good earnest. It 
will not do for a portion of the trade to chee: 
and encourage us by words in all our attempts 
to bring book sales to a wholesome condition, 
and then study every artifice whereby they may 
“keep the word of promise to the ear and 
break it to our hope.” This kind of sharp- 
ness is easily seen through, and if those who 
practise it continue to be recognized as book- 
sellers, and show no signs of repentance, then 
the Association must fail. The retailer must 
not expect that the publishers and jobbers are 
coming to the rescue if he himself remains 
inactive. 

If the customers of the publishers and the 

| jobbers take such active management of this 
Association as they ought, they can influence— 
aye, demand—protection of their interests. 

lf these views are correct, it would seem that 
the great requisites of permanence and success 
in this Association are, first, that it shall be as 
broad as our country, that it shall include 
every bookseller in the United States, from the 
rising sun in the East to the Golden Gate of 
the West—from the deep caverns of Lake Su- 
perior in the North to the magnificent domains 
of the Lone Star in the South; and second, 
that every member shall act strictly for the in- 
terest of the whole, without trick or subterfuge 
of any kind. Any thing less than this is failure. 

It is also the opinion of your Committee that 
the burdens of this reform movement are not 
distributed as they ought to be. 

Now, it is a very old theory, and doubtless 
quite a correct one, that rights and obligations 
must go together: that no man should enjoy 
the rights of a certain position without taking 
upon him all the obligations belonging to the 
same position. Taking this view of the case, 
we should say that the retail booksellers ought 
to be a very important, nay, by far the most im- 
portant, element in this work of reform. 

But, aside from any theory of right and jus- 
tice, we have to view this question as a practi- 
cal one, and ask, How can we continue this 
reform with the greatest chance of the best re- 
sults? 

Publishers and jobbers are ready, doubtless, 
to do all that can be best done by them. But 

| they do not come in contact with the real read- 

ers—the consumers of books, as we may say— 
in the same manner as the retailers do. The 
real—perhaps we might better say the 7dea/— 
retail bookseller 1s an institution. He has an 
influence on old and young second to that of 
no man. He keeps posted on all the best 
books of the day, has a correct knowledge of 
best editions of standard authors, knows the 
tastes Of all the readers and book-buyers for 
miles around, and has his customer in his 

_mind’s eye whenever he buys his books for 

| stock or selects rare and out-of-the-way vol- 

}ume. The very titles of the books on his 

| Shelves are educating the young. 

| Such a man can correct a great many un- 
founded notions held by the community at 

large. He can make his customers understand 

_ that booksellers’ profits are, and have always 

_ been, too small ; that bookselling pays less than 

| any other kind of business where the same 

/amount of ability is employed ; and that—to 

| Say nothing of the smaller average sales—the 
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percentage of profit is less than traders get on 
most other kinds of merchandise. When his 
townsmen fully understand this, and begin to 
appreciate the value of a first-class retail book- 
store, most of them will be ready to buy their 
books at home, and pay a fair price for them. 

A bookstore and bookseller like this will do 


a great dealto correct the misuse of public | 


libraries. A free library rightly used is a 
great blessing to those who use it; and yet, 
though it contains only the best books, it may 
do a great deal of harm. Expensive reference 
books and very light reading find an appro- 
priate place in a free library ; but most books 
that are worth reading at all are worth reading 
more than once, and are worth owning. Such 
books, when taken from a circulating library, 
are read carelessly, and there is a double loss 
to the reader—he acquires a habit of readingcare- 
lessly what ought always to be closely studied, 
and he loses all that he ought to have gained 
by reading those very books. 

When first-rate books are always to be seen 
on the bookstore shelves, people who love to 
read, even when they are poor, will economize 
in order to own a few volumes, and when one 
has a few books of his own and reads them, he 
is almost sure to buy more: it soon becomes a 
habit. 

If you persuade a man to buy a book which he 
did not know he wanted, and he finds out, after- 


wards that it is just what he wanted, he will re- 


member it as a great favor, and you have secured 
acustomer. If all retail dealers would make a 
study of their business, as some of them do, 
fifty thousand copies instead of Ave or ten thou- 
sand would be a fair sale for a good book in 
this land of over forty millions of people, most 
of whom are readers. 

Just as the local booksellers should have the 
most to do in making books sell, so, in the 
opinion of your Committee, this parent Asso- 
ciation, composed of members from every part 
of our broad country, with different surround- 
ings and different individual interests, can 
reasonably make only general rules, or lay 
down general laws for the guidance of what is 
not within their control, and over which they 
have no legal power. 

‘The local associations must do the work of 
carrying out in detail the general rules adopted 
by your Association. And your Committee 
would urge upon every bookseller to join his 
local association, and to co-operate with the 
other dealers in his own section of country. 

We congratulate the trade that so many local 
organizations already exist. A report of the 
committee or these organizations, appointed 
by the last Convention, will give you full details. 

But, however much associations may do 
towards making the book trade healthier and 
steadier, we must not expect impossible things 
of them. In unchangeableness the laws of the 
Medes and Persians were not a “‘ circumstance” 
to the laws of trade. The Medes and Persians 
are pastand gone, but the laws of trade are the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever, so long as 
commercial transactions are carried on. We 
should never forget, therefore, that these laws 
govern bookselling as they govern every other 
kind of traffic. 

It may appear at first sight that, as publishers 
in most cases are protected in their publications 
by the law of copyright, bookselling is a kind 
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ordinarily govern in matters of trade. By 
monopolies do not quite escape the laws of 
trade ; and copyrights are far from constituting 
any class of books a monopoly. One book cap 
be made so much like another in most cases, 
that nearly all copyright books have to be put 
into the market on acompetition basis. 

The question, therefore, becomes a practical 
one, how far the prices of books are necessarily 
controlled by competition, and how far they 
can be governed by custom. . 

Books are among the few classes of merchan. 
dise that have a retail price fixed by the manu- 
facturer, and, as a rule, a book if sold at this 
price would yield to the retailer no more than 
a fair living profit. But it is a rare thing for a 
commodity to be sold at the same price in all 
parts of a vast country like ours, where the cost 
of transportation must vary so largely, and 
where such different circumstances exist. It 
would be very difficult, even if we had laws to 
aid us, and a power behind the laws to enforce 
| them, for this Association to bring about this 
state of things. 

In ordinary times we should find that where 
the cost of books is least, there would be a 
great temptation to sell them at lower prices: 
as times are now, the temptations are infinitely 
greater. 

This Association will have the observation 
| and experience of the last two years to guide 


| 





‘it in the action it may see fit to take on the 
| twenty percent rule, or on any substitute for or 
modification of that rule. 

You may decide that twenty per cent, or evena 
less percentage, of the retail price of a book is 

| a sufficiently extended scale of variation in price 

| for all retail competition, and for all differen- 

| ces of latitude and longitude. And certainly, 

| if itis simply a question of a fair profit, this 
scale of variation is foo much. 

But we have to ask now. not what ought to 
be, but what must be. We know what the temp- 
tations and necessities of the times are, and no 
one can foresee with any degree of certainty 
when there is to be a permanent change for the 
better. In every kind of business we see pro- 

| fits reduced almost to zero; in many cases toa 

! great deal less than zero. We see a continual 

| sifting going on in nearly all branches of trade. 
One by one men drop out, and steadily, 
though slowly, men who have a trade are tak- 
ing up with some handicraft or with agricul- 
ture. 

It would not be reasonable for us to hope 
that the book trade will escape this sifting pro- 
cess. Of first-rate retail booksellers, men who 

make their sales and increase the trade in 
books, there have not been, nor will there ever 
be, too many. But of all sorts, which embrace 
that large class of untrained booksellers, there 
are probably more now than can continue to live 
by the business, reduced in its dimensions and 
its profits as it is at present. 

But as this sifting process goes on, it will be 
strange if many do not attempt to hold their 
ground by selling books at the lowest possible 
prices ; it will be remarkable if a large part of 
the books sold is not a subject of the closest 
competition, Then, too, the prices of old 
books, ‘‘dead stock,” and a certain class of im- 
ported books, will always have a tendency to 
affect the prices of new books. Perhaps some- 
thing like this is true of other sorts of goods, 


of monopoly, and is not subject to the laws that | but rarely to the extent that it is true of books. 
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A man intends to buy the Life and Letters 
of Macaulay, but in looking over a lot of 
assé books that are offered cheap, he pays out 
all his money, and so does not buy his Mac- 
oT eat man will frequently buy a book 
that he does not care much about, but which 
he thinks he may want some t)me, provided the 
book is cheap ; but he will put off the purchase 
of another book that he does want if he thinks 
the price is * too high: it is a slight thing 
at decides him. 
ea a large amount of old books and so- 
called “ dead books,” offered at low prices, will 
always manifest their influence upon the sale 
of new publications. And we all know what 
a vast amount of this kind of stock there is in 
this country to-day, slumbering on our shelves. 

It may not be worth our while to pursue this 
subject farther at present, but whatever action 
the association may take on the subject of 
prices and discounts, it will perhaps be wise 
for us not to leave out of our calculations any 
of these disturbing influences. - Your Com- 
mittee would say that they have not lost faith 
in the book trade, or in this Association and 
the reform movement. The Association would 
be worth all its costs if its object were merely 
to enable the booksellers of the whole country 
to unite and compare notes once a year. The 
trade, we believe, has a great, a magnificent 
future before it—nay, it is, we believe, but in its 
infancy, and now, while the times are hard, 
we can at least lay the foundation of future 
prosperity. 

If some stern facts stare us in the face, let us 
still continue to hope for the best, and believe 
with the astute Frenchman that “ There is no- 
thing so deceptive as facts except figures ;” but 
let us also believe that in all the growths of 
loftier sentiment and higher morality our trade 
is to share. For the Executive Committtee, 

yWILiiaM LEz, 
Chairman. 


Religious Publication Societies,’ 
For the Committee on Religious Publication 


Societies Mr. Simmons read the following 
report : 
New York, July ro, 1876. 
To the American Book-Trade Association : 


The Committee on Religious Societies would 
report that, after their appointment, upon look- 
ing over the ground, they found that with one 
or two exceptions the religious publishing so- 
cieties were among the very first to adopt the 
reform, and to make the rules of this Associa- 
tion the rule of their business. In one instance 
where this was not done, a personal interview 
by the chairman brought out the fact that no 
notification or invitation had been sent, and 
upon the matter being placed before the busi- 
ness manager properly, the necessary orders 
were at once given. Your Committee are 
happy to believe that, as a rule, the publishing 
societies have adhered as rigidly to the rules 
of this Association as any class of dealers in 
the whole trade. 

In regard to the future, your Committee can 
not help believing that amy careful, conserva- 
tive, well-considered action of this body will 
doubtless meet the hearty approval and co- 
operation of this entire branch of the trade. 

Every religious publishing society, so far as 
the chairman knows, conducts its business 


upon the well-approved plan of other houses— : 


The Publishers’ Weekly. 


sss 
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namely, making the profits pay its expenses— 
and if this is not done the same inevitable re- 
sult must follow in their case as of any private 
publisher. I am certain none of them wish any 
longer to try the experiment of the last few 
years, that has been so thoroughly tested, of 
selling goods at /ess than cost and expecting to 
pay a hundred cents on the dollar, and ex- 
penses. Respectfully submitted, 
H. E. SmmMons, 


Chairman, etc. 


THE PRESIDENT.—Now, gentlemen, if you 
have any doubt as to whether we have made 
any progress, I think you have some evidence 
inthis report. I know it is very common in 
these days to say that religion don’t amount to 
very much, but religion has kept the twenty per 
cent rule. [Afp/ause.| Is the Committee on 
Local Organizations ready to report, Mr. Cush- 
ing, of Baltimore, chairman ? 

Mr. Cushing asked permission to have the re- 
port first submitted to the Committee of Thirty, 
stating that he had sent out two hundred and fifty 
circulars to members of the trade asking sug- 
gestions, but had been unable to submit his re- 
port tohis committee. It was for this reason he 
would like to have it first referred to the Com- 
mittee of Thirty, to have it partially discussed, 
so that the report finally may come before the 
Convention with the indorsement of at least a 
larger number than in the present case, there 
being but two members of the Committeeé on 
Local Organizations here. He added also a 
request that, as there was much business al- 
ready referred to the Committee of Thirty, it 
would meet immediately after the session of the 
Convention in this place, which was preferable 
to the open lobby at the Belmont Hotel, where 
it was obliged to hold its meeting last evening. 
The proposed arrangements were made, and 
the Finance Committee was called upon to 
report. 

Finance Committee. 


Mr. Bowen, the chairman, said that he would 
simply make a statement, leaving the Treasurer 
to make a detailed report of the finances of the 
Association. The last report of the Treasurer 
showed our Association in a very healthful 
financial condition. We had money enough to 
pay our expenses, and a little surplus to defray 
the necessary expenses of the next meeting. 
We did not anticipate finding it necessary to 
call for additional funds. At the close of the 
session, however, when it was too late to 
make any provision for raising funds, the 
Association gave authority to the Executive 
Committee to employ a Secretary at an expense 
of six hundred dollars perannum. As might 
be expected, the treasury was very soon emp- 
tied, and a call made upon the Finance Com- 
mittee for more funds. By the constitution, 
the Committee had the right to assess three 
dollars per member, which would have 
amounted to three or four hundred dollars: 
but as a large number of members had just 
joined, it was thought, after correspondence 
with members of the Committee, that it would 
not be advisable to make the assessment ; that 
it might do more harm than good ; and it was 
finally decided to prepare a letter for Mr. 
Monachesi, authorizing him to ask advances 
from some of the wealthy members of the 
Association. 

THE PRESIDENT.—Will you name some of 
them, if you please? [ZLaughier.] 
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Mr. Bowen.—The Treasurer, Mr. Nicholson, 
will name them in his report. The advances 
were made, and the Association has gone on to 
the present hour without being out of funds. 
Regarding these funds, I would say they have 
been advances by those belonging to the Asso- 
ciation. It will be understood, however, that 
the Association owes this money: it was not a 
contribution, it was an advance. 

THE PRESIDENT.—Without collateral. [ Zaugh- 
ter.| 

Mr. Bowen.—It will be seen that if each 
member pays two dollars, we shall have money 
enough to pay these advances, leaving the trea- 
sury empty. The question nowis, What shall 
we do for the coming year? If we employa 
secretary as heretofore, we can not get along 
unless each member pay fivedollars. There is, 
however, another way, which has been very 
successful with this Association: I remember 
one time that we were some five or six hundred 
dollars*behindhand, and the liberal members 
of the Association paid it without seeming to 
know it. We have thought it desirable to ask, 
or to leave it to the Convention, whether it 
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would not be the better way, instead of increas. 
ing the membership fee to five dollars, to take 
up contributions and thus raise whatever 
money may be necessary to defray these adqdj. 
tional expenses—that is, the expenses cop. 
nected with the employment of a secretary. 
The Committee think it would be desirable, if 
it could be successful; and they are willing 
that the experiment should be tried. The 
Treasurer will suggest the method, probably by 
calling the roll and asking contributions, or he 
may ask privately how much each one will sub. 
scribe in order to raise this money without an 
additional drain on the Association. The 
Treasurer, as I say, will make a detailed report 
of the financial condition, and then the Conven- 
tion will be prepared to act accordingly. 

THE PRESIDENT.—I have great pleasure in 
introducing to you the Treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Timothy Nicholson, of Richmond, 
Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. Bowen, the recommenda- 
tion of the Finance Committee was referred to 
the Committee of Thirty. 

Mr. Nicholson read the following report : 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


T. NICHOLSON, 7veasurer, 


In Account witH A.B.T. ASSOCIATION. 


on hand as per last report 


Dr. to cash Z r 
. received at Niagara, annual dues 


‘ 


fe ‘¢ since, annual dues 


$284 x 
252 00 


T9000 00 


‘* advanced for salary of N. R. Monachesi : 


Cr. by cash paid 
for Nia 
N. R. 


ee “ 


ee ve 


Porter & Bainbridge, circulars 


- Postal cards printed for Treasurer 
* N. R. Monachesi, salary and expenses to June rrth.... 


Cash on hand 


By J. R. Osgood & Co 
g a & Shepard 

** Henry Holt & Co 

** J. B. Lippincott & Co 

© Di ART vnc bodeces. 20088 

“ American News Company 

** Claxton, Remsen & 


Slocum & Thornton for verbatim reports of Niagara Con.... 
Lee & Shepherd, Constitution, postage, etc............... ; 
ara ExXpenses............. 
onachesi, salary and expenses.............. 


ee ee 


25 00 
25 00 
25 00 
100 00 
z00 00 
100 00 
50 00 


$1,061 11 


affelfinger.... 


$196 00 
56 00 
82 10 
57 67 
40 00 
41 67 
88 72 


61 43 

3 00 
315 19 
118 34 


$1,061 1 


LIABILITIES. 


Money advanced by sundry firms 
S. W. Green’s bill for stationery 


Less cash on hand 


Indebtedness 


$425 00 
31 37 


$456 37 
118 34 


$338 03 


The undersigned having examined the above, and compared it with the vouchers, find it 


correct. 
PHILADELPHIA, July 13th, 1876. 


Local Reports. 


THE PRESIDENT.—Now, I think it exceeding- 
ly desirable that we should get some statements, 
not only as to the state of trade in various lo- 
calities, but as to the operations of the rules of 
the Association. The best way to get at that is 
through the statements of the gentlemen con- 
nected with various local organizations, and 
first in order I would callon Alfred C. Barnes, 


SiLas T. Bowen, 
CHAS. HUMPHREY. 


of New York, the President of the Central 
Booksellers’ Association. 


NEW YORK, 


Mr. Barnes said: 


Mr. President and fellow-tradesmen : The atti- 
tude of the Central Association during the 
year that is just past has been one of quiet 
contemplation. I would like to call it 4 
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masterly inactivity if I dared, but I fear it | 
would hardly bear the name. We have in a. 
quiet way rested upon the laurels won prior to | 
the termination of the exciting campaign of the | 
previous year, which terminated with our report | 
at Niagara, enjoying the advantages secured at 
that time, and not too much encouraged by 
circumstances to grasp for more. I suppose 
we ought to be ashamed, and it is a mortifying 
thing to confess, that we have not made greater 
progress; but the truth must be told and its 
applications made, or else we shall never expe- 
rience a revival. We have noticed, too, that the 
apathy is not confined to New York; it seems 
to have spread far and wide, as though some 
power hostile to the book trade had woven a 
subtle spell and cast it over the whole brother- 
hood. With so many equal sinners, then, we 
are not so much abashed as we ought to be, 
in view of the state of facts. As to the phi- 
losophy of the thing, we do not attribute this 
condition, as your Executive Committee’s re- 
port has prepared you for believing, to any 
weakening of faith or of purpose to maintain 
the eternal principles, founded on truth, equity, 
and justice, that have been heretofore evolved. 
On the contrary, let any man of us sniff the | 
slightest disrespect for our great and glorious 
constitution, and he is on his feet, with his wea- 


pons in his hands and vengeance in his eye ing 


an instant. But I am sorry to say, he is very 
apt to go to sleep again before he pierces the | 
offender. I am led to use this allegory in view | 
of the lame and impotent conclusions of several | 
committees, sent out from the Central Book- | 
sellers’ Association. Although they went forth | 
breathing threatenings and slaughter, some of | 
those men I have never seen again. Unless their | 
valor failed them—a thought which should per- | 
ish before it was uttered—their bones to-day 
lie bleaching before the caves of our two local 
ogres, one on Beekman street, and one on 
Fourteenth street. [Afp/ause.] Poor fellows! 
They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
but they did not get up steam enough to carry | 
them to the end which they sought. 

THE PRESIDENT.—Were they divided 
death ? 

Mr. BArNES.—I don’t know, I am sure. They 
may all be in one place. I suppose we may 
consider this their obituary notice, unless we 
shall succeed in galvanizing them to a better | 
purpose hereafter. 

The Central Association is now practically, as 
to details, an affair of New York alone. Three | 
stalwart branches have grown out on either hand. 
The offshoot at Boston has grappled vigorous- | 
ly, | believe, with the ferocious book-butcher | 
and given him many a fall; and the trade in 
Baltimore have organized successfully under | 
my accomplished friend, Mr. Cushing. But | 
our youngest, our Benjamin we may call him, | 
the young Hercules of Philadelphia, is our joy | 
and our pride at the time of the present speak- | 
ing. [Applause.] You will remember that he | 
was a Prodigal ; but ever since he fell upon his 
father’s bosom at Niagara [/aughter] his life 
has been indeed an exemplary one. For pro- 
bity and usefulness and efficiency few can com- 
pare with him. The very atmosphere he 


in 


breathes, I believe, is fatal to the underseller, 


because we have never heard of one since. 
They seem to dry up and blow away before the 
pure influence. And have you noticed the pro- 
digious jewel worn upon his bosom? It is the 
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All honor to 
I have no right, of course, 


princely house of Lippincott. 
the brave and true! 


to anticipate the report of our hosts, but I can 


not refrain from paying them this passing com- 
pliment, as we claim a part of the credit, in 
default of much of our own, for what they have 
accomplished since setting up housekeeping 
for themselves. 

But you will naturally ask me to give yousome- 
thing, as the watchman in our particular lati- 
tude, of the progress of the night, as observed 
from New York. Well, traveller, the day is 
breaking ; but I think it is the slowest dawn I 
ever saw. [Zaughter.| The car of Phoebus 
lingers long beneath the horizon. It does not 
recede, that is one comfort; and some enthu- 
siastic reformer, flapping his wings on an ideal 
roost, cheers us by an occasional crow. But 
the powers of darkness, I regret to say, laugh 
both him and us to scorn. Though unable to 
drive back the glowing orb they still deprive us 
of the full effulgence of his shining face. Who 
are the powers that wield such a baneful in- 
fluence? They are of the great family of ogres 
who have baffled our bravest and best, as here- 
tofore narrated. And, strange to say, these ob- 
stacles to progress are themselves of insignifi- 
cant strength, but, like the giants in the Pil- 
grim’s Progress, they sit idly in their dens, but 
mutter incantations to mightier wizards than 
themselves; and these wizards are not, like 
themselves, malicious, but only indifferent, and 
from sheer good-nature lend themselves to pur- 
poses of mischief. 

And right here, Mr. President, I must drop 
metaphor and distinctly arraign my own class 
of the trade. Gentlemen publishers—those 
who are present, and those who are absent, if 
my word shall reach them—you are responsible 
for the present halt in the reform. These brave 
men have toiled and overcome ; they have ac- 
complished all that could be done by earnest 
shoulder-to-shoulder effort among themselves. 


, You have looked on with indulgence and even 


with approval ; you have yourselves conformed 


| to the rules of the Association as applying to 


your own trade, and you have praised their 
wisdom and their equity; but all the while you 
have been deliberately supplying ammunition 


| to the cruel underseller, who is practically on 
| the same footing with the regular trade in 


your accounts. You say that other publish- 


| ers, or that the jobbers, would supply them 
| if you did not, and that the money of the 


underseller is as good as any other. Now these 
are specious arguments, but they are by no 
means conclusive. I venture to say that the 
publishers will all agree to cut off the under- 
sellers if you who now hold back will take the 
lead. But even if they do not, you will win a 
dozen active friends at every point where your 
magnanimity becomes known and its beneficial 
influence is felt, who will carry your list to 
greater’ success than the influence of all the 
booksellers in the place, or the baleful influ- 
ence of the bookselling Ishmaelite alone can 
possibly offer you. The jobbers can be no 
possible obstacle, because they are willing to 
comply with the expressed wishes of the pub- 
lisher, with regard to the disposition of his 
stock. Noclass has shown more willingness 
than the jobbers to- co-operate with every prac- 
tical measure of the reform, and the manager 
of the leading jobbing house in the country 
has repeatedly assured me that they would 








comply in the minutest particular with any 
reasonable request which might be made by the 
publisher about the disposition of his books ; 
and that includes all requests likely to be made 
or which this Convention would indorse. The 
apprehension lest you might not be able to 
follow your stock through several hands, and 
thereby prevent it from reaching the sinner 
at last, is unfounded. The publisher’s arm 
is long, and I defy any dealer to obtain a suffici- 
ent stock to carry on business if the publisher 
is determined he shall not have it. [Afp/ause.} 

The proposition that the underseller’s money, 
being as good as any other, entitles him to the 
indulgence which he receives, I stoutly oppose. 
In the first place, it is questionable whether you 
ever get that money [/aughter], and, on the 
other hand, whether he will not drag down with 
him two or three more honest dealers, and so 


leave the publisher trebly desolate. Then con- | 


sider the morality of it. Can we, as publishers 
—because I am not putting myself outside my 
own class now, but I can say we are willing to 
do what I now suggest for my own house [/oud 
applause|\—can we afford to make our trade-list 


amoral falsehood, for the sake of thirty pieces | 


of silver? [Applause.] ‘‘ Has good faith a 
price?” is the question which the publisher 
should ask himself. 


Finally, the right to impose terms upon sales, # 


affecting the subsequent disposition of stock, 
is just as clear as that of the druggist who 


declines to fill a prescription of strychnine for | 


a would-be suicide, or a railroad company 
which issues excursion tickets which shall be 
good only on the day of issue. Therefore there 
is nothing wanting, it seems to me, but the con- 
sent of the publishers to set the key-stone in 
this arch that has been so laboriously con- 
structed, at the present stage of this movement. 
I would rather have the signatures of twenty 
publishers in these large cities to a guarantee 
of protection, than those of ten thousand 
booksellers throughout the country to an agree- 
ment to co-operate simply. [Afp/ause.] Only 
let the publishers promise that the moment an 


underseller is bulletined as such by the Arbi- | 
tration Committee they will cut him off, and | 
the reform from that day is an accomplished | 


fact. [Applause.| I do wish that the publishers 
might awaken to a full sense of their responsi- 
bility in this matter. And in this connection I 
greatly regret to see that some of the great 
houses are not represented here. It seems a 
pity, when so much has been accomplished, 
that all should fail from want of a little practi- 
cal sympathy and effort where the trade have a 
good right to expect it. 

Our present situation reminds me of a dra- 
matic episode in the march of Xenophon’s ten 
thousand, as narrated in the Anabasis. After 
perils and hardships innumerable,we have come 
to a height whence like those heroes we joy- 
fully shout “ Thallassa ! Thallassa !” and plunge 
towards the sea. But lo! an unexpected ob- 
stacle! Though liberty isin sight and almost 
within reach, the whole shores are lined with 
the battlemented cities of publishers, whose 
sentinels cry “ No thoroughfare !” to the throng 
before their gates. [Afplause.] No one dis- 
putes that this is the clear right of neutrals, but, 
gentlemen publishers, the trade calls upon you 
to choose the nobler part and to declare your- 
selves full allies, ready and willing to give suc 
cor and deliverance to these grateful pilgrims, 
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who will in turn carry your banners, with their 
| own, tovictory inmany a new campaign. I might 
add a dozen selfish considerations to influence 
you, but I will not pay such slight honor to my 
‘own class. I am proud to belong toa body of men 
_who act on principle. They will do this thing 
because it is right, because it is generous, and 
_ because it will add fresh lustre to the honorable 
name of an American publisher! [Great ap- 
| plause.| 
THE PRESIDENT.—I have a few letters which 
I want to read in the absence of our Secretary. 
The first has for its heading the name of a 
house than which there is none more honorable 
in all the land—the house of Little, Brown & 
Co., of Boston. [Afplause.| These letters are 
| addressed to the President, in answer to spe- 
cial invitations sent to the senior members of 


| these various firms : 


AUGUSTUS FLAGG. 


Boston, June 26, 1876. 


A. D. F. Ranpo.pn, Esq., President A. B. T. A.: 
| Dear Sir: I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of your kind letter of the 2oth inst., and the flat- 
tering assurance that my presence at the ap- 
| proaching Philadelphia Convention is desired 
| by the members of the trade. While I fully 
appreciate the compliment, I find myself 
obliged to decline the invitation. For many 
_years I have virtually withdrawn from active 
| intercourse with the members of the trade, 
and should despair of being able to add any 
thing to the wisdom of their counsels. But 


| while I can not personally co-operate with you 

in your efforts towards reform, I assure you of 
| my hearty sympathy and good wishes, so far as 
| your enterprise promises practical improve- 
| ment in the trade. 


That it is well intended, | 
| can not doubt; but the experience of the past 
| year does not justify expectations of its /w/l 
_ success. 
| Let me add that, in my opinion, our firm has 
fallen behind no others in this effort to main- 
| tain a uniformity in the prices of books, even 
to our detriment. ‘ 

Yours very truly, 

AvuGuSTUS FLAGG. 

ROBERT CLARKE. 


CINCINNATI, June 22, 1876. 


| 
My DEAR RANDOLPH: I have just received the 

special invitation of your committee for the 

Convention meeting of 11th prox. 

|. L regret very much that it will not be in my 

| power to be present on that occasion, much as 
I would like to meet you all there and take 
what little part I could in your proceedings. 
It will be an important meeting, and I hope will 
be a large and harmonious one, and wisely settle 
whatever vexed questions may be brought be 
fore it. 

My partner, Mr. Alexander Hill, will repre- 
sent our firm. 

I have not been east for eleven years, but 
hope to break away about the 1st September, 
and renew my personal acquaintance with my 
friends in the trade in Philadelphia, New York, 
and Boston. 

Wishing you a very successful meeting, | 
remain Yours very truly, 

ROBERT CLARKE. 


THE PREsIDENT.—Now, gentlemen, here is 
a letter from one whom many of you perhaps 
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have never seen—a man who for forty years 
has pursued the even tenor of his way ; against 
whom there has never been entered a complaint 
of unfair dealing ; a man who has reaped sub- 
stantial fruits of his labor, who, while he has 
never come much into personal contact with 
you, has never lost his interest in this business, 
and who is one of the best supporters of this 
reform. 
ROBERT CARTER. 
New-York, June 22, 1876. 

A. D. F. RANDOLPH, Esq.: 

DEAR Sir: Your kind invitation to the Book- 
sellers’ Meeting was received last night. I 
am sorry that I can not accept it, as I am going 
with my family to Massachusetts on Tuesday 
next, to stay for the summer months. 

It has been a great pleasure to me—super- 
annuated as I am—to see the manly effort you 
and your fellow-workers are making to remedy 
the evils that afflict the Book Trade. May you 
have great success in a work that requires 
much wisdom. 

Yours affectionately, 
ROBERT CARTER. 


THE PRESIDENT.—A few weeks ago, gentle- 
men, it was my pleasure to spend an hour or 
two with one of the magnates of our trade; 
one who for the last year has retired substan- 
tially from active life. I sat upon the porch of 
his house in one of those beautiful towns on 
our noble Hudson, looking off for miles around 
upon a scene of surpassing loveliness and 
beauty. He sat upon the porch, the very figure 
of a veteran taking his repose after years of 
manly, honest toil. This letter is from him : 

FLETCHER HARPER. 


IRVINGTON, June 23, 1876. 
A. D. F. RANDOLPH, Esq., President A. B. T. A.: 
My DEAR Sir: I am very much touched with 
your kind remembrance of an old fellow like 
me, but, as you know, I am too great an in- 
valid, just now, to incur the excitement of ac- 
cepting your invitation to be personally present 
at the Convention of the r1th of July, of the 
trade, 
[ have referred your invitation to our house, 
and hope that some of them will accept it. 
Yours faithfully, 
FLETCHER HARPER. 
THE PRESIDENT.—Now, gentlemen, we have 
a few more letters, but we will vary the exer- 
cises, and would like to hear from Mr. Hammett, 


of the Committee of the New England Book- 
sellers’ Association. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Mr. Hammett said : 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Association: 
It would seem too bad to report any thing but 
success of our organization, and of the plans 
made by such an honorable body of men, such 
a good-looking body of men, such a wise body 
of men, as the booksellers of the United 
States. I have been thinking what I could say 
in the way of the success, if I should be called 
upon, of this movement in New England. I 
can say this much, that there are some of us 
that have thought its principles so true and so 
good to live by that they would he good 
enough to die by; and in keeping .hem we 
have almost died, during the year that is past. 
The 20 per cent rule oa the rules of the As- 
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sociation, as we have adopted them in our As- 
sociation, have been a success to me in this 
respect. They have enabled me to keep on my 
shelves the books that I bought last fall for 
the purpose of selling to make something on, 
and that success has been worth something to 
me this summer; because it has kept my men 
busy every day with their dusters, going over 
them and keeping them in shape for next fall’s 
trade. So Satan has found no mischief for idle 
hands todo. [Laughter and applause. | 

It has been a success with us in some other 
respects. When we come to the matter of 
Public Libraries, which was referred to yester- 
day, as the all-consuming market apparently 
for our goods, we found last fall there were a 
few libraries that came around to us and asked 
the prices of books, and that kept us busy in 
marking up their lists, and in showing they 
could have the books at 20 per cent off. It 
found business for our clerks who would other- 
wise have been idle Every man in Boston 
had the privilege of marking on the same list, 
and that made a good deal of work for all of 
them. They went all around and found they 
couldn’t do any better, and some of them pur- 
chased ; and the circulating libraries did the 
same. And we thought we were going to have 
a nice time, selling to libraries at 20 per cent 
off. But soon they found a man in New York 
who would sell them all they wanted at one 
third off, and they went backon us. But some 
of those men are getting rich by selling goods 
at cost or less than cost—a paradox which I 
have never been able to explain or figure on 
my profit-and-loss sheet. 

It has been a success in another direction. 
Last week a teacher in a town a few miles 
from New Bedford wrote to me, saying that he 
wanted to use a few of my friend Eldredge’s 
books, among them Chase & Stuart’s First 
Six Books in Virgil, list price $1.25; and said 
he, “ I sent to New Bedford for them and they 
charged me ninety-five cents a piece ; I think I 
paid too much; | ought to have bought them 
from you. What could I have them from you 
for?” I wrote him back, “ For one dollar ;” 
and I have lost his trade, which will go to New 
Bedford hereafter. 

Now it seems to me, gentlemen, that asa 
general thing there are a few of us who are 
standing between two fires. [Chere seem to be 
some good, honorable publishers among the 
heaviest publishers in the country on the one 
hand, and a class of retailers on the other. 
These retailers can get all the stock they wish, 
and they can undersell the jobbers at from five 
to ten per cent, and we hold our goods. 

One thing more and 1am done. At the last 
meeting of the New England Booksellers’ As- 
sociation the charge was made that the Arbitra- 
ticn Committee had ceased to do its duty; 
that complaint after complaint had been 
handed in and no attention had been paid to 
them. This fired the Arbitration Committee 
anew, and we thought we would get a new 
lease of our lives by doing something before 
this Convention. We sent out invitations for 
complaints. We got in a few. We called a 
meeting, and we had a meeting at the building 
where two members of the Arbitration Com- 
mittee had their office, so as to be sure that we 
could have a quorum of three present. The 
cases were brought before us. “Words and 
their Uses” had been sold by this underseller 
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for $1.50; ‘‘ Smith’s Bible Dictionary” had been 
sold for $18, and other books in the same pro- 
portion. We passed resolutions that that man 
was an underseller. We went farther. A ma- 
jority of those present thought best, as he had 
had an invitation to be present and answer and 
had refused to comply with that request—a 
majority of the Committee thought best to no- 
tify all of the trade not to sell that underseller 
any more books, and also requested me to 
write to the Chairman of the Arbitration Com- 
mittee of the Central Association asking him 
to do the same thing in New York and Phila- 
delphia. But on consultation with some of the 
warmest friends of this twenty per cent rule 
and with some of the leading members of this 
Association, they said the moment we should 
do that we should be complained of for libel, 
and nothing but a case in court and a long 
suit and damages would be the result, and we 
must handle the parties tenderly. Well, as I 
was not very fond of courting—in that way— 
and as the profits of the last year’s sales had 
not been sufficient to pay high damages, I con- 
cluded to take the advice of those gentlemen 
and have an interview with this underseller. 
Last Monday night he and I came on the Fall 
River line together. For two blessed hours 
we consulted together, and that man said that 
by two hours’ swearing in his store he could 
get all his clerks instructed so that none of 
them would sell at more than twenty per cent 
off ; so that hereafter I think you will find Bos- 
ton the paradise of booksellers, and you will 
not hear of any books being sold for more than 
twenty per cent off. [Applause.] 


CINCINNATI, 


THE PRESIDENT.—Now, gentlemen, you can’t 
have a good picture without lights and shadows. 
Having had considerable shadow for a little 
while, I would like to call upon Mr. Hill, of 
Robert Clarke & Co., of Cincinnati, to give usa 
little light and pleasant coloring, as shall show 
us the working of the reform movement in that 
city. [Applause.]| 

Mr. Hill said his statement would be buta 
brief one ; that they had local organization, and 
that there was a perfect unanimity of feeling in 
the trade on the question of the twenty per 
cent rule—that is, those engaged in the disposi- 
tion of miscellaneous books—and that books 
have been sold in no case at a greater discount 
than twenty percent ; that there was a circular 
issued stating that no discount could be given 
better than ten per cent, and in some cases 
twenty per cent; that they had found that to 
work very admirably; that most of the trade 
had come directly to them, and they had tried 
to do every thing they could to encourage the 
local bookseller. 

THE PRESIDENT.—I would like to ask Mr. 
Hill in regard to the operation of the rule as to 
the public libraries, what has been their ex- 
perience in Cincinnati; whether they have 
lost all their library trade, or whether they have 
been able to sell to public libraries for the last 
three years? 

Mr. HIL_t.—We have sold them right along, 
on an understanding with the booksellers that 
that discount was given, and the trade has 
strictly adhered to that discount. 

A member stated that as Mr. Cushing, of 
Baltimore, was present, the Convention would 
be glad to hear from him. 
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BALTIMORE. 


Mr. Cushing said: 

Ours is a very short story to tell. We 
are like men that are about to get into 
a sea of trouble. All of our trade belong 
to the local association, and all keep its 
rules, except one. That one has been duly 
posted on the bulletin-board of the Arbitration 
Committee. The bulletin has never left the 
committee as yet, therefore we can’t tell what 
they are going to do about it. We do want 
one other element to make us feel that the re- 
form is all that it should be, and Mr. Barnes 
struck the key-note of it in his address to you 
this morning. [A/pp/ause.| 

One of the members of our local association 
read to the Committee of Thirty a statement 
showing how necessary that thing is, and that 
while the publishers of the United States hold 
their best terms in almost every case to bea 
discount of 4o per cent, and while they claim 
that that is given only on the introduction of 
books to school boards, I announce to the Con- 
vention that books furnished to the city schools 
of the city of Baltimore were furnished at a 
discount all through of 42 per cent. Now, 
gentlemen, walking through high grass and 
feeling a sharp sting, we say there must be a 
snake ; and it would be natural to say that the 
man that can sell at 42 per cent discount and 
make money, must be aided by somebody who 
is breaking the rules of the Publishers’ Board 
of Trade. We can not believe that any pub- 
lishers would do that; but it stands to-day that 
the school board of Baltimore can be supplied 
at 42 per cent discount, and school boards at 
other places can be supplied at 50 per cent, 
with the books of two of the leading publish- 
ers. The sale has been offered to school 
boards of the counties of the State of Mary- 
land at 50 off, and the contracts given and 
money made. 

Now, the anomaly that the gentleman of 
Boston spoke of as a paradox is most strange: 
that men can sell their books at a price less 
than the publisher will assure you, on his 
honor, face to face, he has ever sold them; and 
that all the profit of the trade goes to the men 
who sell below what they pay. This is no 
reason for going back on the rule which you 
make. And the other side of the paradox is 
that the man who sells at a discount of 20 for a 
short period can hardly raise money enough to 
come to this Convention, with all the liberal 
terms afforded. The paradox is proper to 
solve, and it comes that after three years’ work 
you have got to decide what there is in the book 
trade that in it there is an element that exists 
in no other business; that the only way to be 
prosperous is to dispose of your goods at a 
large percentage below what they cost you. 
[ Laughter. | 

And there is another question which this 
Convention should straightway think of—how 
far its publishers or its jobbers can afford 
to sell to people who persistently sell for 
less, for a greater discount than they can 
get off; and how long it would be, on that 
principle, before the whole country is strewn 
with the wrecks of booksellers, and the strong- 
est publishers may begin to feel that there 
comes to be a drain upon their resources that 
may put them on that awful list that the agen- 
cies send round. This question, gentlemen, | 
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don’t wish to bring before you before its time, 
because the Committee of Thirty will undoubt- 
edly bring it before you, and from all parts of 
the country it will come up before you, and the 
mode of dealing with it and what remedy shall 
be established must rest with you. But our 
association asks you how it can_ happen. 
Somewhere among you all, publishers and 
booksellers together, there should be a possi- 
bility of establishing some legitimate prin- 
ciple in the trade, or else we then come 
down to do what has always been profitable in 
the book trade: to take a single book under 
your arm, with all that for your stock, and no 
more, put on a light coat with two ample pock- 
ets, and a placard on your back, if you please, 
‘Orders taken at 40 off for this valuable pub- 
lication.” [Applause.] This will not tempt 
into the book trade men of culture and charac- 
ter; it may tempt to the book trade men with- 
out character or integrity. 

But, to leave the gloomy picture, in the re- 
tailing of books we have found the rule work 
generally very successfully. We have found 
that among the general public buyers are 
thoroughly satisfied so long as they believe 
that, according to the amount of their pur- 
chases, and according to their professional 
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ten cents, for that is the price at which they sell 
themselves, in the reports, on single books, 
[Laughter.| Ought this not to be an incredible 


thing? You can’t buy a professional thief for 
ten cents. It is derogatory to the profession. 
[ Laughter. | 


THE PRESIDENT.—The price is too low. 

Mr. Cusninc.—The price is too low ; there 
are some things for which a small amount of 
money does not pay. Certainly there ought to 
be a feeling among the bookselling profession 
that if there be any class of men—if there be one 
class of merchants who should stand pre- 
eminently above all others in the community, 
whose word should be as good as their bond, 
and whose obligation, once entered into, should 
never be broken, it should be a select class of 
men like you. There is not a man here, as I 
look around on this assembly, in whose face I 
can read so mean a trait as of selling his mer- 
cantile honor for so low and petty a price. 
[Great applause. | 

THE RESIDENT.—Mr. Ingham, of Cleve- 
land, asks the gentleman from Baltimore whe- 


| ther the twenty per cent rule in its application 


qualifications, under the rules, they are doing | 


as well at home as they can doelsewhere. That 
is all theyask. The teacher is not satisfied usu- 
ally if he finds another man who sells him at 
30 and I sell him at only 20; but if he knows 
that at Philadelphia or New York the teach- 
er gets only 20, he is perfectly contented 
to buy at home. And so it is with libraries. 
They are perfectly contented to buy at home if 
they once feel assured that they can do as well 
at home as they can by going elsewhere. And 
now, gentlemen, ever on this revolving globe 
we come again to that one spot, New York. 
From wherever you start, wherever you go in 


the universe, for any thing especially good or | 


bad, it seems you must travel back to New 
York. There is an awful rumor that in New 
York libraries are getting 30 and 33 per cent 
off. It comes without a name—a rumor that 
some of the high and reputable houses in the 
trade had offered books to libraries for more 
than 20 per cent. I had a conversation with a 


party who said he had been offered books for | 


more than 20 per cent discount by the leading 
houses in New York. “I want to know two 
things,” I said. “Do you call the men that 
offered you this reputable houses of the trade?” 
“Yes,” was the reply. 
two, whom I had no belief would have broken 
the agreement, whom I had the firmest confi- 
dence would stand Straight out, and it was 
worth losing the sale of a library to know that 
the two great houses on which I had relied, and 
about whom I had asked, were free from the 
aspersion of having sold their commercial 
honor. I said, “ Did Scribner, Welford & Arm- 
Strong, or Harper & Brothers, give you any 
better offer than 20 per cent off?” “No!” 
[Great applause 

Gentlemen, 


generally, take them as they run, through the 
world, the price of their honor is moderately 
high, But according to all the statements we 
hear in regard to a select body of men—I mean 
of certain members selected, whose names we 
do not know—it must be admitted that the price 
of a bookseller’s honor is sometimes as low as 


I gave, as a test, only | 


want to say that among men | 


to the professional classes is kept in Baltimore. 
I understood Mr. Cushing to say it was strictly 
kept. 

At our Convention at Put-in-Bay, and also 
at Niagara, although the house was ably repre- 


| sented by one of its junior members, we did 
not have the pleasure of meeting the senior of 


isthe firm of Scribner, Armstrong & Co. 





| 








Mr. 
Armstrong is with us to-day, and I would like 
to have him say a few words to you. 


MR. ARMSTRONG’S REMARKS. 


Mr. Armstrong said : 

I am very glad to meet you all here. | 
have been so much interested with a French 
official here that I have omitted hearing much 
that has been going on. As many of you 
know, I am not directly engaged in the pro- 
cess of selling books, being so much occu- 
pied with the general supervision of our busi- 
ness, though of course I do know however 
about our experience in this reform. And Iam 
very glad to say to you that we feel we have 
been very greatly benefited by it, although we 
have had many come to us at times complaining 
of this, that, or the other house, and we have no 
doubt there is that complaint of us. All that I 
can say is, we are in sympathy with you, and 


| want to do every thing we can do in this re- 


form. 
But while I am here I might say that what in 


|My own mind has been most prominent since 


you have commenced this reform, is the fact 
that the discounts are too great with all in our 
trade. We humbug ourselves by the large dis- 


_ counts that the publishers have felt themselves 
'forced to make, and thereby we have been 


forced to increase the retail prices of our books. 
Now, gentlemen, it seems to me, from the little 
that I know about this matter, the most im- 
portant thing we can do isto reduce both the 
retail prices and discounts. [Afp/ause.| Then 
the matter of reform will have a practical 
issue. And while I know that the jobber 
must have his profit, and the retailer his, 


so also must the publisher have his pro- 


fit; and I am sure that the publisher will join 
with me in saying that our profits are less than 
they ever have been, although the prices seem 
to be too high to the public. Now let us make 


184 


up our minds to make our retail prices lower, 
make our discounts less, stick to them through 
and through, no matter what amount of books 
is bought, and you will soon find that the re- 


form will have more effect and more power than | 


by any other means. I simply give this as my 
personal experience, and would be glad to hear 


the experience of other publishers, as well as | 
I know as publishers we can’t | 
get along without the retailing booksellers, and | 


booksellers. 


we must work for them and through them. 


We depend upon the regular sale of the books | 


we publish, and we depend upon you to help 
us to sell; and to do so we must be in sym- 
pathy with you, and we want do all we can to 
help you. And we intend to do it. [App/ause.] 

Mr. Barnes begged to append to his report 
two resolutions from the Central Booksellers’ 
Association ; one of these was incorrectly given 
at first, and will be found correctly given be- 
low, by Mr. Dodd. The other suggested to the 
Convention a recommendation to the publish- 
ers to reduce prices and discounts. [The reso- 
lution itself could not be found.—R. B. K., 
Stenographer. | 

Taig PRESIDENT.—Now, gentlemen, we have 
had very abundant evidence since we have 
been together that this was a good place to hold 
our convention. The Committees of Arrange- 
ments and of Reception have shown very great 
kindness to us in many respects. In addition 
to that you have been permitted to walk 
through the halls of the great Exposition. 


members of our trade prosecuting their great 
vocation in foreign lands—our German and our 
French friends. And we have with us this 
morning the representative of one of the most 
distinguished firms—Hachette & Co., of Paris 
—Mr. Fouret, whom I now wish to present to 
you. [Loud and prolonged applause. | 


REMARKS OF MR. FOURET. 


Gentlemen : 1 must first apologize for my 
very bad English. I am not accustomed to 
speak in public, and especially in your nice, 
good, and friendly language. But I think 
when I am among my brothers here that we 
shall very soon get acquainted with each other, 
and that we shall get along together very well. 
I am very much pleased, for my own part, to 
see here so nice and beautiful a meeting as this 
one, and I feel it to be avery good and excellent 
thing to have an opportunity of seeing nearly 
all the representatives of the branches of the 
publishing and bookselling business in Ame- 
rica as I have seen here to-day. I must thank 
you for the kind reception that we all—French 
and other foreign commissioners—have had 
here, and I must thank you for the kind recep- 
tion in admitting me to this meeting with you. 
[Loud applause.| 


HUDSON RIVER CITIES. 


The President then called for further local 
reports. Mr. Knight first spoke, for the Hudson 
River Association. 

Mr. Knight said : 

I regret very much that my partner, Mr. 
Nims, is not here to tell the story of 
our labors in Troy, or that our neighboring 
friend, Mr. Young, is not, although he is 
present and attending the Exhibition — I 
don’t know but by some chance he may be in 
the room. If Mr. Young is here I should be 


We | 
have also been permitted to meet some of the | 
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very glad to yield the floor to him. [f not, 
however, I will as briefly as possible give you 
_an account of our work in our locality. After 
the Niagara Convention, last year, I went 
home brimful of enthusiasm, as I always do 
after a meeting of this kind. We immediately 
got things in shape for forming a local associa. 
tion. 
Before doing that, however, I was suddenly 
called away on a trip which took me from 
home six or eight weeks, going from Troy 
to New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, 
_and thence West. I made it my business dur. 
ing that trip to make inquiries in regard to the 
| working of the regulations of the Association, 
and found that certain methods had been 
started in Philadelphia and other cities, partic. 
| ularly Philadelphia, in regard to the question 
_of discounts. Certain matters which we had 
deemed best to leave open and unsettled at the 
Niagara Convention, had been nicely adjusted 
in Philadelphia. I immediately wrote home to 
my partners that such was the case, and sug. 
| gested the formation of a local organization, 
| and that something of the kind be done, having 
_the assurance of one or two houses in New 
York that something of the sort should be 
done there. The association was got into 
shape, and ratified a rather radical form of con- 
| stitution. We drew the reins very close, des- 
ignating what our powers were, and regulating 
| discounts. 
All went on swimmingly for a month or 
two. At the end of that time the holiday 
season began: we began to have our usual 
_ holiday rushof trade. But—pardon me—before 
_I go on any farther I must give Mr. Nims cre- 
| dit for the great work he did in the organiza- 
tion of our association, and in making senti- 
ment in our locality. The trade scarcely took 
a PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, and knew nothing 
about the principles of the reform ; so we had 
first to go to work to make sentiment, to get 
these people to join us. Finally we got things 
in motion. We got along swimmingly for 
about two months, when the selling out of 
large concerns and many of the smaller ones 
contributed largely towards effecting a failure 
of the rules. We soon learned that some of 
the associations had suspended the rules, and 
their prices had also been suspended. We 
have had considerable reason to complain 
about prices. We have been subject to as 
much annoyance as any other house. We have 
had under our noses two or three undersellers 
all the time. 

Mr. Knight went on to state that an indi- 
vidual who went by the name of the “ book- 
butcher,” formerly of Albany, boldly ad- 
vertised to sell books at twenty-five per cent 
off, and that he sold books at all sorts 
of discounts; that that, of course, was a little 
annoyance, and nothing but considerable faith 
and belief in the reform helped them to stick 
to it. Most of the members of the association 
thought that they couldn’t stand the pressure 
and must have the privilege of meeting that 
kind of competition. 

THE PRESIDENT.—What has become of the 
book-butcher ? 

Mr. KNIGHT.—The book-butcher seems to 
thrive, but I think the Troy book-buyers have 
about exhausted the range of his stock. 

THE PreEsIDENT.—Is his credit good in New 
York? 














————— 


. 


To illustrate that question, let me tell you of goods, besides being publishers. 
He went to New York, | over this matter, two or three years ago, we made 
| up our mind to one thing: that we had got to 


one of his operations. 
to a large publishing house on Broadway—a 
house identified with this reform—and there 
made a selection of stock. Some of the stock 
was a little rough, and with it not a little new, 
fresh stock. After making the selection they 
asked him who he was. He gave his name. 
They knew that a person bearing that name was 
the “ book-butcher,” and they asked him if he 
was the “book-butcher.” He said “ Yes.” 
“ Very well,” said they, “ we can’t sell you the 
books.” But I am told that in less than an hour 
he had those books. He got somebody to go 
in there and buy them for him. It is very diffi- 
cult to cut off such fellows as that. 

THE PRESIDENT.—What proportion of the 
business of Troy was done by this man—of the 
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regular, legitimate book business of Troy? 
Mr. Knicut.—I can not state. 
THE PrestpDENT.—Can you form any concep- 





tion? 

Mr. KniGHT.—Perhaps a very small propor- 
tion of it was done by him. I can not say ex- 
actly, but | have my impression ; and we had 
some very annoying instances in connection 
with the matter. My impression is that most 
of his customers are not regular book-buyers. 
Some other things that occurred I wish to speak 
of. I don’t want to see every thing in this Con- 
vention rose-colored. People come here and 
spread a glamour over every thing done here, 
and every thing seems all right and serene at 
the Convention, and when we get home we find 
we have done nothing. I believe it was decided 
at the Niagara Convention that the principal of 
an academy or school was not considered a book- 
seller. Last fall one of the schools, not very far 
from our locality, that had long been accustomed 
to deal with us, was driven away on account of 
discounts. We endeavored to get it back, but 
they had found they could get discounts in 
New York from thirty to forty per cent. This 
was the more annoying because those houses 
were represented at the Niagara Convention. 

THE PRESIDENT.—There is one point I want 
to ask Mr. Knight, because in almost every 
place there is some one who is an underseller. 
The question is—of course, this man in Troy 
IS a great annoyance—but in a business point 
of view, and as a question of business sagacity, 
because that man happened to be located so as 
to transact business there—would it have paid 
you in order to meet him, at once to have sold 
at a greater discount than twenty per cent ? 

Mr. Knicut.—I think not. I don’t think we 
ever attempted any thing of that kind, But 
we did hope that the organization would be 
strong enough to cut off his supplies. But he 
snapped his fingers at our efforts to get him into 
the association, and said, “ Money will buy 
books anywhere.” 

THE PRESIDENT.—Now, gentlemen, the Com- 
mittee of Thirty will have a session on the ad- 
journment of this meeting. We have no after- 
hoon session ; but before we adjourn, I want 
to hear from one or two gentlemen. I want to 
call on Mr. Simmons of New York, of the 
American Tract Society—if he is in the room— 
to give us a little of his experience. 


MR. SIMMONS. 


Mr. SIMMONs.—I suppose that I stand here 
representing both classes, publisher as well as 
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Mr. Knicut.—The book-butcher pays cash. retailer; for, as you know, we retail our own 


In looking 


decide whether we wanted the retailers with us 
or the book-butchers. The matter came up for 
direct decision, and we decided to take the re- 
tailers; and when a book-butcher tells you 
“ Money will buy books anywhere,” you can 
tell him he can’t buy the books of the American 
Tract Society if he is an underseller. [ Applause. | 
In regard to these jobbers in New York, I have 
to say that, with one exception, every one of 
them has come in. In one exception | was 
obliged to say distinctly, “If you supply cer- 
tain individuals I will not sell to you, under 
any circumstances.” The books of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society are sold only at retail, and if 
you will show me one place where they are sold 
by undersellers, I will cut off their supplies. 
a 
R. BARNES.—I have by no means referred 

to him in my reflections. 

THE PRESIDENT.—I should like to hear from 
Mr. Black. I want to hear his experience. 


MR. BLACK’S REMARKS. 


Mr. BLack.—We have had no trouble to get 
the retail prices. We had alittle difficulty, but 
the Committee settled that matter. The Com- 
mittee has made several suggestions which will 
go before the Committee of Thirty, and I would 
rather have the whole matter discussed there, 
as we have had very little difficulty in getting 
good prices ourselves. 

Mr. Dopp.—I should like to make an expla- 
nation as Secretary of the Central Booksellers’ 
Association. The resolution which was read 
by Mr. Barnes was read by him from an incor- 
rect copy of the resolution, and as I am partly 
responsible for that incorrect copy being put in 
his hands, I wish to say here that the resolution 
did not refer to underselling by the news com- 
panies, but did refer to the relations of the news 
companies and of other dealers to prominent 
undersellers, referring only to the fact that 
these undersellers received their supplies 
mainly from news companies and other whole- 
sale _ Rerrenelliepinte the news companies alone. 
The American News Company is notoriously 
Strict in the matter of retailing books. A pro- 
minent placard is on the walls stating that no 
books can be bought by any other than retail- 
ers at less than the retail price, and it is per- 
fectly understood, and a well-known fact that 
this is observed. 

The resolution, properly worded, is as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, that this Association, through its 
President, request the Convention at Philadel- 
phia to appoint a committee who shall investi- 
gate and report to the Convention, what action 
if any is necessary in regard to the reported 
underselling of News Companies and other 
prominent dealers throughout the country. 


Committee on Nominations. 


On motion of Mr. Lee, a committee of ten 
was appointed to make the nominations for the 
coming year. The following gentlemen were 
appointed as such committee : 


A. C. Barnes, 
B. H. Ticknor, 
Timothy Nicholson, 
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Joseph M. Cushing, 
. A. Black, 
. E. Sheldon, 
C. A. Clapp, 
Wesley Jones, 
H. H. West, 
Charles T. Dillingham. 


THE PRESIDENT.—I am requested by the gen- 
tlemen of the Philadelphia Committee to say 
that they have not received as rapidly as they 
desire, acceptances of the invitation for the 
excursion to Atlantic City. With that hospi- 
tality which characterizes Philadelphia, ample 
provision has been made for all the delegates 
to this Convention, with the ladies who have ac- 
companied the delegates, to go on that excur- 
sion. But in order that the arrangements may 
be perfected at the earliest moment, the Com- 
mittee request that you will send in your ac- 
ceptance at once. 

The Convention then adjourned. 


Third Session—Thursday Morning. 


At ten o’clock the Convention was called to 
order by the Vice-President, Wesley Jones, of 
Burlington, Iowa, in the indisposition of the 
President. 

After the reading of the minutes, the Chair 
said: As the Committee of Thirty is not ready 
to report yet, we would like to hear from Mr. 
Roys, of Detroit. Mr. Roys is not a member 
of this Association, but he desires to make a 
statement here in regard to newspapers and 
newsdealers, if the Convention will lend him a 
few moments’ attention. 


REMARKS OF MR, ROYS. 


Mr. Chairman and brethren: 1 thank you 
that I am permitted to speak here in this Con- 
vention, not being a member. And I thank 
you especially that I am permitted to speak 
here in this hall, erected and dedicated to even- 
handed justice regardless of fame or fortune. 
I thank you, too, that Iam permitted to speak 
in this city, which has been Freedom’s home 
for a century, and has been lately rebaptized 
and reconsecrated to truth and justice. This 
may be said to be the nation’s birthplace and 
Liberty’s home. And did you ever consider, 
Mr. President and gentlemen, how much we 
all need a home, and what that word home 
means ? 

The speaker was called to order as not 
speaking to the point, and, on vote, the call to 
order was sustained. 

The Chair then called on Mr. Baird, of Phi- 
ladel phia. 

REMARKS OF MR. BAIRD. 


Mr. Baird said: I rise to address this Con- 
vention under a profound sense of duty— 
duty to a profession with which my family has 
been connected for nearly a century, and my- 
self less than a third of a century. There may 
be some things that I shall tell you that you 
won't want to hear. There may be things that 
I shall tell you that your preconceived opinions 
shall prevent you from believing. But that is 
no evidence of their not being true. 

Mr. West.—Mr. President, I rise to a point 
of order. It is impossible to do any thing but 
exist, and I suggest that we have the reports of 
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our committees, and after that, if there is an 
life left in us, we can hear these other matters. 
The question was put to vote whether the 
Convention would hear Mr. Baird, of Philadel. 
phia, further upon the subject, and the motion 
to permit him the floor was lost. 
A Voice :—Give us the reports. 


Committee of Thirty. 


Mr. CusHING.—Owing to the late hour when 
the Committee adjourned, the Committee of 
Thirty were not able to get all their papers 
in complete ordey, but they will make a report, 
of which the verbiage may perhaps be some. 


| what changed afterwards. 


Mr. Cushing then offered as the report the 
following series of resolutions : 

Resolved, tst. That the number of members 
of the Arbitration Committee be increased to 
ten. 

Resolved, 2d. That the Convention define the 
classes of complaints that the Arbitration Com- 
mittee shall be required to act on, as follows: 

a.—That the Convention pass a rule requiring 
all complaints to the Arbitration Committee to 
be made in writing, and accompanied by posi- 
tive proof of the violation of rules complained 
of. 

4.—No complaint shall be presented to the 
Arbitration Committee from any locality where 
a local organization exists, unless the com- 
plaint shall have first been presented to the 
local organization, and by that organization 
referred to the Arbitration Committee. 

c.—When any five firms, or any regularly- 
constituted local organization, may ask from 
the Arbitration Committee a decision on an 
point, such decision shall be made and pub- 
lished ; but when any single dealer or firm re- 
quests a decision, such decision shall be com- 
municated only to the party asking the deci- 
sion. 

Resolved, 34. That the American Book-Trade 
Association respectfully request publishers and 
jobbers, when convinced of any. underselling 
in violation of the rules of the American Book- 
Trade Association, to refuse to sell to such 
undersellers until they, the undersellers, agree 
to conform to the rules of the American Book- 
Trade Association. 

4th. Resolved, That the Convention appoint a 
committee of five to wait on the publishers 
and respectfully request them to.consider the 
propriety of changing their rule allowing a 
larger discount than twenty per cent to school- 
boards and State Normal schools, and to 
schools supported by religious and benevolent 
societies purchasing their own supplies; and 
of establishing a rule allowing no larger dis- 
count than twenty per cent to any but dealers, 
and for first introduction. 

On motion, the report was voted upon by 
sections. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, the first resolution 
was accepted as an amendment_ to the consti- 
tution. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, the second resolution, 
“ That the Convention define the classes,” etc., 
was accepted as an amendment to the consti- 
tution and by-laws. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, subdivision “ a” of the 
second resolution, ‘* That the Convention pass 
a rule requiring all complaints,” etc., was 
adopted as an amendment to the constitution 
and by-laws. 
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In like manner, subdivision “5” of the sec- 
ond resolution, “ That no complaints shall be 


resented to the Arbitration Committee,” etc., | 


was added to the constitution and by-laws. 

In regard to the subdivision “c of the sec- 
ond resolution, Mr. Lee moved that it be 
amended so as to read, “Such decision may be 
made and published,” instead of “ sha// be made 
and published.” 

The motion was seconded. 

Mr. Cusninc.—Mr. Chairman, although I 
don’t hold myself bound as chairman of the 
Committee of Thirty to uphold all its recom- 
mendations, I would like to say that I must 
disagree with the proposition to insert the word 
may instead of sha//. I think that the trade 
rather feel that when five firms demand from 
any local association a decision on a rule of 
this Convention, the trade have a right to call 
for that decision for their guidance. I think 
we have made a mistake all along in putting 
“may” too frequently where we should have 
put “shall.” [Applause] 1 think when any re- 
quest from any five firms is made, the Arbitra- 
tion Committee must publish a decision of some 
kind. Therefore I hope the amendment will 
not be adopted, but that the report will be 
adopted as it came from the Committee. 

Mr. Lee.—If in order, | would withdraw my 
amendment, and move that the resolution or 
by-law as proposed by the Committee of Thirty 
be adopted as part of the constitution and by- 
laws of this Association. 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Kimball moved that the third resolu- 
tion, “ That the American Book-Trade Associ- 
ation respectfully request publishers and job- 
bers,” etc., be laid on the table. Seconded. 

Mr. CusHiInc.—I think this resolution is the 
key-note of this Convention. I don’t think it 
should be put in such a shape that there can be 
no discussion on it. If the gentleman opposes 
the resolution, that is perfectly right ; but 1 do 
not think it is right to shut off the resolution 
without any debate. 

Mr. Kimball’s motion, being put to vote, 
was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, the resolution was 
adopted as part of the constitution and by- 
laws of the Association. 

Mr. Cushing stated that one resolution re- 
maining happened to be in the hands of Cap- 
tain Wood, and would be presented when he 
arrived, 

Tue Cuair.—If there is no further business 
before the Convention, we are now ready to 
hear Mr. Rogers. ’ 


The Reduction of Retail Prices. 


Mr. Rocers.—There was a communication 
last night presented from the Central Booksel- 
lers’ Association and handed to the Committee 
of Thirty which was well considered, but I 
think that, had different action been taken, the 
Convention would all have been better satisfied 
with the result. 


He'thefefore offered a resolution as follows: 


Whereas, Some of the publishers have already 
reduced the retail price of many of their pub- 
lications, and there has been a shortening of 
discounts, and as we are creditably informed 
that reductions in retail prices of other books 
are to be made, and as the embarrassments and 
difficulties of the trade appear to arise mainly 
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| trons the unwise system of discounts to con- 

| sumers, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the American Book-Trade As- 
sociation appoint a special committee of five, to 

| act with a like committee of the Central Book- 

sellers’ Association, to confer, as far as possible, 
with all the publishers of the country, to con- 
sider the subject and try to effect, as far as pos- 
sible, and at as early a day as consistent, a 
general reduction in the retail prices of books ; 
and in lieu thereof at the same time make an 
arrangement to abolish all discounts to con- 
sumers who buy at retail within the current 
year ; and to report their proceedings at our 
next annual meeting. 

Mr. Lee moved that the preamble and resolu- 
tion be referred, according to the rules of the 
Convention, to the Committee of Thirty. 

Mr. Rogers thought that the Convention 

should vote on it now. 

The Chair stated that under the rules, the 
preamble and resolution had to go to the Com- 
mittee of Thirty. 

Mr. Lee.—That is the rule of the Convention. 
You can make a motion to amend it, or a mo- 
tion to report at a certain time. 

Mr. Rocers.—That is what [ ask you to do, 
and I will ask the Association to waive the 
rule and at once consider the resolution which 
I have offered. 

Mr. SHELDON.—We have been here now 
forty-eight hours, and it strikes me that busi- 
ness of this nature is certainly new business 
and should wait until these reports are re- 
ceived—the report of the committee of which 
Mr. Randolph is chairman. I suggest we had 
better get through this necessary business be- 
fore we take up new matter. 

Mr. RoGers.—I have no objection that the 
resolution be carried over, but I do object to 
any thing being done that will put it out of 
sight for a whole year. I consent that it should 
lie over until the other reports are read. 





Revision of the Constitution. 


Mr. SHELDON.—There was a committee ap- 
pointed the day before yesterday, of which our 
honorable President was chairman, to consider 
the question of revising the constitution. 
Owing to the indisposition of the President 
this morning, he requested me. to present this 
report. We had quite a lengthy discussion, 
and we concluded that the fewer changes made 
the better in the organic law of the Association. 
But two or three changes were contemplated, 
which made it necessary to add one or two ad- 
ditional articles to the constitution. We there- 
fore decided, with the exception of one or two 
points, to make no alterations in the constitu- 
tion as it now stands. 

The Arbitration Committee is increased from 
five to ten members, the object being to make 
four a quorum. The idea of that is that it 
might be more easy to hold meetings of this 
committee And it was also suggested that 
meetings be held four times a year. 

The next change is in Article Eight, “ Zhe 
Committee on Arbitration shall take cognizance 
of all complaints,” simply striking out “ made 
against members,” so that they ‘“‘ may have cog- 
nizance of complaints,” whether made against 
members or not. 

The Fifteenth Article reads: “That there 
shall be a General Secretary of this Organiza- 
tion, to be appuinted by the Executive Com- 
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mittee, who shall act as clerk to all the perma- 
nent committees, and have charge of all the 
books and papers of the Association except 
those of the Pacer 

The Sixteenth is: ‘There shall be a perma- 
nent Committee on Book Fairs, consisting of 
seven members, who shall have entire charge 
of the semi-annual book sales. This commit- 
tee shall be elected at the same time as the 
other committees.” 

On motion of Mr. Wiley, the amendments 
were adopted as a whole. 

Mr. Cushing called up for consideration the 
Fourth Resolution of the Committee of Thirty. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, the Fourth Resolu- 
tion of the Committee of Thirty was adopted 
by the Convention. 


Roys and Mr. Baird with the proper courtesy, 
these gentlemen were requested to hand the 


speeches they intended to make to the reporters, | 


to be entered as part of the proceedings of 
the meeting. The motion was carried. [The 
speeches, however, were not furnished by 
these gentlemen, and therefore do not appear 
in the report—R. B. K., stenographer.] Mr. 
Lee pleaded in extenuation of their treatment 
the state of the thermometer. 


Underselling again. 


quiry of the trade. We have now before us, 
and we have passed, a resolution on undersell- 
ing. The inquiry | want to make is, How do 
we stand, in the report we have made, as to con- 
tinued underselling? We have heard from 
Cincinnati of their selling medical books in 
violation to the rules, and at Columbus of 
their selling to libraries. Now, in what rela- 
tion do we stand, after passing these rules, to 
the continuation of that violation? Is it per- 
mitted, under the present state of things, or 
does the Convention intend to apply the rule 
hereafter ? 


THE CHair.—The law has not been changed, | 


and if you desire any change, you must offer a 
resolution to that effect. 

Mr. INGHAM.—I can’t see what resolution 
can affect it. We have passed the resolution, 
and I want to know what the effect is. Does 
the Convention sanction its repudiation—these 
violations ? 

Mr. CusHING.—I must rise to a point of or- 
der. If Mr. Ingham has a resolution, we will 
hear it if offered in writing. 

Mr. Lee moved that parties having resolu- 
tions to offer shall offer them in writing, 
which motion prevailed. 


The ** Large Buyer” Question. 


Mr. Coates introduced the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Arbitration Committee be 
authorized to take such measures as in their 


judgment will best bring about unity of action | 
among the different members of the trade in | 


regard to the definition of the term “large 
buyer.” 


Retail Prices Again. 


Mr. Rocers.—lIf in order, I should like to 
call for my resolution. 

Tue CHAIR.—It is not in order. 

Mr. Coatses.—I think you had better leave 


_ before us. 





that whole subject to the Arbitration Commit. 
tee. I think they are representatives of the 
| different branches of the trades, and I for one 
| without knowing who they are, am willing to 
leave the subject to them entirely. 

The Chair stated that Mr. Rogers would now 
be in order. 

Mr. Rogers, after reading the preamble and 
resolution (already in the minutes), moved that 
the rules be suspended, to allow them to be at 

| once considered. Seconded. 

|. Mr. RoGers.—I merely ask you to allow 
this resolution to be now considered. If re. 

ferred to the Committee of Thirty, it effectually 

shuts it out of existence for a whole year, and 


| during that year is the time when we want to 


‘| effect the work. 
On motion of Mr. Clapp, seconded in some 


apologetic remarks by Mr. Knight, who sug- | 
gested that the Committee had not treated Mr. | 


I ask the Convention to con. 
sider it now. 

Mr. Bowen.—I hope the Convention will at. 

tend to the business necessary and properly 

It seems to me the question of 

prices and discounts belongs properly to the 

publisher, and the less we say and do about it, 


_ probably the better for the booksellers as well 


as the publishers. I do hope that the rules 
will not be suspended, and that this resolution 


| may go where the resolutions of the Conven-. 


tions have heretofore gone—to the Committee 


_ of Thirty. 


On being put to vote, the motion was lost. 
The Chair required a standing vote, and the 


, _ | resolution to suspend the rules was lost bya 
Mr. INGHAM.— I would like to make an in- | P y 


| vote of twenty to fifteen. 


Mr. Simmons.—I think in the statement of 
the Committee of Thirty, made during my 
absence, there was a mistake made which [| 


| have stated to the Chairman and Secretary, and 
_ both agreed that in place of the indefinite post- 


ponement of the resolution in regard to the 
Book Fair, there was an amendment offered by 


_myself, and accepted, by which we recommend 
that this Convention pass a recommendation 


to enable the Committee to take action. | 
wish the Secretary would please state if that 


| was the fact. 


Mr. Knight stated that his recollection 
was exactly as he had stated it here—that the 


matter was indefinitely postponed. 


Mr. Lee.—I made a motion to indefinitely 
postpone the question of the Book Fair. 


Date of Convention, 


Mr. CusHinc.—I would like to make a re- 
port of a resolution passed at the first meeting 
of the Committee of Thirty. 


Resolved, That the Committee of Assemblies 
call the annual meetings at such timé, between 
the first of June and the first of October, as the 
Committee may think will best suit the con- 
venience of the trade. Due notice of the time 
fixed by the Committee shall be given to the 
trade. 


On motion, the resolution was adopted. 


The Book Fair Question, 


Mr. KImMBALL.—There seems to be a slight 
misunderstanding. I will at this point submit 
the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Book 
Fair be instructed to conduct it in such a man- 
ner as will bring the buyer and seller in direct 
communication, without the aid of any middle 








No. 236, Fuly 22, 1876.] 








man or men, and that the expenses be divided 
among contributors. 


In presenting this matter, those of us who 
have had experience have been astonished at 
the fact that there have been but few contribu- 
tors and less buyers. But the great thing that 
stands in the way is the heavy expense, and 
the necessity of giving endorsed notes. We 
claim that the best thing to do with this Fair 
business is to make one great store, like your 
own store, and to have a place of meeting where 
the customer can meet seller and the seller 
meet buyer; where they can meet on the same 
platform and on the same basis as we do in our 
own store. I think if we adopt this resolution 
it will bring to our Fair every department of 
our trade, the religious societies, the special- 
ties in connection with our business, and thus 
would present attractions far beyond any thing 
that has been attained ; and I hope that at least 
the next Fair will be conducted on this basis. 
[ Applause. | 

Mr. SHELDON.—I think the principle of “ in- 
structing” committees is bad business. No 
Committee has ever yet met knowing exactly 
what would come before it, and just what form 
it would take. The object should be to leave 
the Committee just as free as possible. If any 
one thing is clear, it is that it is the interest of 
publishers to conduct this Book Fair so that 


books may be sold there in the largest quanti- | 


ties and with the best facilities of the trade. 
Publishers make their books to sell—we don’t 
make them for our private libraries—and any 
thing that increases interest in the trade, 
promises to prepare the way just as smoothly 
and as advantageously as possible towards this 
end. I think the statements of my friend are 
in direct contradiction with the report of the 
Book Fair Committee. He said there were 


few contributors and fewer buyers. The first | 
Book Fair, which occurred last July, had a 


wonderful representation of the book-makers of 
the country. I venture to say that no trade 
salehas been made in ten years that had one 
half the houses there. All the school-book 
publishing houses came in who had not put in 
an appearance for ten years. It was exceeding- 
ly remarkable, and a great surprise, that the 
great house of Little, Brown & Co., which for 
many years had kept aloof, was represented. 
That Fair was a very great success in amount: 
it was about double any trade sale that has 
been held for years. As the report stated, the 





October Fair was held too soon after it, and 
was not successfui. The Fair this spring has 
not been successful. If any gentleman would 
tell me what has been successful this spring, I 
would like to know it. Before our system has 
had a fair trial, I don’t think it right for this 
Convention to arbitrarily extinguish it; I 
think this would simply end in there being no 
Book Fair. The Committee might find it could 
not carry out these instructions, and the whole 
thing would fall. We recommend testing 
this thing one year longer. The Committee 
look upon it as a problem and an experiment, 
but think it ought to have a fair and full trial. 

Mr. KimBaLt.—The gentleman does not like 
the word “instruct.” I move to amend it, to 
read that it shall be conducted. That is the 
reason I have never attended the Book Fair, on 
account of the endorsed notes. We know there 
are various ways of success. The Committee 
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has had this matter presented to it time and time 
again, but that Committee has taken the same 
view time after time, and has not tried it upon 
any other plan. I believe I express in this reso- 
lution the wishes of most of the publishers 
and nearly all the consumers in the country. I 
think we should thus express ourselves, and I 
hope the Convention will take a very decided 
stand on this subject. 

Mr. Lez.—I hope we will not pass any such 
resolution. I understand that the Committee on 
Nominations acts with entire accord with the 
Committee on the Fair, as by the Constitution 
you have made the Committee on the Fair a 
standing committee of the Association. It 
seems to me that if these gentlemen are com- 
petent to be put on the Committee, you may 
trust the management of the Fair to them— 
whether they will trust competent parties, 
whether they will give six months’ credit, or 
make them pay cash; for that seems to be the 
question. I hope the resolution will not pass. 

Mr. West.—I am decidedly in favor of the 
resolution. I believe the buyers are not will- 
ing to contribute a very large amount as com- 
mission to any man. I know that some came 
to me last year that didn’t buy at the Book 
Fair simply because they were required to give 
an endorsement; and I can not see the objec- 
tion of dealing directly with the contributor at 
the Fair. I am decidedly in favor of the adop- 
tion of the resolution as offered by Mr. Kim- 
ball. 

Mr. West also made a personal explanation. 

Mr. Carroll moved that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Book Fair, for 
consideration and action if they should think 
proper. ‘“‘ We don’t want to burden them,” he 
said, “ by requiring that they should carry out 


| the objects expressed in such a resolution as 


this.” 

Mr. Kimball rose to a point of order. 

The resolution was again read, and Mr. Shel- 
don moved to amend from ‘“‘ that the Committee 
be instructed” to “‘that the Committee on Book 
Fair be requested, if in their view it can be suc- 
cessfully carried out, to conduct it,” etc. ; 
striking out the word “ instructed,” and insert- 
ing in place thereof “‘ requested, if in their view 
itcan be succesfully carried out.” Mr. Kim- 
ball accepted the amendment, and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted by the Conven- 
tion. 


FINANCES. 


Mr. NicHOLson.—About our finances,—as was 
stated yesterday, several firms kindly advanced 
funds to enable us to go on with the work, 
with the expectation that the money would be 
raised at this Convention and would be re- 
funded. The amount of the indebtedness 
above the cash on hand is about $340. A sug- 
gestion has been made, and we have acted 
upon the suggestion and drawn up the follow- 
ing: ‘‘We the undersigned agree to pay the 
Treasurer of the American Book-Trade Asso- 
ciation the amount opposite our respective 
names, for the present indebtedness and future 
expenses of the Association.” This has been 


signed by ten firms, and we hope every indivi- 
dual will subscribe just what he feels willing 
to pay towards the past indebtedness and the 
future expenses of the Association. 

Secondly, the dues for 1876, the annual fees, 
are $2. 


In the first place, we would extend a 
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cordial invitation to all new-comers who are 
not members to pay the $2, and their names 
will be signed in the constitution for them if 
they have not the time themselves. 


WHO IS A BOOKSELLER ? 


Mr. Black presented the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Arbitration Committee be 
requested to define what constitutes “a mem- 
ber of the trade entitled to trade discounts.” 


Mr. Sheldon said that was one of those 
things no fellow could do. 

Mr. CLavp.—The Central Booksellers’ As- 
sociation spent five hours to try to find that 
out. They came toa decision, and it stands on 
the records of this Association. 

The resolution was adopted. 


OFFICIAL JOURNALS. 


Mr. Ticknor offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That hereafter the official organs 
of this Association shall be the PUBLISHERS’ 
WEEKLY and the Bookseller. 


In offering the above, Mr. Ticknor said: We 
have two first-class organs which give much 
attention to our business, and I think we ought 
to recognize them both as the organs of the 
Association. 

Officers. 


The Chair called for the report of the Nom- 
inating Committee. 

Mr. Barnes said that the first question that 
came before the Committee was whether they 
should recognize the principle of rotation in 
office or whether the most efficient officers 
should be retained. After some discussion it 
was the unanimous opinion of the Committee 
that rotation in office was the proper pian of 
distributing the offices of the Association. 

After consultation with Mr. Randolph, he 
heartily accepted the plan, and will retain a 
prominent position on the Executive Commit- 
tee, and give the Association the benefit of his 
moral influence and great strength and all the 
force pertaining to the office. Mr. J. B. Lippin- 
cott was nominated for President, but I regret 
that this gentleman is unwilling to accept the 
position, and we have therefore nominated 
perhaps the veteran of the entire trade in the 
country, now that Mr. Fletcher Harper is re- 
tiring partly from business—Mr. W. H. Apple- 
ton, of D. Appleton & Co., New York. For 
First Vice-President, his friend and neighbor 
with whom he has worked, and who has been 
one of our faithful workers from the first, 
although we have not honored him with any 
official position as yet, Mr. Isaac E. Sheldon, of 
New York. For Second Vice-President, Mr. 
John R. Walsh, of the American News Co., 
Chicago, the Napoleon of the West. For Third 
Vice-President, our friend Mr. William Lee, of 
Lee & Shepard, Boston. 

Mr. Lez.—I must decline the honor. 

Mr. Barnes, without paying attention to the 
observation of Mr. Lee, proceeded to read the 
balance of the nominations as follows: 

For Treasurer—Joseph Knight, of H. B. 
Nims & Co., Troy. 

For Recording Secretary—B. H. Ticknor, of 
J. R. Osgood & Co., Boston. 
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For Corresponding Secretary—W. T. Pratt, of 
Baker, Pratt & Co., New York. , 

Executive Committee: A. D. F. Randolph 
of A. D. F. Randolph & Co., New York :¢.¢ 
Haffelfinger, of Claxton, Remsen & Haff), 
finger, Philadelphia; J. L. Hammett, of ], 1 
Hammett & Co., Boston; H. H. Vail, of 2S 
son, Hinkle & Co., Cincinnati ; T. F. Nicholsoy 
of Richmond, Ind.; J. B. Piet, of Kelly & Pie 
Baltimore ; C. A. Clapp, of E. P. Dutton ¢ 
Co., New York; A. C. Armstrong, of Scribner 
Armstrong & Co., New York ; S. S. Hadley, of 
Hadley Brothers, Chicago; A. C. Barnes, of 
A. S. Barnes & Co., New York. 

Assembly Committee: J. A. Black, of Pres. 
byterian Board of Publication, Philadelphia: ¢ 
T. Dillingham, of New York ; Frank H. Dodd, 
of Dodd & Mead, New York; W. H. Gross, of 
Brown & Gross, Hartford; Samuel Rogers, of 
Lock port. 

Arbitration Committee : H. E. Simmons, of 
American Tract Society, New York; J. M. 
Cushing, of Cushing & Bailey, Baltimore ; 4. 
C. Armstrong, of Scribner, Armstrong & Co. 
New York ; T. W. Deland, of Little, Brown & 
Co., Boston; Charles Wiley, of J. Wiley & 
Sons, New York ; Alexander Hill, of R. Clark 
& Co., Cincinnati ; W. F. Draper, of Andover: 
H. T. Coates, of Porter & Coates, Philadelphia: 
S. T. Bowen, of Bowen, Stewart & Co., In- 
dianapolis ; Martin Taylor, of Buffalo. 

Finance Committee: H. H. West, of West & 
Co., Milwaukee; J. R. Blakiston, of Lindsay & 
Blakiston, Philadelphia ; Henry Hoyt, Jr., of 
Boston ; D. H. Carroll, of M. E. Book Con- 
cern, Baltimore ; J. B. Putnam, of G. H. Put- 
nam’s Sons, New York. 

Committee on Book Fair: J. R. Osgood, of 
J. R. Osgood & Co., Boston ; A. C. Armstrong, 
of Scribner, Armstrong & Co., New York; W 
W. Appleton, of D. Appleton & Co., New 
York ; Robert Porter, of Porter & Coates, Phi- 
ladelphia; H. W. Curtiss of A. S. Barnes & 
Co., New York ; George Wood, of J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co., Philadelphia; P. Farrelly, of 
American News Co., New York. 

Mr. Coates desired to be excused from the 
Arbitration Committee. 

The Chair said the question would have to 
come before the Convention, whether it would 
excuse Mr. Coates or not. 

Mr. Cushing moved that the resignation be 
not accepted, which motion prevailed. 

Mr. LeEe.—I deem it my duty to decline the 
honor conferred upon me, for reasons well 
known to all of you. I must firmly and ear- 
nestly decline to hold any official position for 
the present in this honorable Association. 

Mr. Simmons requested that the name of Mr. 
Cushing be placed before his own on the Arbi- 
tration Committee. 

Mr. Cushing moved that Mr. Lee be request- 
ed to name a successor to his office. 

Mr. Lee said that, not yet occupying the 
office, he didn’t see how he could name a suc- 
cessor. 

Mr. Barnes said the Committee would nomi- 
nate on the Arbitration Committee, in place 
of Mr. Armstrong, whose name was duplicated, 
Mr. Bancroft, of California. 

Mr. Lez.—I would suggest, in place of my 
name for Vice-President, the name of Mr. Wal- 
ter Lippincott. 

Mr. Woovs.—The house with which I am 
connected appreciates the compliment. | am, 
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d to respectfully and posi- 

placing of the name of any | 

of our firm on an committee except the Com- 
i Book Fair. 

m'The sada of Mr. Henry C. Baird was substi- 

tuted for that of Mr. Lee for Third Vice-Presi- 


“ie Kimball, on behalf of the Committee of 
Booksellers of Philadelphia, renewed the cor- 
dial invitation to every member of the Conven- 
tion to participate in the Atlantic City excur- 
“ee Cushing offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of three, consist- 
ing of the acting president of the Convention, 
Mr. Lee of Boston, and Mr. Sheldon of New 
York, be appointed to wait upon General Haw- 
ley and ask the pleasure of his presence among 
us ; and also to draw up resolutions expressing 
the thanks of the Convention for the many 
kindnesses received in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Cushing stated that General Hawley was 
now in the building, and could probably be 
present at once. 

The Committee withdrew, and upon return- 
ing Mr. Sheldon said: The Committee have 
the honor to report that they have waited upon 
General Hawley, President of the Centennial 
Commission, and he has kindly accompanied 
us to this platform, where we hope to have 
some remarks from him. [Great applause.| 


however, authorize 
tively decline the 


Remarks of General Hawley. 


Mr. Chairman and gentlemen; We are much 
obliged to you for the courteous resolutions 
and expressions you have made concerning the 
Commission, but, for myself and on behalf of 
the Commission, we feel rather obliged to you. 
This room is prepared for just such assemblies ; 
it is quite at your service; we are glad you 
have availed yourselves of it. It is at the service 
of similar associations during the Exhibition. 
[ feel rather like thanking you for occupying 
the room. 

There was a long period of anxiety, of 
course, concerning the success of the I[nter- 
national Celebration. It is five years since the 
original act of Congress was passed, four years 
since the Commission organized and began its 
work, and three years since the Board of Fi- 
nance was organized. I am sure I need say 


very little to you, especially concerning the | 


extraordinary financial depression during the 
last three years ; 1 think it quite probable that 
booksellers know as much about it as any 
body else, except it may be people of my own 
calling—newspaper people. [ App/ause.] We sym- 
pathize with you. You must be aware that it was 
no easy operation to interest the American peo- 
ple in this great Exhibition ; certainly it was a 
great task for the Board of Finance to raise the 
money. But in one way or another, by the 
liberality of Pennsylvania and Philadelphia, 
and the generous subscriptions of private citi- 
zens, and finally the loan of Congress, it has 
all been done, and we don't feel disposed to 
look back with any thing like lamentation 
upon the past, and the great Exhibition is be- 
fore you. 

People said the Americans couldn’t hold a 
great exhibition, and it was one of the arguments 
urged in Congress that in this country we 
couldn’t manage large affairs of that descrip- 
tion. I think, as we look back over the field, 


The Publisher’ Weekly. 
ee =. 
| there was no single objection which seemed so 


| plause.| It was the worst and meanest of all 


of. 


, and see what is the best that we have been able 


| want every body’s fifty cents; but I feel indi- 
















much like ared rag to a bull as that. 


[4p- 








objections. To any man, any American of 
spirit, who had been in the habit of looking at 

the extent of this country, the great length and 

breadth of it, the objection seemed like a re- 

flection on the spirit of the people. and as such 

we always resented it. [ Applause. | 

The Exhibition is larger now than we even 

dared to hope two or three years ago, and we 
are at liberty to say, because we are so told by 
the foreign commissioners and all of our people 
who have visited other exhibitions—we feel at 
liberty to say that it is a great exhibition. 
[Cheers.| No exhibition has had so beautiful a 
site topographically ; there we are ahead of them 
all. No exhibition has had buildings so exten- 
sive ; but that would be easy to do ; it depends on 
how big they are built: thatis nothing to brag 
In some departments I think we feel quite 
confident that we surpass any previous exhi- 
bition ; so our foreign friends very generously 
and heartily tell us. At any rate, without stop- 
ping to say these things now, the Exhibition is 
before you, and we invite you and all Ameri- 
cans to come here and look at it, and study it, 


























































to do under the circumstances. Of course we 
vidually sorry for the man that does not come 
here. [App/ause.] 

There is abundant reason to be proud of 
| what Americans have done in almost every 
field of human activity. I am, for one, proud 
of that magnificent Machinery Hall; the like 
of it has never heen seen in the world before. 
| That great engine is a poem of itself. There 
| never has been such an exhibition in the world 
| of printing machinery of all classes, from the 
little toy presses up to the magnificent develop- 
ment of Walter and Hoe and Bullock. The 
great advance made in the last three or four 
years alone is very well exhibited here. When I 
| say that, Iam just repeating the words of the best 
judge of machinery in the world, from Europe, 
as he repeated it to me in my office yesterday 
afternoon. 

We have great reason to be gratified in 
another respect. Some objectors said foreign 
nations wouldn’t come here; that it was a 
family affair ; that the occasion was such that 
we couldn’t very well ask other people to come 
here and join the exhibition which was in some 
measure a celebration also. That proved tobea 
mistake. Every American has reason to felici- 
tate himself upon the very pleasant, hearty, and 
cordial terms in which the invitation has been 
accepted by the people of all nations, and the 
extraordinary spirit of enterprise with which 
they have come. First, those whom we as 
small boys were taught to look upon as enemies 
—the English. [Cheers.] I say, as exhibitors, 
and as thoughtful, kindly friends and advisers 
in all this matter, from the beginning to the 
end, they may be said to stand at the head ; and 
we are glad to see them there. There has been 
more or less irritation between this country and 
Spain for a good many years, and there has 
been an endeavor on the part of some thought- 
less and foolish people to bring about serious 
difficuties. It is therefore a thing to be pleas- 
ed with, to see the energetic and thorough ex- 
hibit that Spain has brought here. [Cheers.] 
Itis a remarkable exhibit, if you will take 
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the trouble to look atit. Further, by way 
of illustration, take Sweden and Norway. 
In thinking of the Exhibition, in the first 
place you would naturally think of the won- 
derful work of France and England. If you 
have not had time, take it by and by, and see 
what Sweden and Norway have done, and how 
to much those people have expended here, and 
some of you it may serve as matter of reproach 
to see that your own States have done so little 
when you find people so far off spending large 
sums of money, not only for commercial rea- 
sons, but, as they frankly say, to show their 
good-will to the American people. [ Applause. ] 
There is another thing that marks the pro- 
gress of the world—the extraordinary exhibits 
of Japan. I remember in my old Olney’s geog- 
raphy where there wasa picture of the Japanese 
trampling upon the cross and we were accus- 
tomed to look upon them as a very wicked and 
barbarous people. Go into their exhibit in the 
Main Building and see if they are altogether 
wicked and heathen and barbarous; and see 
whether there may not be something in their 
ancient civilization and religion and belief, im- 
perfect as we have been led to believe it, that 
deserves a more reasonable consideration than 
we have been apt to give it. 

But I am going off on the topic which my wife 
warns me never to touch when I speak in pub- 
lic, [ZLaughter.| The Exhibition is something 
more than a mere commercial venture. It is 
enormous. And we shall find there is no 
school like it; there never has been one like 
it. If | were bringing up twenty young men, 
sixteen or eighteen years of age, I should think 
it the best thing to put them here, under com- 
petent advisers, and have them go through this 
entire Exhibition. These Exhibitions have a 
great influence, and this will doubtless do 
something towards bringing about a better 
State of feeling in the world. It is impossible 
to get these countries so easily into war as 
heretofore, when they send thirty or forty of 
their best people here to form friendships 
and to show their exhibits; friendships which 
are likely to have something to do in influenc- 
ing and modifying an unkind feeling. I regard 
the Exhibition as having very great influence, 
not only in a commercial point of view, but in 
a moral and spiritual direction ; and if all goes 
on as well as it has so far, to the end, and we 
are able to pay our debts, I shall be very 
proud, I think, that I have had something to 
do with it for the last three or four years; and 
I shall think that, whatever our opponents may 
have said, it was, on the whole, rather an appro- 
priate way to celebrate the Centennial, to bring 
together the products of mankind as evidences 
of the enormous progress man has made in all 
material things, and to renew the strength of 
the bonds of peace among men. [Great ap- 
plause.| 

Upon concluding, General Hawley was deco- 
rated with the badge of the Association. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, the Executive Com- 
mittee was requested to have printed, for the 
use of members and for distribution, copies of 
the newly-prepared constitution, at as early a 
day as possible, the number to be left to their 
discretion. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 


Mr. SHELDON.—Your Committee appointed 
a few minutes since to invite General Hawley 


ee 
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to be present with us, and to prepare also some 
resolutions concerning the sense of this Con. 
vention, having had so brief a time, have beep 
entirely unable to do justice to the subject, bu 
will offer these brief resolutions, and hope at 
some future day to amplify them in more elo. 
quent terms. 

Mr. Sheldon then read the following: 

Resolved, That this Convention most cordially 
thank the President of the Centennial Com. 
mission, and also all members of the Commis. 
sion, for the use of the Judges’ Pavilion on the 
Centennial Grounds, which they so kindly 
tendered to us in which to hold our meetings, 

Resolved, That this Convention also cordially 
thank the members of the Philadelphia book 
trade for the great courtesy which they have 
extended to us all, and that we accept with 
pleasure their cordial invitation to visit Atlantic 
City with them. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

The Chair stated that the Covention was 
about to adjourn, if there was no further busi- 
ness before it. If any one present had any 
thing to say, the Convention would be glad to 
hear it. 

Mr. Lee said that Mr. T .B. Pugh had extended 
an invitation to all members of the Convention 
to visit the Coloseum. Their badges would 
admit them. 

The Convention then adjourned. 


THE EXCURSION. 


(From the Philadelphia /mguzrer and other sources.) 


By invitation of the Philadelphia trade the 
members of the American Book-Trade Associ- 
ation made an excursion to Atlantic City on 
Friday, July 14th. 

The excursion-train consisted of five cars, all 
of which were well filled with the members of 
the national and city organizations, most of the 
gentlemen being accompanied by ladies. The 
entire party numbered between two hundred 
and fifty and three hundred. The locomotive 
which drew the train was gayly decorated with 
American flags, and on the front was fastened a 
blue ensign, containing in white letters the 
words “ American Book Trade, 1876.” 

In addition to the gentlemen who took part 
in the Convention, representing the largest 
publishing firms in all parts of the country, 
there was a large representation of the Phila- 
delphia trade on board the train, together with 
President Lucas and Secretary Zimmerman, of 
the Camden and Atlantic Railroad Company ; 
Mr. Alvaringo, a member, and Mr. Continho, 
Secretary, of the Brazilian Commission ; Gene- 
ral Charles B. Norton, of the Centennial Bureau 
of Revenue, and other prominent gentlemen. 

The party left Camden shortly after nine 
o'clock. The air was cool and pure. The road 
was smooth and without the slightest dust, and 
the run was made at a rapid rate. 

At Egg Harbor City a halt was made to en- 
able the excursionists to respond to an invita- 
tion extended by the grape-growers of that 
place for them to sample the wines produced 
there. On hastily-improvized rustic tables, 
that made their burdens look all the more in- 
viting, there was an abundance of wine served, 
specimens of the vintage of Julius Hinckman, 
Charles Saulman, August Heil, J. Ph. Wild, 
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is Richter, William H. Bolte, J. H- 
ae George Karrer, George Mueller, P 
M. Wollseiffer’s Sons, A, Stephany, William 
Stroetman, Henry Meyer, Francis Dorms, and 


others. : 
Many of the visitors were surprised alike at 





the excellence of the wine and at the extent | 


attained by the business of wine-growing at 
Egg Harbor City. It is claimed for the wine 
that it equals in fineness many of the best 


brands of the imported, while costing 100 per | 


cent less. Last fall about a half million gal- 
lons were produced by the enterprising vine- 


yardists of this place, and next fall, despite the | 
harm done by the frosts last May, a not less | 
Twenty years ago the | 
site of the flourishing town was an uncultivated | 
| toast so big and so old. 


quantity will be vinted. 


waste. 
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When the excursionists had partaken of the | 


hospitable offerings of the wine-growers, Mr. 


Mr. Julius Hinckman, leading wine-growers of 
the place, each of whom made short addresses, 


which were received with cheers by the listen- | 


ers. 


The remaining eighteen miles of the trip | 


down were made in a little over half an hour. 
The train stopped in front of the United States 
Hotel, at which the excursionists quartered 
during the day. 

The blue ensign of the trade was transferred 
from the locomotive to a spot over the main 
entrance to the hotel, and as the excursionists 
marched under its folds, the band stationed at 
the hotel played a lively selection In less 
than half an hour after their arrival a large por- 
tion of the excursionists had thrown them- 
selves into the hearty embraces of old Nep- 
tune. The bathing was glorious, and the tide 
just right for the purpose. 

Shortly after one o’clock dinner was called, 
and the guests, in numbers which gave the 
spacious dining-room a very animated appear- 
ance, seated themselves at the attractive tables, 
Mr. J. B. Mitchell, of Messrs. J. B. Lippincott 
& Co., presiding. 

After an hour had passed in the pleasant 
task of despatching one of the most elegant 


railroad journey and subsequent salt-water 
bath, the company was rapped to order by Mr. 
Mitchell, who said : 

Ladies and Gentlemen: It was intended that 
Mr. Lippincott, the senior of our house, should 
have presided on this occasion, and it would 
have been a grateful duty to him, but for a 
rheumatic lameness that he has been suffering, 
and which has obliged him to leave the city. 
In his hands it would have been executed 
gracefully and acceptably to you. In attempt- 
ing the performance of this duty myself, there- 
fore, | must beg your kind indulgence for any 
shortcomings, and ask you to attribute them to 
my inexperience. 

I appreciate very highly, however, the honor 
of presiding over an assemblage of publishers 
and booksellers brought together from all the 
main points of our great country. 

Your close relations to the authors, that 
class who, in connection with the newspapers, 
have so much to do with forming the moral tone 
and sentiment of the time, and the necessity of 
such relations to them in creating a circulation 
for their works and a market for their thoughts, 






ss. 


gives to the book business an important posi- 
tion in the progress of improvement. 

Pe haps neither the authors nor the public 
sufficiently realize this, but that it should be 
our duty to correct. It is not my purpose, 
however, to make a speech to you, but rather to 
introduce to you a gentleman whom I know 
you will be pleased to hear. [Afplause.| I 
propose, as the first sentiment, ‘“ The book 
trade of the United States-: its growth in the 
past has kept pace with the progress of the 
country. May the dawn of our second century 
be the dawn of a brighter era for it.”” 1 would 
call on Mr. J. F. Cushing, of Baltimore, to 
respond. 

Mr. Cushing thought so young a man as he 
should not have been called on to answer a 
| Laughter.| More- 
over, there was too much in it for a man of 


| almost any age to respond to under prevailing 
Zimmerman introduced Captain Saulman and | 


circumstances. There was one portion of it 
that he would confine himself to, and that was 
one that would interest all present—the Phila- 
delphia Book-Trade Association. [Afplause.] 
The. speaker then, after suitable allusion to 
the Centennial celebration, said that the 
National Association had been fortunate in 
coming with its Convention ‘to this city, which 
the visitors had found to be one of truly 
brotherly love. They had not only come ata 
time when the city contained the greatest 


_ school the world ever presented, but they had 


found here a lively and unbounded hospitality 
that had been most grateful to them. Mr. 
Cushing, in conclusion, expressed the hope 


| that the booksellers at the late Convention had 





| had not been called upon. 
; with some humorous remarks, and made sev- 
| eral hits that were understood and enjoyed by 






inaugurated a new era for the trade. 

‘““The Ladies” was then offered as a senti- 
ment, and Mr. H. H. Kimball, of Philadelphia, 
called on for a response. 

Mr. Kimball regretted that for so noble a 
sentiment a respondent with more eloquence 
He then proceeded 


the members of the trade. 
‘** The Press: one of the most colossal powers 


| of the day,” was next offered, and Mr. W. W. 
dinners that even Messrs. Brown & Woelpper | 
ever spread before a party appetized by a long 


Harding was called for. 

Mr. Harding, in arising to reply, said he had 
been put into the same predicament his friend 
Mr. Kimball found himself in. For a theme 
sO great a speaker of corresponding gift of 
eloquence should be selected. Ina few brief 
remarks he then referred to the inseparable 
relations between the press and pure book 
literature as an agency in educating the people 
and conserving public morality, and concluded 
with some humorous references to remarks 
made by the previous speakers. 

The last toast was “ The Railroad Interests,” 
and Mr. John Lucas, President of the Camden 
and Atlantic Railroad Company, responded 
briefly by saying that “ If the Association wants 
a more vigorous, intelligent, and energetic race 
of both book publishers and readers, it must 
induce them all to come down fur a time to this 
beautiful city by the sea. [Laughter and ap- 
plause. | 

The company then dispersed, and was subse- 
quently divided up into little parties, some of 
whom strolled and others drove along the 
beach, went sailing, fishing, bathing, etc. 

Before leaving the United States Hotel the 
members of the Convention assembled and or- 
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ginsteet with the Vice-President, Mr. Wesley 
Jones,in the chair. Mr. Jones, in calling to 
order, said : 

I esteem it my privilege, as the President of 
this Association, to call you together for the 
purpose of expressing our thanks to the 
Philadelphia book trade for the hospitable 
manner in which we have been treated during 
our stay with them. He appointed Messrs. 
H. E. Simmons, D. Lathrop, and Charles 
Humphreys a committee of three to draft reso- 
lutions suitably expressing the esteem of the 
members of the National Association for the 
members of the Philadelphia Association, and 
their thanks for the attention of the latter. The 
following resolutions were soon after reported 
by the committee and unanimously adopted 
amid hearty cheers: 

Resolved, That the members of the American 
Book-Trade Association hereby express to the 
Philadelphia book trade our hearty apprecia- 
tion of their admirable arrangements, which 
have made the meeting at Philadelphia one of 
the pleasantest that has ever been held. 

Resolved, That after a day of unalloyed 
pleasure spent as their guests, we desire to 
convey to them our heartfelt thanks for the 
kindly feeling, untiring efforts, and personal 
exertions used by each of them to make this 
entertainment one of the most perfect in con- 
ception and complete in the minutest detail of 
execution that it has ever been our good for- 
tune to be participants in. 

The excursion started back to the city at six 
o’clock, and reached Camden at eight o'clock. 
The affair was one of unqualified enjoyment, 
and will be remembered pleasantly by all who 
participated. The committee having charge of 
the arrangements were J. B. Mitchell, of J. B. 
Lippincott & Co. ; John A. Black, of the Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication ; C. C. Haffel- 
finger, of Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger ; 
Robert Porter, of Porter & Coates; James H. 
Eldredge, of Eldredge & Brother; ‘and H. H. 
Kimball, of J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


Enrolment List of the Convention, 


Alexander, Geo. W., New York. 
Amies, Wm. T., W. W. Harding, Philadelphia. 


Ammon, John H., Jas. R. Osgood & Co., Bos- 
ton. 


Anderson, W. J., Anderson & Cameron, New 
York. 


Armstrong, A. C. and son, Scribner, Armstrong 
& Co., New York. 


Bainbridge, Chas. T., Porter & Bainbridge, 
New York. 


Baird, Henry C., H. C. Baird & Co., Phila. 
Barling, S., Thos. Nelson & Sons, New-York. 
Barnes, A. C., A. S. Barnes & Co., New-York. 
Bierbower, F. A., Geo. E. Stevens & Co., Cin. 
Blakiston, P., Lindsay & Blakiston, Phila. 
Bostick, I. F., Bostick & Co. Richmond, Ind. 
Bowen, Silas T., Bowen, Stewart & Co., Indian- 
apolis. 

Bowker, R. R., Publishers’ Weekly, New York. 
Brown, T. J., Brown, Eager & Co., Toledo, O. 
Buckman, Girard, Porter & Coates, Phila. 
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Carroll, D. H., Methodist Book Depos., Balti. 
more. 


Cassil, A. A., Chase & Cassil, Mt. Vernon, 0, 
Chapman, E. O., Am. Bookseller, New York. 
Clapp, C. A., E. P. Dutton & Co., New York. 


Clarke, J. W., Ingham, Clark & Co., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 


Coates, Henry T., Porter & Coates, Phila. 
Cole, Sidney H., West & Co., Milwaukee, Wis, 
Collins, C. G., American News Co., New York. 
Conway, J. G., T. B. Peterson & Bros., Phila. 
Cox, Samuel C., Geo. E. Stevens & Co., Cin, 


Curtis, John J., Bowen, Stewart & Co., Indian. 
apolis, Ind. 


Cushing, Jos. M., Cushing & Bailey, Baltimore. 


Diehl, T. H., S. K. Brobst & Co., Allentown, 
Pa, 


Dillingham, A. H., with C. T. Dillingham, New 
York. 


Dillingham, Chas. T., New York. 


Dinsmore, J. P., Carter, Dinsmore & Co., 
York. 


Dodd, Frank H., 
York. 


Draper, W. F., Andover, Mass. 


Dunkinson, F. H., F. H. Dunkinson & Co., 
New York. 


Eaton, Chas. W., Eaton, Lyon & Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 


Eaton, Darwin G., Bowen, Stewart 
Indianapolis, 


Eldredge, James H., Eldredge & Bro., Phila. 
English, J. A., Smith, English & Co., Phila. 


Farrelly, Patrick, American News Co., New 
York. 


Ferguson, A. E., 
buque, Iowa. 


Flack, Alonzo, Alonzo Flack & Bro., 
rack, N. Y. 


Fortescue, W. S., W.S. Fortescue & Co., Phila. 


Fouret, René (Hachette & Co.), Paris. 


Frazer, J. J., Southworth Co., Mittineaque, 
Mass. 


Freeman, Geo. A., American Lead-Pencil Co. 
New York. 


Gardner, Dorsey, Asst. Secretary Cent. Com., 
Philadelphia. 


Garrigues, Samuel B., Garrigues Bros., Phila. 
Geyer, Andrew, American Stationer, New York. 


Giles, E. W., Esterbrook Steel Pen Co., Cam- 
den, N. J. 


Glacel, Joseph, Glacel & Co., New York. 

Godecke, E. L., Wilson, Hinkle & Co., Cin. 

Gould, Geo. M., Gould & Silvus, Chillicothe, 
Ohio. 

Graves, Geo. H. 


Griffith, B., American Baptist Publishing Soc., 
Philadel phia. 


Gross, Wm. H., Brown & Gross, Hartford, Ct. 


Guernsey, H. W., Potter, Ainsworth & Co., 
New York. 


Hafely, F. E., Pott, Young & Co., 
Hammett, J. L., Boston, 


New 


Dodd, Mead & Co., New 


& Co., 


Grosvenor & Harger, Du- 


Clave- 


New York. 
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Hanford, E. T., S. R. Morgan & Co., Middle- 
town, N. Y. 

Helm, J. W., Merrill, Hubbard & Co., Indian- 
apolis. 

Hill, Alex., Robert Clarke & Co., Cincinnati. 

Holden, Geo. W., Payne, Holden & Co., Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

Hopkins, I. A., Hopkins & Son, Washington, 
D. C. 

Houghton, W. A., Colton, Zahm & Roberts, 
New York. 

Hoyt, W. H., Henry Hoyt, Boston. 

Humphrey, Chas., Adrian, Mich. 

Ingham, W. A., Ingham, Clarke & Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Jones, Wesley, Burlington, lowa. 

Keen, Joseph, Keen, Cooke & Co., Chicago. 

Keil, L. D., Keil & Bro., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Kent, James G., Publishers’ Weekly, New York. | 


Kenyon, R. B., Official Stenographer, New 
York. 

Kimball, H. H., J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila. 

King, W. F., Adrian, Mich. 

Kirkpatrick, A., Am. Sunday-School 
Philadel phia. 

Knight, D. F., Knight, Adams & Co., Boston. 

Knight, Jos., H. B. Nims & Co., Troy, N. Y. 

Kurtz, T. Newton, Baltimore, Md. 

Lee, Thos. H., Wilstach, Baldwin & Co., Cin. 

Lee, William, Lee & Shepard, Boston. 

Levy, Henry, Henry Levy & Sons, New York. 

Lippincott, C., J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila. 

Locke, J. S., J. S. Locke & Co., Boston. 


Lockwood, John, Lockwood, Brooks & Co., 
Boston. 


Lothrop, D., D. Lothrop & Co., Boston. 

Lovell, I. B., Baptist Board, Philadelphia. 

McGinness, Geo. W., McGinness & Runyan, 
Princeton, N. J. 


McIntosh, Fred., D. Appleton &'Co., New 
York. 


Union, 


McQuillan, J. A., Pott, Young & Co., New | 


York. 


Marsh, Arthur E., Thos, Nelson & Sons, New 
York. 


Martin, J. Parker, A. J. Holman & Co., Phila. 

May, John H., Porter & Coates, Philadelphia. 

~—o W. W., Young & Miller, Wellsboro, 
a. 


Mitchell, H. F., J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila. 
Mitchell, J. B, J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila. 


Monachesi, N. R., American Bookseller, New | 


York. 
Myers, Frank. 
Narris, E. C., Richards & Co., Denver, Col. 
Newton, L. V., Erie Publishing Co., Erie, Pa. 


Nicholson, Timothy, Nicholson & Bro., Rich- 
mond, Ind. 


Ogden, Chas. H., Ogden Bros., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 


Paul, Peter, Peter Paul & Bro., Buffalo, N. Y. 
— S. G., with Thos. H. Pease, New Haven, 
t. 








| Piet, John B., Kelly, Piet & Co., Baltimore. 


Porter, R., Porter & Coates, Philadelphia. 
| Putnam, J. B.,G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York. 


| Randolph, A. D. F., A. D. F. Randolph & Co., 
| New York. 


Reed, Henry M., Geo. Routledge & Sons, New 
York. ‘ 


Regal, E., Oberlin, Ohio. 
Rogers, Samuel, S. Rogers & Co., Lockport, 
N. Y. 


Rose, J. B., Jansen, McClurg & Co., Chicago. 
Roys, J. A., Detroit, Mich. 


Schinkel, E. L., Brooks, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Schoffer, Chas. W., Altemus & Co., Phila. 


Shaw, Jerome B., E.G. Selchow & Co., New 
York. 


| Shelby, W. L. H., and wife, Payne, Holden & 
Co., Dayton, Ohio. 


| Sheldon, Isaac E., Sheldon & Co., New York. 

| Shuey, W. J., U. B. Pub. House, Dayton, O. 

| Sibole, J. L., Sibole & Stellwagen, Phila. 

| Siemon, R., Siemon & Bro., Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Silvus, E. G., Gould & Silvus, Chillicothe, O. 

| Simmons, H. E., Am. Tract Society, New York. 


| Smith, J. Frederick, Dodd, Mead & Co., New 
York. 

Smith, N. A., 
York. 

Spamer, Aug., Otto Spamer, Leipsic. 


Sumner, H. A., John Church & Co., Cincinnati, 
|  Qhio. 


Swayne, Ed. C., E. P. Dutton & Co., New 
York. 


Terquem, Emile, Cercle de la Librairie de Paris, 

| Paris. 

| Thissell, H. N., American Tract Soc., Phila. 

Thomas, C. F., Boughman, Thomas & Co., 
Wilmington, Del. 

| Thompson, J. A., Thompson, Brown & Co., 


| Boston. 

Tibbitts, W.T., Tibbitts & Randall, Providence, 
| Rhode Island. 

| Ticknor, B. H., Jas. R. Osgood & Co., Boston. 
| Tripp, S. S., D. H. Tripp & Co., Peoria, Ills. 

| Vail, Henry H., Wilson, Hinkle & Co., Cin. 


Vandegrift, J. A. Scribner, Welford & Arm- 
strong, New York. 


_ Waggener, J., Galena, IIl. 
| Warren, H. L., A. J. Holman & Co., Phila. 


| Watkins, Jas. T., American Lead-Pencil Co., 
New York. 


| Watson, W. H., Aurora, Ills. 
| Welch, Arthur E., W. W. Harding, Phila. 


| Wendt, Carsten, Official Stenographer, New 
York. 


| West, H. H., West & Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 

| Wiley, Chas., John Wiley & Sons, New York. 

| Wiley, Wm. H., John Wiley & Sons, New York. 
Wood, Geo., J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila. 


Woodard, Willard, Geo. Sherwood & Co., 
Chicago. 


Schinkel & 


Co., 


Geo. Routledge & Sons, New 


| Woodruff, T. D., Quincy, Ill. 
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Wyman, Wm. W., Thos. Y. Crowell, New 
York. 


Wynkoop, Jas. S., R. G. Wynkoop & Coa., 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


Wynne, W. S., Bowen, Stewart & Co., Indian- 
apolis. 


LETTERS TO THE CONVENTION. 


A NUMBER of letters were sent to the Presi- 
dent, but were not read. Some of these were 
not handed to the reporter; such as were re- 
ceived are given herewith: 


BAKER, PRATT & CO., OF NEW YORK. 


New York, July 11, 1876. 
A. D. F. Ranpotpn, Eso., President American Book- 

Trade Association, Philadelphia, Pa. : 

Dear Sir: It is with extreme regret that we find it im- 
practicable for either member of our firm to be present at 
the Convention this year. Having heretofore taken an 
active interest in the work of our Association, we desire 
that our absence should not be considered the outgrowth of 
a flagging interest. We therefore beg to express through 
you our most cordial sympathy in the successful accom- 
plishment of all that could be desired by the most enthusi- 
astic advocate of reform. We believe that when the pub- 
lishers themselves take hold of this matter with the deter- 
mination to prevent underselling, they will succeed, and find 
in the jobbers and retailers that co-operation and support 
which will alone assure success. With best wishes and kind 
regards, we remain 

Very truly yours, 
3AKER, Prarr & Co. 


MARTIN TAYLOR, OF BUFFALO. 
@ 
Burraco, July ro, 1876. 
A. D. F. Ranpocpn, Esog., President A. B. T. A.: 

My Dear Sir: I regret very much that I am not able to 
be present at the Convention in Philadelphia. 

As I am not quite well, and in view of the extreme heat 
which prevails there at present, my physician advises me to 
remain at home. 

I feel a deep interest in the result of your deliberations, 
and hope the measures recommended and adopted may be 
such as will result favorably to all. 

I have observed that some of the publishers have reduced 
the prices om some of their books, and reduced their dis- 
counts on their entire lists. Have just received from a 
house, who announced the reduction of some retail prices, 
an invoice of new books, of a series which is in course of pub- 
lication. In this invoice the retail price is the same as on 
the books of the same series previously issued, while the 
discount is shortened ro per cent. 

It seems to me that this is not the kind of reform we want. 
It hits the bookseller a hard blow, and does not result in 
benefit to the public, but must inevitably produce great dis- 
satisfaction. 


The popular demand is for cheaper books. 


Let our publishers be requested to establish their retail | 


prices as low as they can, and give the dealer a liberal dic. 
count. 

Do not abolish the 20 per cent rule to libraries and large 
buyers, for it has worked well and the people are satisfied. 

When all the publishers shall have reduced their retajj 
prices to a uniform standard, it may be wise to limit the dis. 
count to libraries, etc., to a smaller percentage ; but by al 
means leave some flexibility to the rod with which we fish 
for men, 

With best wishes for the success of the Convention and 
the happiness of all, I am 

Yours, very truly, 
MARTIN Tecan. V. Pres t. 


P. S.—If_ I might make a motion, it would be that when 
our Convention adjourns it shall be to meet next year at 
Viagara Falls, in Prospect Park, in the cool of “* the shadow 

of the rock.” M. T. 
D. 


H. DAVIS, OF COLDWATER, MICH, 


Co_p Water, Micu., July 7, 1876. 
A. D. F. Ranpo-pa, Esq., Prest. Am. B. T. Association, : 

I hoped to be with you at the Convention in Philadelphia, 
as I was at Put-in-Bay and Niagara Falls. But circum- 
stances seem to forbid my participation in the exercises and 
privileges of the meeting this year. I need not say that | 
regret it. 

As a member of the book trade, I have greatly enjoyed 
the Convention. not only in the way of mingling and be- 
coming acquainted with my fellow-tradesmen, but also in 
gaining more just, enlarged, and liberal views of the trade. 

I have felt, too, that in order to advance the interests and 
carry out the measures of any great reform, it needs the per- 
sonal, co-operative efforts of all its friends. On this ac- 
count I have felt under obligations to attend these Con- 
ventions. 

I am sure that they have accomplished good results in the 
way of opening the eyes of the book trade to the abuses and 
evils so Tousen in the book business, degrading it in 
character, and rendering it unsafe especially for a retail 
dealer to invest his capital in that class of stock. Publish- 
ers have been led to see that their course of dealing with 
outside parties was unjust and ruinous to their best custom- 
ers (the retail dealers of the country), and I may add that 
the same is true also in the case of wholesale dealers. Pub- 
lishers, wholesale men, and retail dealers are beginning to 
realize that their interests are mutual, and that each class 
should so manage their affairs as not to do violence to the 
rights and interests of the others. 

Each class should do zts own Susiness, and do it in a 
legitimate way. If the publisher or wholesale dealer 
chooses to sell books at retail, let him sell them at /ud/ re- 
tail rates ; then the retail dealer can not complain. And 
if the publisher or wholesale dealer is called upon to furnish 
libraries, or Arofessional men, or any other parties out- 
side the regular trade, in large quantities, \et him do it 
at a rate at which the retuz/ dealer can do do it, and at the 
same time leave a reasonable margin for profit. In this 
way the retail dealer finds protection and can not com- 
plain. 

But I am protracting this letter too far. 

I hope the Convention at Philadelphia will be largely at- 
tended, and fruitful of benefits to the Association. 

With my respects and best wishes to you individually, | 
remain 


Yours truly, D. H. Davis. 
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CHARLES I, DILLINGHAM, 
Wholesale Bookseller 


SUCCESSOR TO 


Lee, Shepard & Dillingham, 


Invites the attention of the trade to his very extensive stock of 








Miscellaneous, Standard, 


Juvenile, and School 


BOOKS, 


comprising a full line of the publications of the following houses, always on 
hand and sold at publishers’ prices :— 


HARPER & BROS., LEE & SHEPARD, 
ROBERTS BROS., J. R. OSGOOD & CO., 
GINN BROS., LITTLE, BROWN & CO., 
A. K. LORING, J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., T. B. PETERSON & BRO., 
S. C. GRIGGS & CO., WILSON, HINKLE & CO., 


JOHN CHURCH & CO, 
and others, both American and Foreign. 


Personal attention will be given to the “picking up” of miscellaneous 
orders, and long experience in this line enables him to assure entire satis- 
faction. 


Terms as favorable as those of any house in the country. 


Address. 


CHARLES T. DILLINGHAM, | 
No. 678 BROADWAY, 


Opposite Grand Central Hotel, 
* Okie NEW-YORK. : 





a __,.| Publishers’ Board of Trade, 
aye ot assistant who has extensive experience OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY. 


in the office management of the subscription-book : net 
business. He must be a thorough English scholar and Irr and II3 William street, New York. 
write a clear hand. Applicants will please state their age 
and the salary to? expect, and address “ BooksSELLER,” July Ig, 1876, 
e ENGAGEMENTS, 


care of Box 4373. New York Post-office. 
By J. H. Butter & Co,: J. F. Haney. 


H. W. CURTISS, 
Secretary, 
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HELP WANTED. 


1 a day at home. Agents wanted. Outfit and | 
S terms freee TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 
| 

| 





UBLISHERS OF HIGH CLASS ILLUus. 
TRATED WORKS, willing to bring ou 
American editions of my splendid publications 
illustrated in imitation water-colors, now on ex. 
hibition among the associated exhibition of Ger. 
man Booksellers, at Philadelphia, are requested to 
address C. Koehler’s Verlag, at Darmstadt (Ger. 
many). 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


YOUNG man, with several years’ experience in the 

Book and Stationery Business, desires a position as 
Travelling Salesman with a Northern or Western House. 
Best of references. Address M. J. C., Macon, Ga. 


een _—— ——. 


SITUATION by the undersigned, who has had 14 
years’ experience in the book and stationery business 
{in all departments), at present in the retail department of 
Brown & Faunce, Toledo, O., where I have been for the . 
last these and a half years. Can come well recommended..| _ “1 am certain that the work will prove of decided value to 
D. J. Caing, Toledo, O. | all who make use of it.”—Dudley Buck. 


_ 


PARTNER WANTED. a PALMER’S 


_ eg 


—_. 





TASTE TESST LL SEE YS 
WELL established publishing firm, in good condition, 
with valuable franchises and a large business, would | 
like to add to its working partners a man with $25,000 
capital, of experience in the business, and of good execu- ’ 
TE SRR LL UN RENAE STREET 


tive capacity. Ample references required. Address J. E. 
G., Post-office Box 5629, New York. (JUST READY.) 


ss ——— | ' A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO THE STUDY OF 


oo . > nD 


$5 to $QO Vee. Semenrwes: | Thorongh-Bass, Harmony, and Composition, 


free. 
— | ~—s*For Acquiring a Knowledge of the Science 
BOOKS WANTED. | IN A SHORT TIME, 
ee ee With or Without the Aid of a Teacher. 


| Including 730 Questions, illustrat 2 Examples 
Philopoena, a Collection of Selections, pub. about 1850. | g from the Best eee a 


New York. 
BY H. R. PALMER. 


Hotmes Bros. & OBERHOLTZER, PoTTsviLLe, Pa. 


Tippitrs & RANDALL, Provipence, R. I. 


1 set Sparks’ American Biography, 25-volume edition. 


State date, price, and condition. “*T shall recommend it to my pupils and others as a book 


from which they can obtain the most useful information with 
the least effort and in the easiest way.”—Wm. Mason. 


BOO K S FO R SA LE O R EXCHAN G Ee. nin am want which has never before been met.” — 


** Tt is the best work of the kind that has ever come under 
my observation.” — A dolph Baumbach. 





A S. CLARK, 66 Nassau St. (up-stairs), N. Y., buys, 
e sells, and exchanges shop-worn and second-hand | 
School-books. 


| Bound in Cloth. Price, by mail, $1. 
END 2sc. to G. P. ROWELL & CO., New York, for 


IND asc. wo G. P. ROWELL & CO., New York, tor JOHN CHURCH & CO., Publishers, 


papers, and estimates showing cost of advertising. CINCINN ATI, o. 


JAMES G. KENT. 


(Formerly with WILLY WALLACH:) 


Stationers Purchasing Agent, 


No. 143 NASSAU STREET, 
(Room 28.) se NEW-YORK. 


A Saving of Five to Ten Per Cent to Purchasers. 




















————$ 
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The AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL CATALOGUE, now in its seventh year, will be 
issued in July, with prices revised to date. 

The list of School Books will be arranged as usual, according to special branches; such as 
Algebra, Arithmetic, Astronomy, Composition, Dictionaries, Elocution, English Grammar, 
French, Geography, German, Greek, History, Latin, Philosophy (Natural and Mental), 
Primers, Readers, etc., etc., with numerous cross-references, Thus information on any branch 
can be obtained at a glance. 


The names of the Publishers will be indicated by initials, to which a separate key 
will be supplied for the special use of Dealers. 


The American Educational Catalogue, having been recognized as the most complete and 
practical guide to Educational Literature, is distributed every year by most of the leading firms, 
who have realized the fact that it pays them to buy editions from 100 to 2000 copies each, with their 
own imprint, and to circulate the catalogue among their educational customers, for the purpose 
of soliciting orders, and saving at the same time much troublesome correspondence. 


In making up special orders for the Bducational Catalogue, Booksellers should bear in mind 
that it possesses not only temporary value, but will serve its purpose during the whole year. 


TERMS FOR EDITIONS. 


ie” Cash remittance must invariably accompany each order, 2} 
WITH SOLE IMPRINT OF ORDERING FIRM, AND STITCHED. 
100 Copies, - - $5.00 | 1,000 Copies, - - - $40.00 


The last page will be left blank, unless a stereotyped or electrotyped page, uniform in size with 
the PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, shall be sent before going to press. If we are to make the plate, it will 
be charged extra at the mere cost of composition and electrotyping, viz., $6.15. These rates are 
charged uniformly for any page that does not contain more matter than can be set up in nonpareil. 
Copy should be sent with the order. 


Mode of shipping must be stated with order. 


NOTICE. 


As numerous orders for editions are received every summer, after the issue of the Educational : 


Catalogue, we again call attention to the necessity Of being in possession of all orders on or before 
July rsth. 





All communications concerning the EDUCATIONAL CATALOGUE should be addressed 
to F. Leypoipt, Publisher, 37 Park Row, New-York. 
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aye pulerary g lu, 


A Monthly Journal of Current Literature. 


PUBLISHED BY 


(Space allotted for Dealer’s Imprint.) 


AUGUST, 1876. 


TO THE RETAIL BOOK TRADE. 


Retail Booksellers, News Agents, and Dealers generally, who desire a handy, cheap, and 
profitable advertising medium for the latest books in the market, will find 


Che Hiterary Hews 


the best adapted to that purpose. 

This publication (now in its fifth year) has reached a circulation of over 25,000 copies, and is 
used by hundreds of booksellers, from Maine to California. 

It will be issued as heretofore, at the beginning of every month, with not less than eight pages, 
embracing Editorial Notes, Literary Intelligence, a full list, compiled expressly for its columns 
from the records of the PUBLISHE”s’ WEEKLY, containing the titles and prices of the Principa. 
Books PUBLISHED DURING THE PREVIOUS MonrH and announcements of Forthcoming Works for 
the Current Month, so classified as to show at a glance all the new publications in the various de- 
partments of literature, and one page of general advertisements, which will not conflict with the 
interest of the trade. It will be printed on tinted paper like previous editions, but of superior 
quality, and being of light texture, it can be sent with any book, magazine, paper, letter, circular, 
etc., with a small increase of postage. 

It is certain that dealers who will adopt this cheap and effective mode for advertising their 
establishments, will find themselves amply repaid in a short time, and we have the testimony of 
many dealers who have not only increased the sales from their counters, but have found the orders 
for books not in stock highly remunerative. 

Terms for Editions with Imprint, invariably payable in advance. 
100 Copies for three months, - « «+ $6501! 500 Copies for three months, - - - $19 00 
250 ¢ ss - = = 1200/1000 * $ focnty, OO 

Special terms for large quantities. 

(28 As the December issue will hereafter-be published as a double (Christmas) number, reg- 
ular subscribers at the above rates, who fail to send their special order, will receive only one half 
the quantity for this month. Special terms for the Christmas number will be announced in the 
Publishers’ Weekly during the month of November. 

Extra front headings (instead of the adopted style of imprint), with special name of paper and 
display, for which there is space above the rules inclosing date, are charged $1 extra per edition. 

Any quantity from 100 to 1000 copies will be sent post-paid, but for larger quantities, at the 
reduced rates, postage or expressage will be charged. 

Dealers who desire an edition for trial before subscribing, can be supplied at the following 
rates : 

100 Copies for any month except December, $2.50} 500 Copies for any month except December, $8 00 
250 = “ sé 500; 1000 ** “ ss 15 00 


Orders must be received by the 30th of the month previous to which the subscription begins. 

No orders filled without payment in advance, as the numerous small amounts will neither bear the 
trouble nor expense of sending bills or of repeated statements, and collecting. Remittances should be 
made either by Post-Office Order, Draft on New-York, or Registered Letter. 

All Orders should be addressed, ; 
RICHARD BRINCKERHOFF, Manager, 


Cffice of PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY; or Box 4298, New-York. 
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Manufacturers of Fine Writing Papers, including the following well-known brands : 


PLATED PAPERS. 
CROWN IMPERIAL, PURE LINEN STOCK. 


A new line, plated and calendered, warranted equal to any 
papers manufactured, put up in elegant tinted wrappers, lith- 
ographed in black and gold. g : 

Five lb. Ladies’ Note, cream or white wove or laid. 

Five Ib. and six Ib. Commercial Note, cream or white wove 


or laid. : 
Ten Ib. and twelve Ib. Letter, cream or white wove or laid. 


Above lines ruled or plain, plated or calendered finish. 
CONNECTICUT VALLEY MILLS. 


This is one of the most popular and complete lines of First- 
Class Writing Papers in the market. The line has always 

iven complete satisfaction. With jobbers this line is particu- 
arly desirable, for its uniformity and completeness in sizes and 
weights ot Folded—ruled or plain—and Flat Papers. 


CRYSTAL LAKE MILLS. 


Superfine stock, animal-sized, run clean and uniform, put 
up as well as our Connecticut Valley line, well-known, and 
for jobbing, one of the best known in the market, of a super- 


fine grade. 
SNOW-FLAKE MILLS. 


A line of the best Cheap Writing Papers manufactured, an- 
imal-sized, well finished, equally as well put up as our Con- 
necticut Valley line, in showy lithographed wrappers. Just 
the paper for jobbing trade. ‘ 

When desired, special wrappers will be put on papers, with 
sole control of their sale, provided orders are made large 
enough to justify. 


CORONET BOUDOIR PAPER. 
TRADE-MARK. 


1000 SHEETS MEDICATED MANILA PAPER 
FOR WATER CLOSETS, 


Made with a NEW PROCESS, and medicated, are recommended 
by the best talent in the world, and is the only medicated pa- 
per approved by physicians of all schools. itis free from all 
substances that irritate or poison, and is a SURE PREVENTIVE 
oF PILEs, and is warranted equal to any paper ever offered. 
Put up in packages of 1000. 


MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 
We also carry in stock at market prices: 
Colored Mediums, 
POST-OFFICE PAPERS, 
COLORED FLATS, 
MANILA PAPERS, 
BLOTTING PAPERS 


TISSUE MANILAS. 
MOURNING PAPERS, 
FRENCH PAPERS, 
BRISTOL BOARDS, 
White, Gold, and Silver PERFORATED BOARDS, 
7 GOLD AND SILVER PAPERS, 
and miscellaneous papers generally. 


ENVELOPES. 


Having increased our facilities in the way of manufacturing 
Envelopes, by putting into our new building many new and 
improved machines, we are now prepared to maaufacture on 
a large scale, and shall carry in stock a complete assortment 
of the standard kinds of Envelopes, all colors and sizes, made 
from the best Envelope papers, manufactured and put up in 
the best shape and style. 

Special numbers and labels given when desired, provided 
orders be large enough to justify. 


: PAPETERIES. 

Our line of Papeteries are considered the best in the market, 
both in style of putting up aad quality of goods. We guaran- 
tee the prices of these goods to be as low as any make in the 
market of same grade or quality. 


NEW PAPETERIES. 
Mitwarv.—Linear Court Bath paper, Epistolary and Alex- 
andria envelopes, one package Milwards Helix Needles, 

black and gold box. 

2 CLARENDON.—Plated Court Bath, Quaker drab and cream, 
ee and Alexandria envelopes to match, one bottle 
ink, ‘ i bs 
Hac a ood baw one penholder, and prepared blotting pad 
, Epist d Alex- 
andria envelopes, one bottle viclet tal etal dus pes 


c t ink, six pens, one pen- 
holder and prepared blotting pad, black and gold box. 


PrerPont.—Four lb. white octavo Baronial envelopes, 


| extra heavy, same style as Hawthorne, less in price. 


/MISCELLANEOUS 


BryantT.—Court th, extra heavy white, Epistolary and 
Alexandria envelopes, cream plated, colored box, with hand- 
some engraved vignette of Bryant. 

This box is one of the line of our standard white paper 

peteries, embracing Hawthorne, Tennyson, Longfellow, 

ousehold, Bryant, and Emerson. 

Ye WASHINGTON ALEXANDRIA PAPETERIE. — Antique 
Alexandna Letter, full size. Alexandria Bath envelopes to 
match, cream and azure, from our Ye Washington papers. 

THe MESSENGER ALEXANDRIA PAPETERIE.—Plated extra 
heavy Alexandria Letter, full size, assorted tints, Alexandria 
Bath envelopes to match. 

MEREDITH ALEXANDRIA PAPETERIE.—Extra heavy white 
linen stock, Alexandria Letter, full size, XXX Alexandria 
Bath envelopes to match. 

LonsDALE.—Assorted tints, Linear, No. 3 and Epistolary 
envelopes. 

West Lawn.—Assorted tints, Linear, assorted envelopes. 

Mozart.—Extra heavy, white ruled papers, assorted en- 
velopes. 

EpGewoop.—Assorted tints, plate finished, gold and silver 
bordered ; assorted envelopes, mbbon bands, embossed silver 
pocket boxes. 

. La Granpe Ducnesse.—Assorted tints, embossed floral 
designs, ribbon banded envelopes, embossed silver pocket 
boxes. 

HortTense.—Assorted tints, floral embossed paper and en- 
velopes ; rich chromo picture top, pocket boxes. 

RosepALe.—Gold and silver bordered paper and envelopes, 
embossed gold and silver boxes. 

OAKLAND.—Assorted sizes, red, white, and blue bordered 
paper and envelopes. Pocket box. 

ATRIOTIC.—Assorted sizes, red, white, and blue bordered 
paper and envelopes, chromo picture-top boxes. 

May QueEen.—Juvenile size, bordered paper and envelopes. 
Pocket. box. 

Tue Gem.—Juvenile size, bordered paper and envelopes. 
Embossed gilt boxes. 

The above merely mentions the new styles lately issued. 
We have nearly one hundred styles and constantly adding 
new. 


STATIONERY. 
FOR THE FALL AND HOLIDAY TRADE. 


We are now receiving our importations of Foreign Desks, 
Albums, Inkstands, etc., etc. Our lines of these goods, to- 
gether with domestic makes, will be complete in every respect, 


| and the trade will find it desirable to examine our lines and 


| 


| 


POWERS PAPER COMPANY. Lyman and Taylor Sts., Springfield, Mass, 


prices before making up their orders. 

Our facilities are unequaled in this department. Acting as 
Manufacturers’ agents for some of the leading articles, we are 
enabled to quote the lowest prices for all the standard kinds. 


BLANK-BOOKS. 


This department is supplied with all the modern styles of 
machinery and skillful workmen, enabling us to execute, in 
the best manner, all varieties of work. 

We manufacture Blank-Books for every purpose, with print- 
ed and plain headings, from the largest and finest Ledger to 
the simplest Account-Book, in costly russia binding or the 
plainest sheep and cloth. 

We carry in stock of our own manufacture: 


RUSSIA, IMITATION RUSSIA, FULL SHEEP, 
and HALF BOUND, all sizes, 
MEMORANDUMS, PASS-BOOKS, 
BUTCHER-BOOKS, ‘TIME-BOOKS, 
COPYING, WRITING, and 
COMPOSITION BOOKS 
B OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 

Cities, corporations, banks, merchants, and manufacturers, 
and all wishing the best books at reasonable prices, are invit- 
ed to examine our work. 

Orders for ruling, by the case or ream, will receive prompt 


attention. 
PRINTING. 

In our Printing Department the facilities for executing ever 
variety of commercial and fancy printing are unequaled. Wit 
steam presses and new and tasteful designs, this department 
1s fully equal to any. 

We are prepared to give special quotations, in quantities, for 
BILL-HEADS, STATEMENTS, 

NOTE and LETTER HEADS, 
ENVELOPES, and CIRCULARS. 
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MucH attention will be given this year to 
this order list to keep up a full stock. 


F. W. CHRISTERN, New-York.! 


Laboulaye.—Histoire des Etats-Unis. 3 v.........$4.50 
Tocqueville.—De la Democratie en Amérique. 3 v..$7.20 


J. H. COATES & 00., Philadelphia. 


History of the Civil War in America. By the Comte de 
Paris.. Per vol., cloth, $3.50 ; shp., $4.50; hif. mor., $6.00 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL, New-York. 


Warren, Rev. I. P.—Chauncey Judd; or, The Stolen 
Boy. A Tale of the Revolution. 12° Cloth, $1.50 
—— The Three Judges. Story of the Men who Beheaded 
their King. With an Introd. by Rev. Leonard Bacon, 
D.D. 12°. With numerous illustr Cloth, $1.50 


DODD, MEAD & CO., New-York. 


Abbott, John S. C.—American Pioneers and Patriots. A 
Series illustrating the Early History and Settlement of 
America. Eachin1vol. 12°. Illustr. Per v., $1.50. 

1. Daniel Boone ;—2. Miles Standish ;—3. De Soto ;— 
4. Peter Stuyvesant;—s5. Kit 
Crockett ;—7. Captain Kidd ;—8. Paul Jones ;—9. La 


Salle ;—10. Columbus ;—11. George Washington ;—12. | 


Benjamin Franklin. 


HURD & HOUGHTON, New-York. 


Cooper, James Fenimore.—Lionel Lincoln. 


e lution. 


Greene.—The German Element in the War of Indepen- | 


dence. By George Washington Greene. 16° $1.50 


The romantic story of Steuben and De Kalb, and dark | 


disclosures respecting the German mercenaries. 


—— The Life of Nathanael Greene, Major-Gen. in the Army | 
8°. ...$12.00 | 
The best judges place this book in the front rank of | 


of the Revolution. By G. W. Greene. 


3 Y. 


American biographies and histories. 


—— A Historical View of the American Revolution. “By G: 
W. Greene. 12° $1.50 


An admirable, clear, and forcible presentation of the 
whole subject. 


JONES, BROS. & CO., Cincinnati. 


Ridpath’s History of the United States, Elegantly il- 
lustrated with Portraits, Sketches, Diagrams, M 


Charts. Colored plates. 


8°, PP. 479 


J. B, LIPPINCOIT & 00., Philadelphia. 


Adams.—Life of John Adams. 
Adams.—Memoirs of John Quincy Adams. Per v 
Balch.—Les Frangais en Amerique. 


Bigelow.—Life of Franklin, by himself. 3 v. Cr. 8°.$7.50 | 


Hamilton.—The Federalist. 8° 

—— History of the Republic. 7 v. 

Peterson.—Pemberton ; or, 100 Years ago. 

Philadelphia and its Environs. Illustr. 

Randall.—Life of Jefferson. 3 v. 

Sargent.—Braddock’s Expedition. 8° 
i: SN, BI cn. Sh ce tsew ie ewe dakemes 4 

Watson.—Annals of Philadelphia. 2 v. 

Weems.—Life of Washington. 12° 

—— Life of Marion. 


LITTLE, BROWN & 00., Boston. 


Adams.—The Life and. Works of 
President of the United States. Edited by his Grandson, 
Charles Francis Adams. tov. 8°. $30; hf. cf... $50.00 

Adams.—The Life and Public Services of Samuel Adams. 
Being a Narrative of his Acts and Opinions, and of his 
Agency in producing and forwarding the American Revo- 


Carson ;— 6. David | 


16°. ... $1.25 | 
A historical novel covering the early days of the Revo- | 


aps, and | 
$:.75 | 


$5.00 | 
Visitor’s Guide to the Centennial Exhibition and Phi- | 


ohn Adams, Second | 
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Centennial literature. Booksellers should use 


lution ; with Extracts from his Correspondence, State Pa. 
pers, and Political Essays. By William V. Wells. 3 vols. 
se $12; hf. cf. $18.05 
Bancroft.—A History of the United States, from the Dis. 
| covery of the American Continent. By George Bancroft, 
With Portr., Maps, etc. r1ovols. 8°..$25; hf. cf., $48.0, 
—— The Same, thoroughly revised. Centenaryed. 6 vols. 
12°. Per vol 2.25 
thingham.—History of the Siege of Boston, and 
the Battles of Lexington, Concord, and Bunker ain 
Also an Account of the Bunker Hill Monument. By 
Richard Frothingham. With Maps and Plates. 34 ed. 
8° $3.50; hf. cf., $5.50 
The Rise of the Republic of the United Stetes, By 
Richard Frothingham. 8° $3.50; hf. cf., $5.50 
—— Life and Times of Joseph Warren. By Richard Froth. 
ingham. $3.50 ; hf. cf. $5.50 
Palfrey.—A History of New-England from 1477 to 174, 
By John Gorham Palfrey. LL.D. With Maps and Plates, 
4vols. 8° $14.50; hf. cf., $22.50 
Pickering.—The Life of Timothy Pickering. The first 
volume by his Son, Octavius Pickering, and completed by 
Charles W. Upham. With Portr. 4 vols. 8°.....$14.00 
Quincy.—Life of Josiah Quincy. By his Son, Edmund 
Quincy. 6th ed. Portr. 8° . 
Quin ay Spoetes delivered in the Congress of the Unit- 
ed States. By Josiah Quincy, Member of the House of 
Representatives for the Suffolk District of Massachusetts, 
1805-1813. Edited by his Son, Edmund Quincy. 8°. $3.00 
Quincy.—Memoir of the Life of Josiah Quincy, Jr., of 
Massachusetts Bay. 16. “U1. By his Son, Josiah 
Quincy. 3d ed. Edited by Eliza Susan Quincy. With 
fac-similes. 8° 3-00 
Sabine.—The Loyalists of the American Revolution. 
With an Historical Essay. By Lorenzo Sabine. 2 vols. 
g° $7 ; hf. cf., $11.00 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & 00., Boston. 
Concord Fight.—Proceedings at the Centennial Celebra- 
tion, April 19, 1875. Illustr. Sup. roy. 8°....Pap., $1.50 
| Ellis.—Battle of Bunker Hill. 8° ..Pap., .25 
| -— Same, with Heliotype View of Battle. 8°......... 75 
—— Same, with Cut of Monument..... is pAakbweblonand 75 
| Hale.—One Hundred Years Ago. 


xington, Proceedings at Centennial Celebration of 
Battle, April r9, 1875. $2.50; pap., $2.00 


| Tarbox, I. N.—Life of Israel Putnam. Sm. 8° 
| Warren, Edward.—Life of John Warren. 8° 


D. LOTHROP & 00., Boston. 


Banvard.—Soldiers and Patriots of the Revolution ; Ply- 
mouth and the Pilgrims ; Pioneers of Maryland ; Southern 
Explorers and Colonists; each $1.25; First Explorers of 
North-America, $1.50.—Chaplin’s Life of Franklin, $1.50. 
—Historicals, by Oro Noque, $1.25. 


MACMILLAN & 00., New-York. 





JAMES MILLER, New-York. 
| Griswold, Rufus W.—The Poets and Poetry of America. 
Revised by Richard Henry Stoddard. Illustr...Cloth, $5. 
— The Female Poets of America. Revised by Richard 
Henry Stoddard. Illustr. Roy. 8° Cloth, $5 
G nch. 
I $1.00 
Watson, Henry C.—Camp-Fires of the Revolution ; or, 
The War of Independence. Thrilling Events and Sto- 
ries by the Old Continental Soldiers. LIllustr. 8°..$2.00 


JOEL MUNSELL, Albany, N. Y. 
| Madame and General Riedesel, Letters and Journals of. 
3 Vols. 8°. = loth, $9.00 
Journal of Claude Blanchard (of the French under Ro- 
c u). Sq. 8°, pp. xii, 207 Pap., $2.50 
| Biege of Charleston, by the British under Arbuthnot and 
Clinton. Hough. Sq. 8°, pp. 226. Portrs..Cloth, $5.0 
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ae | 
Siege of Savannah, by Lincoln and D’Estaing. Hough. 


PORTER & COATES, Philadelphia. 
Sq. 8°, pp. 287- Pia ncacsteeie +sBapes loth, $5.00 





‘ : Bancroft.—Life of Washington. 12°............... $1.50 
Siege of Savannah, b faye "lee wee oe ne Romance of the Revolution. 12°.................. $x.s50 
Account. Jones. > te il sis : i . .. | The American Centenary. (60 to 75 steel plates.) By 
First New-Hampshire Regiment. Kidder. Clone Pe Benson J. Lossing. (/# press.) 
184 coccccccecceeerseeeenerereeeeeasees sees » 92.50 
The Sexagenary. Bloodgood. 8°, Pp. 220. Portrs. G. P, PUTNAM’S SONS, New-York. 
Cloth, $3.00 Irving’s Life of Washington. New Mt. Vernon ed. 2 
Williamsburgh (Va.) Orderly Book. Campbell. Sq. CS, $7.00 
8°, PP. XI, TOQse eee eceresecccccceeeseeeennees loth, $3.00 —— Same, abridged ed. vol. Large 12° Illustr. $2.50 
Eastern Maine and Nova Scotia. Kidder. 8°, pp. The best history of the Revolution, 
324. nce ceeeeteceeeenee teeetrceeeereeeeeencs Cloth, $4.00 | Irving’s Life of Columbus. New abridged ed. 1 vol. 
Logan and Cresap. Mayer. 8°, pp. 204. .. Cloth, $2.00 EN 35 neu ‘isednbessen ebedece subi $1.75 
A fascinating narrative of the discovery of the conti- 
Life of Joseph Brant, and Border Wars. Stone. 2 vols. ad. 
8°, Portrs., C€C..0.. ces cccccccscccscceceees Cloth, $5.00 | See Catalogue for other editions of above standard works. 


ife of John Lamb, and Defection of Arnold. Leake. 8°, 
— “A °"Portr. and plates of battlefields. . .Cloth, $2.50 ROBERTS BROS., Boston. 


William Jasper. Jones. 8°. Pamrhlet..... > | Abbott.—Paragraph History of U.S. Sq. 18°....... .50 
Sergeant Wt Fa. ¢ . , | ~<a Paragraph ey of the American Revolution. With 
1 








i arakd paadinedsbecddees: eai.4seecdews «50 

N&P y Now-York. Revolutionary Times. Sketches of our Country, its 

M’Conkey.—True Stories of American Fathers... . .$1.50 | PS ee hay Mega a ne _— oo 
JAS, B. OSGOOD & CO., Boston. J. M. STODDART & O0.,'Philadelphia. 


Brotherhead.—The Centennial Book of the Signers of 


Drake.—Dictionary of American Biography. a F. S. | “the Declaration of Independence. Consisting of a com- 
Drake. 98°, pp GRUB caddtd We vetesiice $6; shp., $7.00 jete set of the Autograph Letters of each of the Signers 
Brief Biographies of over 10,000 famous Americans in fac-simile, Original Designs, History of the Declaration, 





; of each of the Signers, etc., etc. ‘The whole illustrated by 
Parton.—Life of Franklin (2 vols.) ;—Jefferson (1 vol.) ;— 109 illus. Folio. Hf. mor., gilt edges, $20; full mor., $2s 
Burr (2 vols.) ;—Jackson (3 vols.) 8°. Pervol..... $3.00 


Works of great value and remarkable interest. 


Etting.—History of Independence Hall, Philadelphia. 
By F. M. Etting. Illustr., fac-similes, etc. 4°..... 5.00 


and persons connected with American history. History of each of the original States, Brief Biography 


E, B, TREAT & 00.,” New-York. 


Centennial Games of Americdn History. Fifty games 
Ne a tneadededés «acdsee actlecnecuccadi 75 








RALPH MILLS. EXCELSIOR MILLS. 


Paper Warehouse of A. G. Elliot, 
26 South Seventh Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Your attention is called to our Plate, Chromo, Fine and Low Grades of White and Tinted, Book, News, Colored and En- 
velope Papers, Fine Manilas. Glen and Diamond Mills Water-Closet Papers, cheapest and best. 


SAMPLES FURNISHED. ORDERS SOLICITED. LOW PRICES. 


CENTENNIAL FALCON 


| 
) 
] 


EDWARD TODD & CO, 


652 BROADWAY, NEW-YORK, 


SOD Faw: i 


Gold, Silver, and Rubber Pencils, Pen and Pencil Cases, Tooth-Picks, 
etc. DIRECT Manufacturers of all the leading styles. 


LETTERS PATENT FOR “CENTENNIAL” GOODS. 





PEN. 





== CENTENNIAL 


18-Carat Plated Centennial Pencils. 
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BEST TERMS GIVEN ON COMPLETE FALL "The Best and Cheapest Sunday-School Library,” 
ORDERS FOR SCHOOL BOOKS. THE CENTENNIAL 


WILSON, HINKLE & co., rand Cheap Library, 


No. 2, 
CINCINNATI. FOR THE sCHOOL AND HOME. 


Fifty Choice Illustrated Volumes, large 16mo, bound in 
Muslin, and not in any other Select Library, 


ONLY $28. 


This Library contains many of our best original copyright 


. . . . books, and over 12,000 printed pages, illustrated profusel 
We invite your attention to our un- with large full-page, fine engravings, and many of the smaller 


surpassed facilities for supplyin size. 
p SJ f Pp Jens’ All the volumes in this Library are valuable and instructive. 


They have been carefully read, examined, and approved by 


the Committee for Sunday-Schools and family reading. 
| The books are printed on good, clear paper, and strongly 
1 | bound in muslin, with gilt stamps. Some of the volumes are 


| larger than those in Granp Cueap Lisrary, No. 1. The 
| price of the Library is $28. 


In addition to our own publications, — ae oo 


. ° Books of the size of these in this Library are usually sold 
we keep a Sull stock of all kinds in | at from $1 to $1.25 each. Nothing like this Library ial bom 
general use, which we offer at the | offered for such a small sum. 


LOWEST MARKET RATES, | PUBLISHED BY 
And in the shortest possible time. | THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


No. 1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia.—Atex. Kirxpatrick. 
Nos. 7, 8, and 10 Bible House, New-York.—G. S. Scortetp. 


Send for our new Catalogue and Terms, before No. 40 Winter Street, Boston.—Jas. A. CRowLey. 
a » Fall ord No. 98 Dearborn St., Chicago.—W. R. Port. 
giving your Fall orders, | No. 207 N. Sixth St., St. Louis.—S, Paxson. 


Special attention paid to miscellaneous orders by mail, 


CLAXTON, REMSEN & HAFFELFINGER 
Publishers, 


AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 


BOOKS AND STATIONERY, 
624, 626, and 628 Market Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


TO PUBLISHERS AND AUTHORS. 


BOOK OR MUSIC ECECTROTYPING OR STEREOTYPING. [ericewces 


, A. S. Barnes & Co. 
We have had a vere extended experience in getting up Ivison, BLAKEMAN, TAYLOR & Co. 
SCHOOL BOOKS—ARITHMETICS, SPELLING-BOOKS, | Harper & BROTHERS, 
READERS, GRAMMARS, GEOGRAPHIES, and PHILOSO- | SHELvon & Co., 


PHICAL and MATHEMATICAL WORKS, Also, Books in Se ae 


FOREIGN LANGUAGES—Greek, Latin, French, Spanish, | A. D. F. Ranporrn & Co., 


German, Indian, £&c. Co.iuins & BroTHErR, 


D M ‘ 
MUSIC TYPOGRAPH Y—whether Sacred or Secular, Vocal cena Beovuans, 


or Instrumental, is one of our specialties. Wicuiaae H, Sapusnn, 
SMITH ¢ McDOUGAL, Porn, Youxe & Co. 
Scripner, ArmsTRONG & Co., 
82 BEEKMAN STREET. New York. P. O’Sue, and others. 
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GU IDE-BOOKS FOR 


Tue present year will be one of unusual 








SU 


MMER TRAVEL. 


travel, because of the influx of foreign visitors and 


the journeying of residents in connection with the Centennial. A good stock of guide-books 
should therefore prove one of the best investments of the season to an enterprising bookseller 


to whom the following order list will be a guide 
D. APPLETON & 00., New-York. 


’ dbook of American Cities; 
Appleton’s, i priacigal Cities in the United States and 
Canada. Sm. 8°......00++ ceeeeeee sees 75 C.; pap., .50 
Appleton’s Railway Guide ccc dhaaeas Re SFate ad eee 25 
Appleton’s European GeidO... ccccccsccrcccs cosas $6.00 
Appleton’s Northern and Eastern Tour............ ¥2.00 
Appleton’s Western Tour..........++. -seeeeee sees $2.00 
Appleton’s Southern PN os ccs even sti c eels cals tet $2.00 
New-York, Illustrated. .......-ceeceeeeeeeee cee cee 
The Hudson River, Illustrated.. .......--+---. «. «50 


G. W. CARLETON & 00., New-York. 
futt’s Trans-Continental Tourist from New-York to 
ee emiedll 4°. Cloth bound $1.50 


CLAXTON, REMSEN & HAPPELFINGER, Philadelphia. 
Fairmount Park and the International Exhibition. By 
Charles S. Keytar 9's 200 - BR SWE 0 0 58 $1; pap., .so 
Haupt’s Complete Railway-Guide Map of Philadelphia. 
Cloth, ER c. } on spring roller, $4 oo 
Map of Centennial Grounds, Diamond ed. IS 
Syckelmoore’s Illustrated Handbook of Philadelphia. 
4° $x; pap., .50 
E, P. DUTTON & O0O., New-York. 
Atlantic Coast Guide. 
ESTES & LAURIAT, Boston. 


Our Vacations, and How to Enjoy Them. 


eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee 


eee Oe ee ee 


Ireland. Prepared expressly for the Use of American 
Travellers. It contains 96 colored Plates, and a large 
number of Engravings, new Maps, etc. 16°. 
from Oa.90 00, ccc dddbas “des  cesatbenlkhvcbssce. 000. 


WILLIAM PF, GILL & 00., Boston. 


Thomas Starr King.—The White Hills: Their Le- 
gends, Landscapes, and Poet With 60 illustr. An 
artistic Guide-Book to the ite Mountains of New- 
Hampshire. New ed. 1rvol. 8°...........0-0000- $3.00 


HARPER & BROS., New-York. 


16°... . $1.00 
Shaw’s Tourist’s Picturesque Guide to Great Britain and | 


| 





Reduced | 
$3.50 | 


| Mount Desert Island, Maine. 


-5° | Miller’s Guide tothe Hudson River. 





Drake’s Nooks and Corners of the New-England Coast. | 


RMON I cdi thes bie vekuvanaabae, Cebiasdeage ass $3.50 
Nordhoff’s California. For Travellers and Settlers. 
PRR, Picnewass eke cedvada dais dbieee exe x0 $2.50 


Nordhoff’s Northern California, Oregon, and Sandwich 
Islands. Illustr. 8° $2.50 


Harper’s Handbook for Travellers in Europe and the | 


East. 12°, Leather backs, $7; orin 3 vols., per vol.,$3.00 
HURD & HOUGHTON, New-York. 
Satchel Guide to Europe. 16°................ . 
Riverside Press Centennial Guide-Books : 


Boston to Washington. 
regarding the 


$1.00 


ities of Boston, New-York, Philadel- 


phia, Baltimore, Washington, and including the Cen- | 


tennial Exhibition. 
Spanish. 16°. 


In English, French, German, and 

With map, $1; roan, $1.50; without 

Gone vabeds Weaiccs chudert Pap., .35 

New-York, and How to See it. 16° 35C.; pap., .15 

Puasa and the Centennial; How to See Them. 
I 


TC OOOO eee eee eee . ; pap., «35 
Washington, and How to See it, 16°. ..35¢.; pap., .15 


J. B. LIPPINOOTT & O0., Philadelphia. 
Visitors’ Guide to the Centennial Exhibition and Phila. 


Containing complete Information | 


| 
| 








| 


Only authorized Guide. With Map. 12°. soc. ; pap., .25 | 


Philadelphia and its Environs. A Complete Guide. | 


-S° | Treat’s Illustrated New-York and Philadelphia 
75 | 


With nearly 200 illustr. 8° 
— German ed. 
Railroad Scenery of Pennsylvania. A Handb. for Tour- 

ists. With 79 illustr. 8° Pap., .25 
Moorman’s Handbook of the Mineral Springs of eS 


Pap., 


ee 


TR Oe eee 


oe eee eee ee eee eee 


America. Illustr, 12° ...... C—O ere .oc 
Forwood’s Guide to and History of the Mammoth Cave. 
Illustr. 12° 


Pap., $1.25 





Pollard’s Virginia Tourist. Ill. ‘12°. $1.75. Pap., $1.00 , 


| The Official Guide to Philadelphia and Vicinity. 


LORING, SHORT & HARMON, Portland. 


: Illustr. with maps and 
NR Se a ee ee eee 


JAMES MILLER, New-York. 


Miller’s Guide to Saratoga Springs and its Vicinity. 
lllustr 75 


Miller’s Guide to New-York, Brooklyn, and adjacent 
neh. covccosecsccccessccces $1; pap., .75 
Miller’s Guide to Central Park. Illustr. and Map..$1.00 


Illustrations and 
Map. $1; pap., .50 


JAS. G. MUNDY, 114 William street, New-York. 
Official Catalogue of the Centennial Exhibition..... 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, New-York. 


Pp. 100 


Niegare and Vicinity. A New Series. 12 Views, beau- 
tifully executed. Fancy cover, 25 c.; muslin cover, .50 
Salt Lake City and Utah. 12 oil-colored Views. Mus- 
PUNT oo wows n ce. s SeUG seen vecdctnecedececs 75 
Union Pacific Railway. 12 oil-colored Views. Muslin, 
EE Ae eee 75 
Central Pacific Railway. 12 oil-colored Views. Mus 
PIII, o Sa GRGn LC Uses chap ude, nace cvccceca 75 
California and the Yosemite Valley. 12 oil-colored 
Views. Muslin, fancy cover................... ... 75 
JAMES R. OSGOOD & 00., Boston. 
Boston Illustrated. 16°............. ..... $1; pap., .so 


Osgood’s American Guide-Books :—New-England.—The 
iddle States.—The Maritime Provinces.—The White 
Mountains.—Maps and Plans Flex. cloth, ea., $2.00 


PORTER & COATES, Phila. 


seen ee 


ae. 

$1.50 ; mor., $2.00 

Philadelphia Illustrated Profusely Pap., .50 

The American Centenary (60 to 75 steel plates)’ 
By Benson J. Lossing. (/ press.) 

Morford’s Short-Trip Guide to America.—U. S. and Ca- 

nada, $1.00 


JOHN E. POTTER & O00., Philadelphia. 


Illustrated Handbook to Centennial Grounds and Phila- 
delphia. 64 illustr. and map Extra pap., .25 


SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG & 00., New-York. 


Headley’s. Adirondacks. New ed., enl. 12°. ....$2.00 
8. BR. STODDARD, Glenn's Falls, N. Y. 
**The Adirondacks,”’ with large map. 12°. 
E $1.25; pap., .so 
** Lake George, Illustrated.” Map. 12°. $1; pap., .50 


TAINTOR BROS. & 0O., New-York. 


Taintor’s “Hudson River Route,” “Erie Route,” 
“ New-York to Buffalo and Niagara Falls” (via H. R. & 
N. Y.C. R. R.), “Shore Line Route,” ** The Newport 
Route,”” “Connecticut River Route’ (New-York to 
White Mountains), *‘ The Northern Route” (Boston to 
White Mountains), ‘ Pennsylvania Coal Kegions,” 
“* Long Island,” “ Delaware and Hudson Route,” (Phila. 
to Saratoga Springs), ‘* New-York to Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and Washington,” “ City of New-York,” “* Sara- 
CO gE ee eee Ea. 


American Seaside Resorts...... .. 2... ....cc0e eee 
E. B. TREAT, 805 Broadway, New-York. 


HENRY T. WILLIAMS, New-York. 


, The Pacific Tourist.— Williams’ New Illustrated Trans- 
Continental R. R. Guide to California, Colorado, Utah, 
the Pacific Coast, and Pleasure Resorts across the Conti- 
nent. The handsomest book of travel ever issued. The 
only Guide officially indorsed by the Pacific R. R. Com- 
panies. Illustrations of remarkable beauty and profuse- 
ness. 4°, PP. 300. $1.50 
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JUST OUT! 


THE NEW REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC CAMPAIGN BADGES 
Handsomely Printed in Gold on Silk, Assorted Colors. 
Sample dozen sent by mail for $1.25. Manufactured by WM. D. BENNAGE, Jr., BooxseLter, STATIONER AND 


PRINTER, No. 47 NortH NintH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. Agents wanted everywhere. 





~ OROSBY, LOCKWOOD ee. 
American Literary Agents ‘and Commission Merchants, 


(Exhibitors at the Centennial E xhibition,) 
7 STATIONERS’ HALL COURT, LONDON, ENC. 
Cc. D. CAZENOVE, Manager [American Department}. 
PH. HA KE, 
MANUFACTURER OF 


Fin Ee CARDS, HEitc., 


Largest Assortment of Orders of Dancing, you Novelties in 
MENU CARDS, Perforated Board and Mo 


153 WILLIAM and 64, 66, and 68 ANN ‘sTs., New-York, 








DEPOT FOR 


MARCUS WARD & CO’S 


ROYAL IRISH LINEN PAPERS, 


No. 52 John Street, New-York. 
winbhnbtiam LUCY; importer. 


PORTER & BAINBRIDGE, 





Card Stock of every Description, 
WEDDING STATIONERY, 


Orders of Dancing in Elegant Designs, Menu Cards, Memorial Cards, Alex. Pirie’s 
Sons’ Extra Superfine Papers, Proprietors of ** Ye Centennial Paper’ (patent), 


33 Sean Street, New-York. 











gs H A Ww & A L FE RE D, 
No. 149 William Street, 


IMPORTERS, MANUFACTURERS, AND JOBBERS OF 


FINE NOTE-PAPER AND ENVELOPES. 


Special novelties in Pure Linen Paper, in Cream and Azure Tints, in new sizes. Wedding nen — etc. 


ORIGINAL DEPOT FOR 


MARCUS WARD & CO’S 


ROYAL IRISH LINEN PAPERS, 
26 John Street, New-York, 


Ee. H. DUNHINSON & CO., 
IMPORTERS. 








‘SOLE PROPRIETORS OF THE 


“PURE IRISH LINEN PAPERS.” 


(Registered in U. S. Patent Office, Washington, D. C.) 
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THE 


Publishers’ Trade-List Annual 
For 1876. 





THE TRADE-List ANNUAL for 1876 is intended to be of more importance and more perma- 
nence than any preceding volume, and is expected to be ready by the middle of Fuly. 

To the American Catalogue, now in advanced preparation, in two volumes, this will form a 
third or supplementary volume, which will be generally bound uniform with the others, and kept 
with them on the shelf as a permanent work of reference. The three volumes will enable the 
bookseller or bookbuyer to trace a book from any possible clew, by author, title, subject, or 
publisher. They will also make atomplete record of American publications at the date of the 
centennial year, which will be generally sought by libraries, to the publishers’ benefit. 

As the American Catalogue will this year furnish a complete index in place of the imper- 
fect one of last year, that feature will be replaced by others of equal and more permanent value. 
The chief feature of this volume will be a full analytical index to publishers’ specialties, which 
will be of great assistance to the trade. We propose to present, also, a list of bibliographical 
and trade helps, a key to valuable addresses, and several like features that we are sure will 
be practically appreciated. But in recognition of the Centennial Exhibition, the most notable 
feature will be a detailed description, probably with maps and views, of the book exhibits from 
different countries—a record which, by its interest and. instructive usefulness, would alone assure 


permanent value. 


TERMS. 


1. The price will be One Dollar per copy, bound in cloth. The price of the volume will be raised 
after close of subscription. 


2. No single subscriptions can be taken into account that have not been paid up on day of publica- 
tion, as the small amounts will neither bear the trouble, nor the expense or risk, of numerous 
accounts, bills, statements, and subsequent collections. 


3. Remittances should be made by moncy-order on New-York, or registered letter, as we can not be 
responsible for any losses. Receipt for remittance, with attached order for delivery, will be 
sent by return mail. 


t@” Booksellers, in their own interest, are requested to call the attention of librarians and 
large bookbuyers to the ANNUAL. 


F, LEYPOLDT, Publisher, 





P. 0. Box 4895. 37 PARK ROW, NEW-YORK. 
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No. 3. 


BOOKS WANTED. 


Parties having the particular edition wanted will please | 
Life of Governor , widen, » with sketch of the 


state condition and price, carriage free. 


LEE & SHEPARD, Booksellers, Boston. 


Church, Mrs., Temper. New-York. 

Clark, Mrs. Asia, Booth’s Memorials. Carleton. 

Clark, G. E., Seven Ages of a Sailor’s Life. Boston, 1867. 

Clark, McDonald, ‘The Mad Poet of New-York. Poems. 

Clemens, S., Celebrated Jumping Frog, two copies. 

Clemens, Hon. Jere., The Rivals. Lippincott. 

Clive, C., Why Paul Ferroll Killed his Wife. Carleton. . 

Coe, R., Old Farm Gate. Philadelphia, Daniels & Smith, 1852. 

Coffin, C., Battle of Breeds Hill. Saco, 1831. 

Coggeshall, W. T., Frontier Adventure. Follett, Foster & Co. 

Colman, J. F., Island Bride and other Poems. Boston. 

Comprehensive History of the Southern Rebellion. 
York, James D. Torrey; all except No. 2. 

Comyn, L. C., Ellice. A Tale, two copies, 

Conscience, H., Tales of Fiemish Life. Dix, Edwards & Co. 

Constance and Edith. New-York, Thompson. 

Conybeare, W. J., Perversion. New-York, Wiley & Halstead, 
1856. 

Cooke, J. E., Hilt to Hilt. 


se 


New- 


New-York, Carleton. 
Surry of Eagle’s Nest. New-York, Bunce & 
Huntington. 
Cooke, J. E., Wearing of the Grey, two copies. Treat. 
Cc ooper, a F. » Jack O'Lantern. Any American Edition. 
‘* Ned Myers, two copies. 
“« Pilot. Lea & Blanchard, two copies. 
Corbin, Mrs. C. T., Rebecca; or, A "Woman’ s Secret, two 
copies. 
Craik, G. L, Pictorial History of England, vol. 1. 
Cruelest Wrong of All. New- York, Gregory. 
Cummins, M, 5., Mabel Vaughan, three copies. Jewett. 
Cupples, Mrs. G. , Driven to Sea, two copies. Fuller. 
Curious Stories about Fairies. Boston, ' ‘icknor & Fields. 
Curling, Captain H., The Soldier of Fortune. Peterson. 
” - Stolen Child. Peterson. 
Da Costa, J. M., Inhalations. Lippincott, 1867. 
Dale, J. W., John’s Baptism. Philadelphia, Rutter & Co. 
Dalton, W., John Chinaman. Crosby & Nichols. 

D’ Arblay, F. B., Camilla, vol. 1. New-York, Wm. Jackson. 
- As Cecilia. American Edition. 
Dasent, G. W., Popular Tales from the Norse. 

1859. 
Davin J., First Settlers of Virginia, Second Edition. 
York, 1806. 
Davis, N., Essay Upon Hip-Joint Disease. 
De Foe, D., Life of Alex. Sotkirk. Philadelphia, 1850. 
De Forest, J. W., Seacliff, two copies. 
& Co. 
Delenze, J. P. F., Animal Magnetism. Appleton. 
Delmar, Alex., Taxation. New-York, 1865. 
Delsarte, System of Dramatic Expression. 
Derrick, F., Mildred’s Wedding. Bunce & Huntington. 
Desaulley, L. A., Sur l’annexion du Canada aux Etats Unis. 
Montreal. 
De Vere, Aubrey, May Carols, Hymns, and Poems. 
1866. 
Dickens, C., Great Expectations. Gardner Fuller. 
Dimitry, ©., House in Balfour Street. Wilcox, 
Disraeli, B., Sybil. Carey & Hart 
“ Voyage of Captain Femaneitte. Carey. 
Disraeli, I., Amenities of Literature, two copies of vol. 2. 
New-York, Langley, 1841. 
Dixon, E. H., Scenes in the Practice of a New-York Surgeon. 
De Witt. 
Goodrich, Chas. A., History of the Church. Brattleboro, 
1851. 
Dod, Daniel, Genealogy of Descendants, 1646-1863. Newark, 
1864. 
Dodd, J. B., High School Arithmetic, seventh edition. New- 
York, 1854. 
Dora Gordon, The Banker’s Ward. 
Doty, L., History of Livingston County. New-York. 
Doughty, Cabinet of Natural History. Philadelphia, 2 vols. 
Drake, R., Revelations of a Slave Smuggler. New-York, 1860. 
Duane, W., L igah. Philadelphia, 1857. 
Du Boys, J., Beautiful Aurelia. H. L. Williams. 
Dutchess, The. Philadelphia. A. Hart. 
Dumas, A., Buried Alive, two copies, Peterson. 
- Emperor's Plot. Peterson. 
_ Thousand and One Phantoms, 
send. 
Memoirs of his own ‘Times, vol. 1. 


chard. 
Libraries supplied. Catalogues mailed free. 


Harper. 


Appleton, 


Kehoe, 


Stringer & 'Town- 


Lea & Blan- 


“e 


| The Chinese Problem, 


| Achsah. 


| Thoughts for a Young Man. 


New- | 


Phillips, Sampson 
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BOOKS FOR TO-DAY 


Life of Governor Hendricks. By Wm. M. Cornell, 
LL.D., author of “ Life of Horace Greeley,” etc. 
12mo, illustrated by fine steel-engravings of Governors 
Tilden and Hendricks. Ready for delivery early in 
Cloth, $1.50; half morocco, sprinkled edges, $2 oo 
By Prof. L. T. Town. 
16mo, paper, 50 cents: 


By S. C. 
Thirteenth edition revised for 1876, illus- 


August. 


send, author of *‘ Credo,”’ 
cloth 

The White Mountains Guide. 
Eastman. 


etc. 
75 


The Seven Little Sisters who live on the | 
round ball that floats in the air. By Miss Jane An. 
drews. 16mo, cloth, illustrated 

A New-England Life Study. By Rey, 
Peter Pennot. Illustrated 

Arnold and Andre, An Historical Drama. 


I 
A Nation’s Birth, and other National Poems. 
By Geo. H. Calvert r 
Horace Greeley. His Life and Public Services, 
Wm. M. Cornell, LL.D.. 
Hand-Book of the “Administrations — 
of the United States,-comprising a synopsis of the 
leading political events in American History, with pho- 
tographs of the Presidents from Washington to Grant. 
By Edward G. Tileston 15 
Sages and Herves of the American 
Kevolution. By Carroll L. Judson. With nu- 
ee ee a 2 


By Horace 
Mann. 


| Mirthfulness and its enters tgs Ra- 


tional Laughter and its Promoters. By K . BF. 
The Danbury News Man’s Book. 
in Danbury. By James M. Bailey. Illustrated 
Partingtonian Patchwork, By B. P. Shil- 
laber (‘‘ Mrs. Partington’). Illustrated 
The Puddleford Papers} or, Humors of the 
West. By H. H. Riley. Illustrated 
The Morals of Abou Ben Adhem, 
ern Fruit on Western Dishes. By Petfoleum V. 


SOPHIE MAY’S WORKS. 


Three Charming Novels. 


|The Asbury Twins, 


Our Helen, Illustrated 
The Doctor’s Daughter. 


EIGHTEEN DAINTY VOLUMES. 


Illustrated. 


Little Prudy. 

Little Prudy’s Sister Susy. 
Little Prudy’s Captain Horace. 
Little Prudy’s Cousin Grace, 
Little Prudy’s Story Book. 
Little Prudy’s Dotty Dimple. 
Dotty Dimple at Her Grandmother’s. 
Dotty Dimple at Home. 

Dotty Dimple out West. 

Dotty Dimple at Play. 

Dotty Dimple at School. ; 
Dotty Dimple’s Flyaway. 
Little Folks Astray.; 

Prudy Keeping House. 

Aunt Madge’s Story. 

Little Grandmother, 

Little Grandfather. 


75 cents each, 


| Miss Thistledown.., 


LEE & SHEPARD, 


Publishers and Booksellers Bo: Boston: 


~ ee ee ee ne 
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S. W. Green, Printer. e and 18 Jacob Street. New-York. 





